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Preface

There has been a great boom of modernity in Urdu

literature. But the fact is that this theory has been controversial.

One of the reasons for this is that there is no consensus among

its supporters. That's why in most cases, the views of the

moderns seem to be rejecting each other. The forms of rejection

and acceptance that the supporters of this theory have are

divided into doubt, hesitation and mental confusion. In the light of

what is in my study about modernism, my opinion is that

modernism is the name of a new evangelization of literary styles

that rejects the frozen traditional forms and gives it a new

interpretation, new understanding, new insights and new ideas.

Experience claims.

 Seen in this sense, modernism rejects generalization

and emphasizes the search for new universal values, new

conscious expressions, new mental change, new interpretation of

art. Although modernity, being free from the restrictions of time

and place, changes its intellectual approach with each new

perspective and does not completely reject the traditions of the

past in the style of progressive ideology, but rejects those

traditions that are frozen and unknown. are If you look carefully,

its main purpose is the updating of ancient literary traditions. The

way the modernists have broken the boundaries of language,

coined new idioms, presented new patterns of experience and

widened the horizons of l iterature with symbols, similes,

metaphors and allusions is a great achievement in itself. No

scholar of literature can ignore his achievement, but there is

another side to it, that modernists have spoiled the land of

literature in the ideological crowd with the progressives. Due to

the confusion created by his interpretations, the common reader

of literature got lost in the dark pits of skepticism. The role played

by modernists in freezing the interests of the reader is very sad.

Litrature is the name of sustaining life in some form or the other,

whether it is the life of the past or the present, its addressee has

always been the people and if the relationship of literature is

broken with the people, then it can be called happy.

Editor
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


 . 




 




 
 Generalisation 




 Perspective














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
 #  # 




 #  # 
 #  #  #  #  #  #  #

 #  #  #  #  #  #  #

#



 































JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

7



































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





























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













 

 












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




































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



























 Neglected


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




























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







 























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























 practical relationship



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







 





















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





























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

























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




























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
 #  #  #  #  ##     


Abstract: Prof. Irteza Karim is a great Fiction Writer.

He wrote about 28 books. Although he written about

one hundred Mazameen on Dastan, Novel, Afsana,

Tamseel, Ghazal, Nazam, Marsiya, Qaseda etc. Many

books become very famous as Quaratul ain Haidar ek

mutala, Khuaja Ahmad Abbas, Dabistan Suhail

Azemabadi, Tanqid ka pasmanzar, Urdu Fiction ki

tandqid. Prof. Irteza Karim is a great Fiction writer and

literary parson. There are many books are published in

India and Pakistan. He is a senior professor and ex

dean of Delhi University, Delhi. He is ex director of

National Kaumi Kauncil baraye Farog Urdu Zaban

Delhi. Now he is a great writer of Urdu Fiction.    











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



 63 














 

















 

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
 1148 



















 1 9 8 6 
 1988  1987 

 1996  1992  1989

 2006  2003 










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


















 1989  7 








 


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



 






 1949 








 1992 












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



























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











 1996 



















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




























JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

27










 1996  155 























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


 1996  631 

























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



 1989  37 














 1989  47 










Fairy Tales Romances 
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 Allegories 



























 

 



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




 









 1989  52 















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

































 66 



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




























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






























 2003  371 







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





74 






















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



378 


























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





544 
























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


















 










 


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



















 


 









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


























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

 


 23 
























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































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




 95 























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

















 A L P H A B E T S

 Alphabets




 109 
 1989 





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




















 1936 









 



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
















 
















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
127 


























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






371 































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  
















 145 












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







1979  87 


















1946  19 




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



























169 











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







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
# #   #   #   #   #   # : 


 157/60 

273005   
9889050029- 

 
















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










 

 






 
 










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


 Policy














 


  






 
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




 

 



 
























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 
 































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


























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



































 



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



 







 
















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















 








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 











 









 
 




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


 

 




















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






















 








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



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 
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


 
 
 
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
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 #  #  #  #  #  # 
 #










 #  #





nusraturdu@gmail.com 

 











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










 


 
  










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
















 







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





























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







 










 



 



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








 














 



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 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 














 
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


  





 
 




 


 
 




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

















  








 




 

JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

79



 








   






















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



 


 





 















JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

81




























 












JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

82























 












 



JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

83


















































JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

84



































JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

85




































JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

86

























JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

87


















































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



 






















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
























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




 


 

 
























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


























 









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 

























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






















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












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
 ### 


 

 



E-mail Id: zarinasalim007@gmail.com

Abstract: Jan Nasar Akhtar was a famous and
well-known poet of Urdu and a part of the
progressive movement who not only gave the
best ghazals and poems to Urdu literature,
experimented with different genres, but also
gave us the best songs in Indian cinema. He
proved and succeeded in making a prominent
place in Urdu poetry. Although Jaan Nisar
Akhtar inherited poetry because he was the son
of a poet like Mutshar Khairabadi and grandson
of a personality like Fazal Haq Khairabadi, he
saw many ups and downs in his life, suffered
from the harsh realities of life, tolerated pain,
separated from his beloved. Sometimes he is
tired of life and sometimes he tries to win from
life. Sometimes he expressed the truth of death
and regretted the mortal world. Sometimes he
gave a place in his heart to the beautiful scenes
of nature. Whatever he felt, he succeeded in
conveying his feelings to the readers through
his poetry. His skills in his art have high qualities
and his songs are evergreen. He had a kind and
loving heart and he knew very well how to
express the beautiful feelings of love with
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suitable words and put them on paper. In Indian
cinema also, he showed the essence of his art
and earned a good name. Even today, people
like to listen to the songs written by him. Great
singers of that time like Kishor Kumar, Lata
Mangeshkar gave voice to his songs which
became the reason of success of the films. He
wrote scripts for films and also produced. He
was honored with many awards for his work. In
this article, Jaan Nisar Akhtar's personality, his
poetry and his contribution to cinema is briefly
reviewed.




 ''  '' 














 

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




. 


 ''  '' 







 





''   



 ''

 ' 
 ' 

 '  ' 


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
'' 








 '' 




 ''  '' 








' ' 





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 ''  '' 



''  ''  ''  ''  ''  ''''  ''






 ''




 




'' 



 1942  ''  '' 



  ''

JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

100





 




'' 



 ''  ''''  '' 



 ''









'' 






 ''  '' 
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
 ''







'' 
 ''  '' 





  














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








'' 



 ''  ''  '' 



 ''





'' 





 ''  '' 


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









 ''


 ''  '' 




















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 











 ''  '' 






















''  '' ''  '' ''  '' 

 ''  '' 








''









 
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'' 


 ''  '' 
 ''  ''''  ''




















 


 ''  '' 
''  '' 

 ' '  ' '  ' ' 
 ''  '' 

''  '' ''  '' ''  '' ''  '' ''  '' '' 




 ''  '' ''  ''  ''


 ''  '' 


 


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



'' 



 ''  '' 









'' 




 ''  '' 

 ''  '' 
 ''



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
















'' 






 ''  ''  '' 

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











































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
 1 








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
 #  # 

 # 

 


urdueditorial@gmail.com 
urisath@yahoo.com

+91-9968244001 

 







 / 











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 18 
 1948





























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












 1948  18 

















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1 











 1951 














 / 

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






 










2   





 / 







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








 1952 












 1952 
1953 





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



























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
 1952 1947 
















 1 

 3  2 
 4 

 5 


 








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




























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 


















 ?
















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 1





 14  6 2


 3





 4




 5




 6




 7
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



  8


 























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
























 

 1948  13 



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
 ------- 
























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

 
2011 
 

1992 
 

1994 
 

1974 
 

2006 


 
1988 

 
1988 

 
1921 

 
1999 

 
1989 


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
 #  #  #  # 


BATLA HOUSE, JAMIA NAGAR,
 NEW DELHI , 110025

 















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



 

























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



















 




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





















 













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































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 

 

















 





















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





 



 











 




 




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

















 













 










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
 

















 
















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









 














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






















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


 
 


 


 






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
#  #    #  # 



Abstract:The term Aalamkari in Urdu signifies 
globalization, denoting the intricate interplay of
economies, cultures, and societies globally,
driven by advancements in technology,
communication, and infrastructure. This
phenomenon exerts significant influence across
various domains including the economy,
culture, social dynamics, politics, and literature.
While globalization presents avenues for
e c o n o m i c  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  e n h a n c e d
i n t e r c o n n e c t i v i t y ,  i t  a l s o  e n g e n d e r s
apprehensions regarding socioeconomic
inequality, cultural uniformity, and political
fragility. Within the realm of literature,
globalization serves to enrich the literary
landscape and inspires writers to engage with
th e  c omp le xi t i e s  o f  o u r  in c re as ing ly
interconnected world. 








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






















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



few global attitude ,project 
 44 report


















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






















JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

141



















 




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 





































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
 brain drain








































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























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







 Sunita Williams














 



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




















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























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









 











    
      
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
 #  #  #  ## 






 46 
110007  




 

















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




 




















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























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
















 










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


























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


























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



























 ___ 
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
























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


















 











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

























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























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 


 #  #







#  # 










 














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




















 


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


























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
voice from the 

 A east





















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



























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
























  



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


















 

 

JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

168






















 





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





















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










  




















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


















 










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  
 




















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
 # #  #  #  # 




 


 














  
 



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
 


 




  










 








 




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








 



 Nostalgia




  

 




 
 
 
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  

 




 
 


 














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


















 
 






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
























 


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

























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












 









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 























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






























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







































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











 








  


 


  
 






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Abstract:The arrival and establishment of Christianity

in Korea, especially in South Korea, is highlighted in

this study. American Christian missionaries actively

engaged with Korean society following the Korean

War, transforming South Korea's social structure.

Conversion to another religion occurred, and the social

welfare agenda was a crucial instrument in making

their presence known. In light of this, this paper

examines the evolution of welfare programs and their

shifting dynamics.
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Introduction

Following the Korean War (1950-1953), South

Korea broadened its social policies to aid the war

victims and marginalized members of society. Although

the first outcome was initially feared to be far worse,

the expansion had far-reaching effects. Since many

Christians participate in social welfare programs, it's

critical to comprehend how their decisions may

affect their finances. Furthermore, Protestants also

have a greater focus on socioeconomic advancement

than do Roman Catholics. We could refer to these

people as liberation theologians because they

advocate for Christian humanitarian concepts. 

In  an e f fo r t  to  ass is t  the i r  ne ighbors ,

contemporary Korean churches are becoming more

involved in social welfare and running volunteer social

welfare initiatives. Through social welfare initiatives,

they are growing and sharing the good news of Jesus.

Still, a lot of churches are having trouble locating social

assistance programs that work for them. This essay

will look at the welfare work and agenda.

Early in the seventeenth century, Catholic

missionaries in China and their Chinese associates

translated works on "Western learning," which served

as the Koreans' initial introduction to Catholicism.

Although Koreans were fascinated by the technology,
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science, and math these books offered, they rejected

their religious message even though they could

understand the classical Chinese in which they were

written. The late 1700s saw the beginning of this shift

when a Korean scholar named Peter Yi Seung-hun

(1756-1801) went to Beijing as part of a tribute mission

and underwent baptism. 

Numerous Koreans would be baptized by him,

and the movement swiftly expanded to include

commoners and women in addition to scholars. As a

result, by the time Chinese missionary James Zhou

Wenmo (1752-1801) arrived in Korea in late 1794,

there were already several thousand Catholics living

there. While lowborn men, like the butcher Hwang

Ilgwang (1757-1801), attested to Catholic teachings on

spiritual equality by declaring that there were two

heavens-one after death and one in the midst of a

ch u rc h  c ommun i t y  i n  wh i c h  e ve r yon e  was

respected-women, like Columbia Kwang Wansuk

(1760-1801), rose to prominence as leaders in the

Catholic Church. However, violent state-sponsored

persecution of Catholics resulted from Catholicism's

foreign links, government fears that it would incite

revolt, and the Catholic rejection of ancestral rites.

Protestant missionaries made two unsuccessful

attempts to enter Korea in 1832 and 1866, but it would
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take until the final quarter of the 1800s for there to be

consistent contact and conversion. Before Methodist

Horace Allen (1858-1932), the first resident missionary,

arrived in Korea in 1884, Koreans living abroad in

Manchuria were introduced to Protestantism by

Scottish missionaries like John Ross (1842-1910).

They also smuggled Korean translations of the

Gospels and eventually the entire New Testament into

Korea. Allen served as the American legation's official

physic ian because of  concerns that his open

missionary work might result in persecution. 

The first ordained Protestant clergyman to

arrive on the peninsula was Presbyterian Horace

Underwood (1859-1916), who arrived the next year. He

would later assist in founding Yonsei University and

collaborate with Allen in setting up Severance Hospital.

Despite their perceived inherent goodness, Protestant

missionaries really concentrated on these medical and

educational establishments in order to promote

conversion and get state backing.

Thus, when the 1919 March 1st independence

Movement commenced, its key organizers were

Korean Protestants and adherents of the indigenous,

syncretic religion known as Cheondogyo. Fifteen

members of that religion, two Buddhist monks, and

sixteen Protestants s igned the declarat ion of
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independence that the movement delivered. Similar to

this, many Korean Protestants refused Shint? ritual

participation in the 1930s due to nationalism and

religious concerns.

And while the actions of missionaries may

appear patriarchal to those of the twenty-first century,

Protestant Christianity provided women with access to

church-related organizations for work, study, and

public gatherings. For example, Korean "Bible women"

would go out on their own and seek out recruits to the

new faith. In 1886, American Methodist Mary Scranton

created the first modern public school for Korean

women. Additionally, Christianity might act as a bridge

to open doors for Korean women who want to study

overseas.

Christianity in Korea arrived into Korean

peninsula through social welfare agenda. Their initial

concentration was on children, education, the

impoverished, and the homeless, but we also noticed

signif icant changes in their  program. Christian

organizations are making a lot of effort to meet the

needs of society as the population of Korea ages and

need greater assistance from public and private

entities.

When the proportion of people 65 years of age

or older exceeds 7% of the total population, the society
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is said to be aging. When the late 19th and early 20th

centuries rolled around, many industrialized nations

had already begun to age as societies. Nations like the

United States, the United Kingdom, and Germany

joined the society slightly later, but industrialized

nations like France and Sweden jumped on the trend

first. However, in the late 20th century, nations that

would eventually evolve into wealthy nations-such as

Japan and Korea-primarily saw an aging population.

Christian Organizations and NGOs

Early in the eighteenth century, Protestant and

Catholic missionaries had laid down significant roots in

Korea. The Protestant and Catholic groups are not

treated as separate entities in this text, despite the

Koreans' strong misgivings about them. This is

because Korean Catholics maintain that Christianity is

not the same as their own beliefs. Since Korea initially

adopted the western paradigm of social welfare in the

early 1920s, Christian missionaries have been active in

the community.  Prior to this, these missionaries took

on the responsibilities of modern primary education,

health care, and poverty elimination, which sounded

novel to those with a medieval mindset. As a result,

millions of Koreans were drawn to the movement and

went on to become its ardent supporters and
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contributors to the spread of Christianity. In this

context, Andrew Eungi Kim has correctly quoted

Samuel Moffett's observation: "The Korean Church

found an easier way because of education and

medicine, not evangelism and preaching. Furthermore,

one significant element that made it easier for Christian

missionaries to travel was the lack of hostility toward

new religions." 

In addition, throughout the post-colonial era, the

Church embraced a constructive view of labor and

social movements by empowering the marginalized

urban masses and dismantling the outdated rural

social system.  In addition to its social activity, the

Church played a significant role in the political activism

linked to democracy in the 1980s. In addition, it has

addressed social justice and human rights issues.  The

most sensitive concerns of religious harmony and

coordination as well as the reunification of the Korean

peninsula are now better understood by Korean

Christian organizations.  In l ight of this, certain

churches have launched unique initiatives aimed at

achieving these specific goals.

The National Catholic Welfare Conference and

Young Christian Workers (YCW) are the leading

organizations for advancing social and educational

initiatives. The first contemporary western-style
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institutions were the Pai-chai School in Seoul, the

Kwanghye-won Medical Clinic, and the Baejae

Hakdang (Institute for producing able men), all founded

in the 1880s.  Despite attempts to eliminate Christianity

by the colonial administration through orthodox laws,

missionaries persisted in their endeavor to improve the

lives of the impoverished and oppressed. Following the

Korean War, the missionaries expanded their welfare

initiatives by giving money to widows, orphans, the

elderly, the disabled, and the mute. As a result, several

institutions were built for these populations. 

Korea will have an elderly population by 2023.

In July 2017, South Korea made the shift from an

aging to an old society. It is 18% as of November

2023. According to Statistics Korea, the country will

experience a super-aging society by the end of 2024 or

the beginning of 2025, with a 20.0% old population to

total population. Furthermore, it is anticipated that in

the future, the percentage of elderly individuals would

rise rapidly to hitherto unthinkable proportions. Due to

this sharp rise in the senior ratio, South Korea is

predicted to have the oldest population in the world,

placing it in a challenging position overall. Ageing and

the issue of low birth rates are intrinsically related. This

is because the old-age dependency ratio rises when

the population of young and middle-aged people
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declines as a result of low birth rates, exacerbating

socioeconomic issues related to aging. With a total

fertility rate of 0.84 as of 2020, Korea currently faces a

very low birth rate issue, and finding a solution to the

senior welfare problem is getting more and harder

every day. See the articles Low Birth Rate in South

Korea and Low Birth Rate/Perspective for additional

details on the low birth rate problem. Among the total

increase in employment, the number of elderly people

employed is much higher than the proportion of elderly

people, so there are many jobs for the elderly, but

many of the jobs for the elderly are temporary workers,

daily workers, or contract workers provided by public

institutions, making their employment status unstable.

Almost all of the elderly employed are irregular

workers, and most of their jobs include guides and

street order helpers. The welfare provided by the

government to the elderly is not only insufficient, but

the problem is worsening because they are unable to

find proper jobs. The social welfare strategy used by

Christian missionaries is showing signs of change.

Initially, their focus was on children and education;

now, as the elderly population grows, they are

increasingly focusing on them.

The average senior poverty rate in the OECD

countries is greater than in Korea when measured in

JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

194



terms of market income; however, when measured in

terms of income that includes state-run public

pensions, the OECD countries see a rapid reduction to

nearly nonexistence, while Korea experiences minimal

change. It gradually diminishes until it vanishes

entirely. When comparing the OECD countries to

Korea, income inequality for the elderly is likewise

much higher when based on market income rather

than income including governmental pensions. This

difference is evident when comparing the Gini

coefficient between the two groups. Comparatively

speaking, it drops far more than in Korea. Government

support for the elderly is thus lacking in the Republic of

Korea.

These Christian missionaries support local

social welfare initiatives while striving for the benefit

and advancement of women, children, youth, the

elderly, and the disabled. They offer a wide range of

programs according to age groups, social classes, and

the type of job. Providing childcare services for children

through Baby School (Agi Hakgyo), Baby House

(Eorinijib), Study Center (Gongbubang), Love House

(Sarangbang), and I and Friend Together (Chinguwa

Hamkke) are essential measures. The elderly are the

focus of the Elders' Public Service Center (Noinpokji

Bongsasenteo), Elders' House (Noinuijib), Elders'
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University (Noin Daehakgyo), and Elders' Club

(Noinhoegwan). Furthermore, the unique concepts and

missions are the Regional Social Service Centers

(J idyeok  Sahoebongsadan) ,  Our  Communi ty

(Urigongdongche), and Reading Room (Dokseosil).

According to the data, the Catholic missionaries have

mostly focused on the following areas: Old-age centers

and Free Housing centers (Noinpokji Unryosilbi

[54.2%]), Kids' House (Eorinijib [32.5%]), Community

Life Centers (Gongdong Saenghwal Siseol [23.7%]),

and Disab led Community Centers  (Jangaein

Saenghwalsiseol [28.4%]). Nonetheless, data that is

currently accessible indicates that the government

social welfare fund provides more than half of the

funding. Additional sponsors of funds include the

corporate sector (7.2%), prosperous businesses

(8.8%), and private donations (10.4%). 

Additionally, the missionaries are skilled in a

few specialized fields, such as child welfare and elder

welfare. In addition, a few more notable child welfare

groups are NCWC, Christian World Vision, Foster

Parent's Plan, Christian Children Federation, and

Unitarian Service Community of Canada. In South

Korea, there were 283 child welfare centers in 1980,

with roughly 259 (91.6%) Protestant, 17 (6.0%)

Catholic, and 6 (2.1%) Buddhist centers.  The data
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from 1997 also shows that, in comparison to the

Catholic Church and Buddhist Monasteries, the

Protestant Church operates the greatest number of

social assistance centers. 

Nonetheless, more Christian missionaries-Protestant

and Catholic-have managed more centers than

Buddhists, even Won Buddhism, particularly in the

field of senior welfare institutions.  In fact, there are

461-Protestant, 561-Catholic, and 268-Buddhist

welfare centers, both registered and unregistered,

dealing with old age people. These organizations are

providing institutional support including coverage of

health care, lodging and food costs.

The Episcopal Commission for Social Affairs is

a key player in the development of the Catholic social

agenda, which must be acknowledged. In addition to

thirty-eight high schools, thirty-three middle and

elementary schools, thirty-two hospitals, and over 750

social assistance institutions, the Catholic Church also

operates ten universities, including one college. These

religious institutions have developed their own systems

for managing social affairs on the outside as well as

inside organizational structure. According to data from

the Korean Health and Social Institute published in

2005, for Protestant social welfare centers, there are

roughly 20.3% under trust and 79.7% under direct
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management; for Catholic centers, there are roughly

70 .8% under  t r us t  and  29 .2% under  d i rec t

management; and for Buddhist centers, there are

roughly 63.7% under t rus t and 36.3% under

management.  

Changing societal mores and a declining population

are likely the two biggest issues facing Korean

Christians today, Catholic and Protestant alike.

However, Christians in Korea have survived centuries

of persecution, war, division, and oppression as a

result of the strong foundations they have built during

this turbulent past. As a result, they will be able to

creatively address the challenges they face today,

albeit with varying degrees of success.

Religious Propensity in Contemporary Korea

It is important to note that Koreans have

traditionally viewed religion with pragmatism and

flexibi l i ty.  W henever new ideas-whether f rom

Buddhism, Confucianism, Shamanism, Christianity, or

the more recent new religions like Islam and Won

Buddhism-have knocked on their doors, they have

stepped up to grasp the essence. In Korean society,

wh e re  a  s i n g le  f am i l y  may ha ve  Bud dh is t

grandparents, a Confucian father, a Christian mother,

and a child who does not practice any religion,
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religious diversity has always been fundamental.  The

Koreans have skillfully used religion to further their

nation-building, social progress, and economic

expansion. Despite this, it is undeniable that Buddhist

groups  have adop ted severa l  contemporary

non-Buddhist social work techniques.

It is rather obvious that the religious landscape

of Korea has been significantly impacted by the

modern way of life. When holidays or Sundays come

around, the majority of Koreans would rather visit

places of worship. As per the Korea National Statistical

Office's 1996 data, individuals dedicated an average of

7.7% of their time to engaging in religious activities.

This consisted of 4.1% dedicated to personal religious

practices and 5.1% to attending religious meetings.

Conversely, the average amount of time spent by

people on Sunday prayers has been 15.7% of their

entire time; women have made more contributions

than men overall. The average participation has

increased by just 0.7%, while Sunday prayers have

increased by 1.7%, according to data from 2004.  Such

par t i c ipa t ion  ra te  in  the re l ig ious  ac t iv i t ies

demonstrates that Koreans have deep inclination

towards religious activities.

According to data from the Social Indicators in

Korea (1996), it is noteworthy that students are
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attending religious services more frequently. 13.3% of

elementary students, 23.2% of middle school students,

22.7% of high school students, and 29.2% of university

students reported attending religious services once a

week in 1991. It implies that older pupils have

demonstrated a stronger propensity to attend religious

services, and that frequency has somewhat increased

after five years. Based on the statistics at hand, it can

be deduced that approximately 25% of the population

has participated in weekly religious services. Notably,

women have been notably more likely than men to

attend these events nationwide.

In addition, since 1990, there has been a new

trend in Korean society that is characterized by a

strong desire to volunteer overseas. These volunteers

operate in the fields of industry and technical support,

public health and medicine, forestry and agriculture,

education and culture, and fishing. In light of this, the

Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)

organized a survey to highlight public attitudes toward

various activities. In 2004, over two thousand people

reported volunteering; however, religious participation

is not listed under a separate heading.  But many

people don't seem to be as interested in attending

religious gatherings these days. The older population

seems to be more secular than the younger in terms of
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religion.

One of the main characteristics of Korean

society has been the diversity of religions. Even though

there have been a few instances of fanaticism and

community violence in modern Korea, the country has

demonstrated great collaboration and coexistence.

Every religion is inclined to carry on the conversation

about religious development that the Christians and

Buddhists started in the 1990s. The last 20 years have

seen a slow increase in the number of religious

Koreans. People in their late forties or early 60s have

been found to have a stronger interest towards

religious activities, based on data from the last three

censuses .  Compared  to  men,  women  have

participated more, particularly those in their late forties.

According to the 2005 rel igious census, about

fifty-seven percent of women respondents accepted

their belief in religion, whereas, only about forty-nine

percent of male respondents admitted their belief in

religion.

Religious Distribution

     Religion       

Year Religious-in % Buddhist (in %)

Protestant (in %) Catholic (in %) Oth e rs  ( i n

%)

Yes No           
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1985 42.56   57.43    46.84 37.72 10.84

4.88

1995 50.72   49.27    45.67 38.76 13.05

1.52

2005 53.08   46.48         42.9 34.5 20.6

2.0

Source: 1985,  1995,  and 2005  censuses have

religious data in percentage, based on sex, age and

religion of people.

Remarkably, the aforementioned data suggests that

there has been a notable decrease in the number of

Buddhist and Protestant adherents during the

post-1995 era. On the other hand, Catholicism and

other religions are steadily growing in number of

adherents while also progressively broadening their

stance. From a Buddhist standpoint, the W on

Buddhism has demonstrated its impulsive nature and

is constantly expanding its adherent base. Thus, since

1985, the number of people who identify as belonging

to a specific religion has increased, and the number of

people who declare they have no rel igion or

disassociate themselves from all religions is rapidly

decreasing.

Conclusion

Building a church is based on two pillars: social
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service and evangelism. After engaging in social work,

the early Korean church turned to evangelism. By

giving Koreans what they needed, missionaries helped

them open their hearts. The Great Revival Movement

made it possible for Korean churches to get involved in

evangelism and social service. The massive rebirth

movement People's spiritual lives changed as a result

of  i t .  A person who has  undergone sp ir i tua l

transformation exhibits a new feature in their life.

People were transformed wherever revival took place.

God has continued to increase the number of

individuals being rescued in the Korean church since

the great revival movement. In many respects,

Christian social service has evolved since the Great

Revival Movement. Above all, a large number of

individuals were able to study thanks to the quick

expansion of schools. Additionally, there was a large

expansion in hospitals, orphanages, and nursing

homes. The Great Revival Movement raised social

consciousness and improved Koreans' quality of life.

These in i t ia t ives were in i t ia l ly conducted by

missionaries, but when Korean Christians experienced

revival movements and saw an increase in church

membership and resources, they were able to take on

more of these tasks. Christian social service is, above

all, something done with the love of Christ. Therefore,
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in order for Christianity to show greater love to more

neighbors, the great revival movement needs to

continue. Christianity Social Welfare seeks to address

social difficulties by advancing the gospel of God's

Kingdom through believers and churches, so benefiting

the welfare community of the nation and regional

society. They are working in various areas to help

people. The Mental Health Welfare provides expert

knowledge to support the rehabilitation of mentally

impaired people in their local communities and helps

them and their family with mental health issues. 

For Christian social workers to feel more fulfilled

in their work and provide various services to society.

However, they maintain ethics and they keep one's

faith and profession apart. As a result, Christian social

workers in the field find it challenging to perform

Christian social welfare due to the taboo surrounding

the application of religion in social welfare. These

issues cause both the lives of Christian social workers

and the standard of Christian social welfare practice to

decrease.

As more Koreans migrate to Asia and found

churches outside of the peninsula, Christianity in

general and Korean Christianity in particular is

becoming more widespread. They travel to the Korean

peninsula as non-Koreans and work as missionaries
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abroad. The resilience of Christianity in Korea, whether

in its Catholic or Protestant forms, means that even if

change is unavoidable, Christianity-in all of its

forms-will probably continue to play a major role in the

Republic of Korea for some time to come. Religious

activities that are socially involved have had a variety

of effects on Korea and, to some extent, other

countries. The nation developed into a wealthy nation

with advanced technology, and its economic expansion

had an impact on religious organizations. Resources

were being used; churches were experiencing a

financial boom. Economic growth prompted donations

to religious institutions, which in turn sparked a great

deal of social welfare activity aimed at strengthening

ties to the community. The propagation of social

activities has become considerably easier as the

nation has developed. The government has been

providing financial support to religious organizations in

addition to private and public donations. As a result,

many organizations are coming up with creative ways

to use the money they get. Furthermore, it appears

that social welfare initiatives are a better fit for the

utilization of deposited monies. As a result, they have

started a number of social empowerment initiatives.   

 

JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

205



Notes

1. Sang-duck Sunim, "Buddhist Laywomen's

Social Work in Korea," (paper presented at the 8th

Sakyadhita International Conference on Buddhist

Women Discipline and Practice of Buddhist Women:

Present and Past, Seoul, Korea, June 27~July 2,

2004).

2. Andrew Eungi Kim, "Protestantism in Korea and

Japan from the 1880s to the 1940s: A Comparative

Study of Differential Cultural Reception and Social

Impact," Korea Journal (Winter 2005): 272-276.

3. Tongshik Ryu, "Religion and the Changing

Society of Korea" (paper presented at the Symposium

on Family and Religion in East Asian Countries, Tokyo

Japan, June 18-20, 1971).

4. Jang Sukman, "Historical Currents and

Characteristics of Korean Protestantism after

Liberation," Korea Journal (Winter 2004): 142.

5. The Severance Hospital and Ewha Women's

University have been developed by the missionaries in

due course of time. Ministry of Culture and Sports, ed.,

Religious Culture in Korea (Seoul: Ministry of Culture

and Sports, 1996), 73-85.

6. See the table for diverse programs organized

by Christian organizations. Most of the Churches have

specific social welfare programs for specific groups,
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which is a peculiarity of Christian Church of Korea. Gu

Jong Hoe, "Hangukui Gidokgyo Sahoepokji" in

Gidokgyo Sahoepokji Chongron, ed. Hanguk Gidokgyo

Sahoepokjihakhoe (Seoul: [Ju] Sinheungmedeu

Ssaieosseu, 2004), 234-235.

7. Won Seok Jo, 366-367, for financial data based

on the different facilities, see 373-374.

8. Lee Bae Geun, "Gidokgyo Adongpokji

Silcheon," in Gidokgyo Sahoepokji Chongron,

264-265.

9. In 1990, 11.8% old age welfare centers were

run by the Buddhists, which is gradually increasing,

though the exact data is unavailable. For statistical

data, see table-5 titled 'a comparative study of old age

centers conducted by the religious organizations. Baek

Seon-hui, "Hanguk Pulgyo Gyodanui Pokjimunje

Daehan Yeongu" (Seoksa Nonmun., Dongguk

Daehakgyo, 1994), 36-39.

10. Jihyeon, ed., Pulgyo Sahoe Pookji Pyeonnam

(Seoul: Jogyejong Chulpansa, 2006), 17.

11. There are some cases where the mother is

Buddhist, while the children are Protestant or believe in

other religions, for more discussion, see Kim

Kwang-ok, "The Religious Life of the Urban Middle

Class," Korea Journal (Winter 1993): 10.

12. National Statistical Office, ed., Report on the
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Time Use survey, Volume 1: Time Spent on Activities

(Daejeon: National Statistical Office, 2005), 83.

13. The social indicator reveals the religious

inclination of common Korean people. For the detailed

data of 1999 and 2003; see National Statistical Office,

ed., Social Indicators in Korea (Daejeon: National

Statistical Office, 2005), 590-591.

14. National Bureau of Statistics Economic

Planning Board, ed., 1985 Population and Housing

Census Report, Vol.1 (Republic of Korea: National

Bureau of Statistics Economic Planning Board, 1987),

289.

15. National Statistical Office, ed., 1995 Population

and Housing Census Report, Vol.1 (Republic of Korea:

National Statistical Office, 1997), 343.

16. Korea National Statistical Office, ed., 2005

Population and Housing Census Report (Daegu: Korea

National Statistical Office, 2007), 309.
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Abstract:This essay addresses new developments in

religious organizations as well as religious social

activity. Religion and spir i tual ity are changing

s ign i f i can t l y i n  Sou th  Ko rea  as  a  resu l t  o f

industrialization and westernization. Organizations that

practice Buddhism in particular are shifting their focus

and seeking for a more intimate social network. The

major challenge appearing in South Korea is ageing

society. Since the number of old-age people is growing
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gradually, the need of old- age center requiring more

resources. Thus, this paper underlines the role of

religious center particularly for centers dealing with

old-age people. The need of social networks and

non-governmental organization are increasing. Korean

Buddhist organizations are also changing their

dimension and focusing on need-based programs

Introduction

There are several Buddhist groups in Korea,

and they conduct a var iety of  act ivi t ies both

domestically and internationally. Even though the

majority of these groups have only recently become

involved in society, they have left a lasting impression.

In actuality, just a small amount of their activity

data-which is only available in Korean-has been made

available for more investigation. Nevertheless, there

aren' t  many Engl ish- language documents or

descriptions of social activities.

While many Buddhist groups are actively

addressing the issues of the modern world, some of

the most prominent Buddhist organizations-both

domestically and internationally-are closely linked to

Jogye Jong. Among these are the Buddhist Solidarity

for Reform (Chmyeo Pulgyo Jaegahyeondae),

generally known as BSR, and the Jung To Society

JAN-MAR. 2024 VOL. 6 ISSUE-1 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

212



(Jeondohwai), also known as Join Together Society.

The Indramang,  a lso known as  Indra 's  ne t,

collaborates with locals and Chongji Jong, a lay

Buddhist group that permits marriages between monks

and nuns, to implement creative ideas for the

improvement of the impoverished. Although these

groups have been interacting with society since the

1980s, they are currently actively looking to do so

more. Highlighting the humanitarian endeavors of

well-known Buddhist organizations that are genuinely

committed to social welfare work and the reform

movement becomes vital.

Jung To Society Social Work

The "Raman Magsaysay Award for Peace and

International Understanding" that Venerable Pomnyun

Sunim, the Master of The Jung To Society, received in

2002 brought attention to this institution. He has been

using the teachings of Buddhism to address a wide

range of  contemporary social issues, such as

environmental degradation and greed and poverty. He

was born in 1953 in South Korea and entered the

monastic community in 1969 at the Gyeongju-based

Bunhwang Monastery, where he studied and put

Buddha's teachings into practice. Pomnyun Sunim

studied Zen Buddhism at Bunhwang Sa, one of the
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Jogye order monasteries, under the direction of Master

Bulshim Domun. But the Jogye Order does not

currently acknowledge him as a legitimate monk. Not

even he received instruction in.  When he was

younger, he became a Buddhist monk, but he quickly

gave up his robes to join the Minjungju Undong, a

South Korean democracy movement. Pomnyun

Sunim, a socially conscious and politically driven

individual, came under fire from the current Korean

government after he was twice detained and subjected

to torture for his political affiliations during the 1980s

democratic struggle.  After joining the People's

Buddhist (Minjung Pulgyo) faction and demanding a

democratic setup for the government and monastery,

he was expelled from Deorim Seon Won Monastery in

1985 because to his pro-reform political affiliation.  It

was a pivotal moment for Pomnyun Sunim, who went

on to found the Central Buddhist Academy in

1998-now dubbed the Jung To Society.

The organization was founded primarily with the

goal of increasing social engagement through social

welfare initiatives. Pomnyun Sunim states that "social

engagement of Buddhism means to live a life of

practice for the purpose of resolving these paradoxes

in society and to awaken to them."  In light of this, his

organization has eight subsidiaries in Korea that are
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dispersed across the Korean peninsula and beyond.

The Junto Society's headquarters, known as the Jung

To Monastery or Center, is situated in Seoul. It has

branches in Ulsan, Daegu, Pusan, Daejeon, Cheongju,

Masam, and Gwangju. For the benefit of residents in

rural and impoverished areas, these regional centers

are putting social welfare initiatives into action.

There are six main sections in The Jung To

Society that address various social and environmental

issues. The Join Together Society (JTS), Good

Friends, Ecobuddha, Jungto Retreat Center, Jungto

School of Buddhism, and Jungto Publishing are these

parts. These Sections operate under the direction of

Jung To Society and are organized on a democratic

basis. Among these, JTS, Ecobuddha, and Good

Friends are the three divisions that are most actively

pu rsu ing  ac t iv i t i es  that  add ress  soc ia l  and

environmental issues.

Furthermore, they have started a number of

initiatives to bring attention to North Korean human

rights concerns, including an instructional program for

peacekeeping, assistance in resettling North Korean

refugees in South Korea, and an assessment of North

Korea's recent human rights situation. Humanitarian

aid has been dispatched to the refugees residing along

the border between China and North Korea. As part of
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the education and refugee care program, weekly open

discussions with regular people are being arranged.

This serves to highlight the inner voices of the North

Korean refugees who fled during the Korean War.

Many of the North Korean exiles who made their home

in South Korea now identify as citizens of the Republic

of Korea. regarding their views on nationality.  

In addition to this, protecting people from

natural  calamit ies has made the sustainable

development of rural areas a primary goal. The primary

actions of this segment also include the construction of

small dams and the installation of water pumps for

irrigation and drinking water. In the same villages

where free medical cl inics, general counseling

services, tuberculosis disease programs, and maternity

services are becoming more and more popular,

Jeevaka hospitals have also been established. It

dispatched a special team for tsunami assistance in

2005 to assist the impacted Tamilnadu region in India.

The portion included a volunteer program wherein 72

Korean students actively collaborated alongside Indian

volunteers from JTS to give everyday necessities to

tsunami victims in partnership with Korean college

students. Together with Community Sharamdan

employees, these volunteers put up a lot of effort to

help the displaced people resume their regular lives
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during the post-tsunami period. JTS arranged a

one-week camp in Dongheswari with the intention of

inspiring students to dedicate their time to the

betterment of society and equipping them to help those

in need while keeping in mind the suffering and loss of

others. 

Indranet Social Network

Kno wn as  the  " I ndra  Ne t  L i f e  Communi ty"

( Indeuramang Saengmyeong Gongdongche) ,

Indramang is a prominent Buddhist community

movement in South Korea. It was formally founded in

the middle of 1999 by Tobop Sunim, a prominent

Jogye Order monk. He is the head monk of Shilsangsa

Monastery. He is known as a "trouble-solving broker"

since he unwaveringly supported the Jogye Order

throughout the dispute over the presidential elections

in 1994 and 1998." 

The Buddhist idea characterizes the Indramang

as a metaphorical world in which everything that exists

and the universe are intricately interwoven like

spiderwebs.  I t  is  worth ment ioning that  the

Avatamsaka Sutra asserts that the god Indra is said to

have a net with diamonds at its knots that reflects the

image of every jewel. "It symbolizes the realized

understanding of the universe's mutual infiltration."  In
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his philosophical writings, Sin Yong-guk notes that the

Indramang was similar to a global village where the

ecology and economy are heavily intertwined, and that

any attempt to destroy society and the natural world

would lead to conflicts, terror attacks, diseases, and

natural disasters on a worldwide scale. 

However, Indramang's focus is primarily on

rural areas, while it also touches on some metropolitan

areas. In Seoul, there is a reputable office where

volunteers handle the majority of the office labor. The

Indramang is divided into five segments: the Ecology

Community Movement (Saengmyeong Gongdongche

Undong), the Back to Farm Movement (Gwinong

Undong), the Cooperative Livelihood Movement

(Saenghwal  Hyeobdong Johab Undong) ,  the

Alternative Education Movement (Daeangyoyuk

Un do ng ) ,  t he  L i f e  Env i r o nme n t  M ove men t

(Saengmyeong Hwangyeong Undong), and the

Indramang Monthly Magazine (Wolgan Indramang

Sosik Jabji). 

The "Buddhist Back to Farm School" (Pulgyo

Guinong Hakgyo) was founded in March 1998. Its first

location is in Seoul, and its second is in the Silsangsa

monastery. The school is the first example of a place

where agricultural practices can be learned, and it has

been widely used to train community members and
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students using both theoretical  and pract ical

approaches. A year is divided into two semesters,

which start in the spring and end in the fall. Twenty

students per class are expected to finish a semester

within the three months that are projected.  Students at

the fully residential Silsangsa Back to Farm School are

expected to adhere to the school's curriculum and

specific commitments of the monastery. In addition to

a public eco-toilet where waste and urine are recycled

into fertilizer, there is an official structure and a hall

constructed from local brick, mud, and wood. On their

required field trip to Silsangsa Farm, Seoul Back to

Farm School students must present their knowledge of

the material they have studied and how it is applied in

real life.

The other continuing educational institutions

and programs, apart from Silsangsa Small School

(Jakaeun Hakgyo), are the following: Kids and

Kindergarten School (Eor in i j ibgwa Chodeung

Haksaeng Banggwahu Hakgyo), Season School for

Historical Experience (Yeoksa Cheheom Gyejeol

Hakgyo), Alternative Social  Education Project

(Daeanjeok Sahoegyoyuksaeob), and Indramang

Village University (Indramang Mauldaehak).

Buddhist Solidarity for Reform and Social Work
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In South Korea, Buddhist Solidarity for Reform,

primarily regarded as a lay Buddhist movement, was

formed in March 1999 by combining the two

already-existing groups known as the "Lay Buddhist

Council" and the "Lay Buddhist Organization," which

had been founded in 1994. The South Korean

Buddhist reform movement gave rise to these two

organizations. Two lay groups were established by

Korean lay Buddhists in the early 1990s with the goal

of slowing down tensions between monastic orders

and sects within Korean Buddhist monasteries.

In order to include people on a large scale, BSR

launched a number of activities between 2001 and

2003. A great deal of influence has been left on

Korean society by the majority of these sub-sections of

the organization, including the "Booklet on the Way of

Practicing Mindfulness," "Green Village Publishing

Company and W eekly Farm,"  "Symposium on

Religious Power and Civil Society in Korea," "The

Buddhist Academy," "Preparatory Committee for

Organizing the Center for Buddhist Policy and Reform,"

"Green Village Publishing Company and Weekly

Farm," and "Program for Migrant Workers." Although

they focus on a specific, designated topic, the majority

of these groups operate under the auspices of BSR.

Regretfully, funding for these subsections is still a
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secret due to a lack of reliable sources.. 

Chongji Buddhist Order Social Work

Founded in 1972 by a virtuous lay Buddhist

named Master Wonjeong, the Chongji Jong is one of

the principal lay Buddhist orders operating with a

missionary fervor inside Korea. It is currently calling lay

Buddhists from all over the world to exhibit their role in

the modern world. In order  to address urban

socioeconomic challenges, the founding members

chose to build the majority of the centers close to inner

cities.

The Order has placed a strong emphasis on its

core principle, "Buddhism in Every Day Life," ever

since its founding. The motto "Buddhism in Everyday

Lives" was highly valued by the current President

Hyogang during the October 2008 Second World Lay

Buddhist Forum. He emphasized how the lay Buddhist

movement has been led by the Chongji Jong. any

specif ics on his message.  A small number of

adherents of the Order serve as the primary funders of

various initiatives, including social welfare projects.

The major i ty of  the connected fami l ies have

volunteered at the welfare centers. Male and female

masters of the centers live basic, non-celibate lives as

volunteers and beneficiaries. In the urban areas of
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Korea, the Order is practiced by thirty-six institutions,

housing thousands of lay followers.

Furthermore, an understanding of the "Kids

Study Room" (Eorin Gombu Bang) program of Pusan

and Daegu's centers-where underprivileged students

and children are encouraged to pursue primary and

secondary education-can help picture some other

clever ideas. At this point, the orphan pupils can

interact with the nearby students who share the "Kids

Study Room" during the school day.

By constructing the "Yeoksam Welfare Center,"

the Order has also extended its program for elderly

people who are impoverished and defenseless. The

Order is housed in a four-story structure in Seoul's

Gangnam neighborhood. Different divisions of the

organization are designated for specialized tasks such

the Publication Division, Social Education Program,

International Affairs, and Regional Social Welfare,  and

in 1999, the "Chongji Welfare Foundation." We've

already touched briefly on how elderly Koreans are

being neglected and ostracized. In Korea, the family

remains the primary caregiver for elderly parents, with

many aging parents living with their married sons.

Despite the fact that individuality has been accepted by

Korean society, at least in urban areas. In urbanized

Korea, living with one's parents is still desired and
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considered a cultural norm. Whereas "Buddhism, the

oldest religion in Korea, stresses solemn fi l ial

obligation, and particularly the eternal and fathomless

love of the mother, which the most filial children would

not be able to fully pay back," it appears that the

dharma teachings of parental responsibility have

profoundly inspired the youth.  While Korean society

attributes its concept of filial piety to Confucian

tradition, it often overlooks the Buddhist understanding

of filial obligation, which is described as "all-inclusive,

embracing all living creatures and universal." 

Chogye Order Social Work

The total number of social welfare institutes or

centers run by South Korea's four main Buddhist

Orders is also displayed. Of these institutions, Jogye

Jong operates around 349 centers (89.7%); Taego

Jong operates roughly 10 centers (2.6%); Cheontae

Jong operates roughly 5 centers (1.3%); and Jingak

Jong operates 15 centers (3.9%). However, counting

the 80 centers that were registered, the total number of

centers up until 2004 was around 474. The total

number of centers is not the same as what is found in

the Jogye Jong records. All facilities that are registered

are included in 474.  It is unknown how many

functioning centers there are in total; additional

research is necessary to determine this figure.
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To further advance the social agenda, the

Jogye Order founded the "Jogye Order Foundation for

Social Work (Jogyejong Pokjijaedan)" in February

1995. In addition, the Order has taken creative steps to

involve society more deeply through the Environmental

Protection Activities (Hwangyeongboho Saeob), the

North-South Korea Unification Program (Nambukdongil

Saeob), and the International Exchange Program

(Gukjegyoryu Saeob). Nevertheless as you can see,

the Jogye Jong and its affiliated temples are in charge

of almost 90% of the centers. Of these, approximately

34% (or 230) of the Jogye Jong centers are directly

under its jurisdiction, and the remaining 66% (or 34%

of the centers) are managed by the trust. Based on the

data that is currently accessible, the Jogye Order is

actively involved in the field of child care and education

today. Korea has a long history of housing abandoned

chi ldren and orphans in monaster ies, as was

previously stated. With a few notable exceptions,

monks and nuns have historically received the greatest

number of these children. 

Won Buddhist Social Work

Master Sotaesan established Won Buddhism,

one of the expanding Buddhist sects in South Korea, in

1916. The Korean Buddhism Reform Movement and
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current socio-political issues resulted in the founding.

The Japanese version of Buddhism, known as the

colonial brand, actually reawakened the Buddhists in

Korea as it began to spread throughout the Korean

peninsula. The Korean Buddhist community argued

that modernizing Buddhist practice and teaching and

then spreading it was the only way to save and

revitalize traditional Korean Buddhism in opposition to

the socio-cultural invasion of colonial rule. As a result,

Koreans began modernizing and spreading Buddhism

throughout both urban and rural areas, taking influence

from the Japanese sect. In this regard, the Buddhist

Research Society (1902) stepped up to establish the

groundwork for contemporary institutions and ideals by

educating the lay Buddhist community and monks.

Among the well-known movements in the early 20th

century were the Jogye Jong Movement, the Imje-jong

Reform Movement, and the W onjong Reform

Movement (1908).  In addi t ion,  the Japanese

Governor-General passed a new, drastic Temple

Ordinance in 1911 following the successful invasion of

Korea, giving the Governor General's office direct

power over temples, temple lands, and other property.

With the passage of this ordinance, Korean temple

governance completely changed, with temple property

being managed as a collective enterprise. Additionally,
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pro-Japanese temple heads were selected by the

Governor General's administration, serving as Japan's

espionage.

In Korea and outside, especially in the USA,

where they have established headquarters in New

York, Chicago, Washington, Manhattan, Boston, and

other places, Won Buddhists are a well-organized

community. These centers play a crucial role in the

dissemination of both dharma and social welfare

initiatives. As a result, it seeks to enlist an increasing

number of foreigners and inspire them to pursue

careers in social work. The organization works with a

wide range of topics, including interfaith collaboration,

human rights advocacy, environmental issues, social

assistance for the impoverished, and North-South

Korea unification. They provide a variety of social

welfare initiatives for the elderly, kids, underprivileged,

disabled, and jobless. According to the data, South

Korea has 116 social welfare institutions in total in

2005. There are fourteen social welfare regional

centers, thirty child centers, fifteen public meeting

facilities, eight nursing homes, four senior citizen

centers, and six health centers among them. The bulk

of welfare centers-children and young (28.4%), old age

(28.4%), and general welfare (12.1%)-seem to be the

main concerns for Won Buddhists who are involved in
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the community.

Conclusion

Even though South Korean Buddhists

participate in a wide range of activities, they are

unwavering in their quest for unity and have distinct

traits. An overview of current events shows that,

starting at the end of the 20th century, socially

conscious Buddhist activities have become more and

more popular. Better educated men and women being

admitted into the Sangha is a sign of good things to

come for Korean Buddhism. The younger generation

and more ardent lay Buddhists are categorically

demanding that Buddhism become more involved in

modern culture. It is important to note that the Christian

missionaries and Buddhist organizations are embroiled

in a fierce rivalry. In this regard, it is inevitable to

examine the development of Buddhist organizations. It

is a reminder that, historically, Korean Buddhists have

valued partnership over solo endeavors. Nevertheless,

there is a lack of a cohesive welfare policy in Buddhist

social welfare services, with a greater number of

centers and institutions operating independently and

without collaborating with other Orders. To preserve

more objectivity, the Buddhists must also improve their

research and evaluation methods.  According to a
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survey by the National Korean Social Welfare Council,

despite the fact that Buddhist nuns have demonstrated

a strong commitment to social work, their participation

has lagged behind that of social workers who have a

strong Christian attachment. However, the information

shown in the chart is based on events that occurred in

the 1980s, when Buddhist groups had just begun to.
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