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


 
 
  

  


    






  







  



 ,  

  



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



Urdu Language, Literature and its

Historical Perspectives

The history of the subcontinent's rich and lively

development of the Urdu language and literature

spans several centuries. Urdu, a language created via

the blending of Persian, Arabic, and regional dialects,

grew in popularity as a medium for artistic expression

and communication among the region's various

communities. This study examines the development of

Urdu literature and language and its significant social

effects. The origins of Urdu (Rekhta) can be found in

the 11th century, when local dialects used by common

people mixed with Persian, the language of the ruling

class. In 13th century for the first time Amir Khusrau

has experienced and developed the different kinds of

poetic forms in Urdu. Beside this saints and sufies of

that time has promoted these poetic forms to all over

India. During the Mughal dynasty, Urdu rose to

prominence as the court tongue and a representation

of sophisticated culture and intellectualism. During the

Middle Ages, Urdu literature flourished, with poets like
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Mir Taqi Mir, Mirza Ghalib, and Allama Iqbal making

significant contributions. Urdu literature has a broad

range of  soc ia l e f fects.  I t  was cruc ia l  to  the

development of social and cultural identities, the

promotion of  sol idar ity, and the chal lenge of

established conventions. Love, spirituality, and social

justice are major topics in Urdu poetry, and these

themes have a universal appeal that cuts through

linguistic, religious, and regional barriers. Additionally,

Urdu literature promoted social change and political

enlightenment. The power of language was employed

by authors and thinkers to denounce social injustices,

fight for women's rights, and advance nationalism.

Urdu literature is still developing, incorporating fresh

ideas and literary forms while preserving its core. Urdu

language and literature has had a significant influence

on society. It has been used for political mobilization,

social reform, artistic expression, and communications. 

The history of the Urdu language and its rich

literature in the subcontinent dates back many

centuries. Urdu has developed into a vital language of

communication, artistic expression, and cultural identity

among various people in the area. Its roots are in the

fusion of Persian, Arabic, and regional dialects. This

introduction examines the origins and growth of Urdu

literature and language, stressing their tremendous
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influence on sub-continental society. Urdu literature

has had a significant and enduring social impact. It

was crucial in forming social and cultural identities,

encouraging a sense of community, and questioning

accepted conventions. People from many walks of life

were moved by the poetry and prose of Urdu writers,

cutting beyond racial, religious, and linguistic barriers.

It developed into a recurring theme that bound

individuals together and offered a stage for exchanging

feelings and experiences. Language and Literature

Impact on society: Language and literature have a

profound impact on society in various ways. They

reflect and shape cultural values, transmit knowledge,

foster empathy and understanding, and serve as a

medium for social and political commentary. Here are

some key impacts of language and literature on

society. Cultural  Reflection and Preservation:

Language and literature provide a means to express

and preserve cultural identity. They reflect the values,

customs, traditions, and beliefs of a society, allowing

future generations to understand their heritage. 

Urdu emerged as an independent language

towards the end of the 11th century AD. Arabic and

Persian were introduced in India with the coming of the

Turks and the Mughals. Persian remained the court

language for many centuries. Urdu as a language was
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born out of the interaction between Khadiboli, Turki,

Arabic and Persian. After the conquest of Delhi (1192),

the Turkish people settled in this region. Urdu was

born out of the interaction of these settlers and soldiers

in the barracks with the common people. Originally it

was a dialect but slowly it acquired all the features of a

formal language when the authors started using

Persian script. It was further given an impetus by its

use in Bahamani states of Ahmadnagar, Golkunda,

Bijapur and Berar. Here it was even called dakshini or

daccani (southern). As time passed, it became popular

with the masses of Delhi.

Urdu became more popular in the end of the 17th

and early 18th century. People even wrote accounts of

later Mughals in Urdu. Gradually it achieved a status

where literature-both poetry and prose-started being

composed in it. The last Mughal Emperor Bahadur

Shah Zafar wrote poetry in it. Some of his couplets

have become quite well known in the Hindi and Urdu

speaking areas. Urdu was given its pride of place by a

large number of poets who have left inimitable poetry

for posterity. The earliest Urdu poet is supposed to be

Khusrau (1253-1325). He started writing as a poet in

the reign of Sultan Balban and was a follower of Nizam

ud-din Auliya. He is said to have composed ninty-nine

works on separate themes and numerous verses of
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poetry. Among the important works composed by him

are Laila Majnun and Ayina-I-Sikandari dedicated to

Alau-din-Khalji. Among other well-known poets are

Ghalib, Zauq, and Iqbal. Iqbal's Urdu poetry is

available in his collection called Bang- i - dara. His

Sarejahan se achcha Hindostan hamara is sung and

played at many of the national celebrations in India. No

army parade is considered complete without the army

band playing this tune. In big Indian cities like Delhi

these are many programmes in which famous singers

are invited to sing nazams or Ghazals written by

famous poets like Ghalib, Maum, Bulley Shah, Waris

Shah besides many others. So you can imagine how

rich our language and literary culture must have been

to continue till today. It has enriched our lives and is

central to people meeting and intermingling with each

other. Among the best prose writers were people like

Pandit Ratan Nath Sarshar, who wrote the famous

Fasanah- i-Azad. Even in the early days, Munshi Prem

Chand, who is supposed to be a doyen of Hindi

literature, wrote in Urdu. Urdu has given us a new form

of poem that is called a nazm. Urdu was patronised by

the Nawabs of Lucknow, who held symposiums in this

language. Slowly it became quite popular. Pakistan

has adopted Urdu as the state language.

Development of Literature during the Mughal
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Period There was a tremendous development in the

field of literature during the Mughal times. Babar and

Humauan were lovers of literature. Baber was himself

a great scholar of Persian. He wrote a book known as

Tuzek-e-Babari which is highly esteemed by the

Turkish Literature. Humayun got the treatise translated

into Arabic. He too was a lover of learning and had

establihsed a big Library. Humayun Nama, tops the

books written in his times. Akbar was very fond of

leaning. 'Akbar Nama', Sur Sagar, Ram Charitamanas

are prominent among the books written during his

time. Malik Muhammad Jayasis Padmavat and

Keshav's Ram Chandrika were also written during the

same period. Jahangir greatly patronized literature.

Many scholars adorned his court. He too was a scholar

of a high caliber and wrote his life story. During Shah

Jahan's time there was a well known scholar named

Abdul Hameed Lahori. He wrote Badshah Nama. The

literary activities suffered during Aurangzeb's time.

Urdu prose has started developing in northern

India during the last days of the Mughal emperor. This

credit goes to Mirza Galib, Wajid Ali Shah, Ghulam

Gaus Bekhabar and Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan. The

language of Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan was very simple

and impressive. His compositions inspired the other

urdu writers like Mohammad Hussain Azad, Maulana
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Altaf Hussain Hali, Deputy Nazir Ahmad, Muhsinul

Mulk, Waqarul Mulk, Shibli Nomani and others. 

The Linguistic Heritage as Part of the Cultural

Heritage. The use of a particular language not only

serves as a means of functional communication but

also expresses the speaker's cultural identity, as well

as the cultural heritage developed by all previous users

of that language. In India, Urdu is an Eighth Schedule

language whose status and cultural heritage is

recognized by the Constitution of India; and the

general masses played a key role in establishing Urdu

as the language of Indians, and it also has an official

status in several Indian states.

Urdu languages like others are a rich aspect of

India's cultural heritage and provide a deeper insight

into the cultural diversity of different regions. Learning

a learning Urdu language can be a great way to

explore and appreciate this diversity.

Urdu is the only language in the world in which it

is just not possible to abuse someone. The sweetness

of the language is the strong testimony for the reasons

why Urdu is the most beautiful language. The

sweetness of the language is the strong testimony for

the reasons why Urdu is the most beautiful language.

This is the reason why Urdu has been and still is the

language of commerce and culture all over the world.
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The ear l ies t  l ingu is t ic  in f luences  in  the

development of Urdu probably began with the trade

market is the interaction of traders. Our country has

been the center of the whole world in terms of trade

and economy since ancient times. Therefore, the

beginning of Urdu language and literature came into

existence through the mutual trade relations of the

businessmen of India and the whole world.

Even when you fight with someone in Urdu

language and l iterature, it seems like you are

complimenting them. For veteran actor Prem Chopra,

there's no language sweeter than Urdu language and

literature. The Urdu language and literature has played

an integral part in Indian cinema. It is the backbone of

Indian films and lyrics and instantly lends richness to a

simple dialogue or a song, says Prem Chopra, whose

Urdu language and literatures couplets are famous

within the film industry, so much so that his colleague

Mr. Dharmendra christened them.

Urdu language and literature is chosen as a

symbol of unity for the new Dominion of the world,

because it had already served as a lingua franca

among the humanity in the universe. Urdu language

and literature is also seen as a repertory for the

cultural, economic, employment and social heritage of

the world which influenced every dimension of human
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beings all over the world.

Sitting in my college office at Delhi University,

recently I was met by a young foreign student who

wanted to learn the Urdu script. He had come to India

to study Indian Sufism, and his teachers had told him

that learning to read Urdu was a necessary first step

on that path. It was another reminder of how the script

preserves important links to the past despite threats to

its future.

In India, Urdu enjoys a prestigious position as one

of the official languages recognized in the Constitution.

However, its unique Arabic-Persio script is under fire

and threatened by repeated calls for its abolition.

Commentators and campaigners have long argued

that replacing the Urdu script with the Latin or

Devanagari alphabet (used for English and Hindi

respectively) would create links between different

communities and reduce sectarianism. Harmony will

be promoted. But despite sometimes speaking of unity

and progress, these calls are part of the ongoing "war

on Urdu" in India. Changing the Urdu script would

irreparably damage the language and the links it

fosters with India's extraordinarily rich and complex

culture. To understand the threats facing the Urdu

script and the importance of its preservation, it is

important to look at its history and what its future might
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hold.

A French font designer once wrote that a letter is

not just a sound, it is a trace of mankind. Indeed, script

is one of the marvels of human engineering, and the

development of the first writing system in ancient

Sumeria can be considered the beginning of history,

allowing the spoken word to be set, sometimes literally,

in stone. Is. In the centuries that followed, hundreds of

different scripts were developed, and many of them

are still in use today. Urdu script attracts us a lot, it also

has Sanskrit influences. It spread to areas that

resembled the entire universe, where it played an

important role in the human cultures of the world. The

famous devotional ghazal poetry of Urdu intellectuals

and writers is unimaginable without Urdu script.

However, what is less known is that the first poems on

the Indian festival Holi were also written in this script.

Yet, despite its prominence, the status of Urdu in

India, and its unique script, has long been under threat.

Famous Hindi poet Bharathindu Harishchandra

described Urdu as "the language of dancing girls and

prostitutes", a phrase that remains on the lips of

anti-Urdu activists. 

Nevertheless, despite the pressure on the

traditional script by modernist movements in the

twentieth century, prominent figures in Indian history
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such as Mahatma Gandhi championed the Urdu script.

Urdu's venerable place in Indian cul ture was

recognized in the country's constitution.

However, neither constitutional protection nor

evidence of harm caused elsewhere by the abolition of

the script has prevented calls for the abolition of the

Urdu script. Now the pressure is coming from two very

different directions: young Urdu-speaking nationalists;

On many social media platforms, Roman has been

showing increasing displeasure with the script of his

mother tongue in favor of using Urdu. However, one

group maintains the false belief that Hindi and Urdu

are the same language, arguing that Urdu should

abandon its script in favor of the Devanagari script

used for Hindi. Proponents of such a position in India

argue that the Urdu script is foreign, and limited to

Muslim culture. Furthermore, Pakistan, the bute-noir of

the Hindi-chauvinists, has adopted Urdu with its script

as its national language. But what if such calls are

heeded and the Urdu script is officially replaced by an

alternative? Historical evidence from Turkey and the

Soviet Union suggests that its impact on literacy and

culture would be devastating.

More recently, academics Shaira Narmova and

Mekhribun Abdulrahmanova have shown how

Uzbekistan's decision to switch from the Cyrillic to the
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Latin alphabet in 1993 led to a significant decline in

youth literacy. So what can be done to save the Urdu

script and the centuries of cultural knowledge it

contains?

The threats facing Urdu vary in origin and nature,

but the remedy for all of them is the same: to create an

understanding of the unique value of the Urdu script

and the valuable role it plays in Indian and global

culture.

The first element of the script's value is its

compatibility with the spoken Urdu. The Devanagari

script used for Hindi is not suitable for the Urdu

consonantal system. For example, many Urdu

consonants have no equivalent in Devanagari, such as

khe kh, zal z, zi z, zizh, ghain gh, qaf etc.

Similar problems exist when trying to represent

spoken Urdu in the Roman alphabet. In fact, how can

the Roman alphabet be used to write Urdu or any other

language when it does not even represent all the

sounds that occur in English. No script developed for

another language can truly represent spoken Urdu.

Any change to any other script will result in the loss of

most of Urdu's vocabulary, meaning that its literary

heritage will not be understood by future generations.

Any script is a valuable reflection of human civilization

and erasing one would also erase a part of our rich
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world heritage. But the loss of the Urdu script will be

particularly acute because the Urdu script opens a

window to a vast swath of Indian culture.

Therefore, the effor t to save Urdu should

emphasize India's long and proud history and how it is

intertwined with the common cultures of the region.

Trying to represent his words with any other alphabet

would be like building the Taj Mahal and rebuilding it

with different bricks. Some surface similarities may

remain, but the building will no longer be the same.

India is a country whose remarkable diversity

stems from the riches of its past. Efforts to forcibly

remove elements of this diversity will sever our links

with our past, with dire consequences for our future.

The more people perpetuate myths that erase

elements of Indian history, the more they promote the

attitude that certain scripts, languages, cultures and

people do not belong in India. Preservation of Urdu

script is a necessary intellectual endeavor for Indian

social democracy. It is no exaggeration to say that our

cultural diversity depends on it.

**************
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
#  #  #  #  #  # 




 #  # 

    

















..........


 Commitment


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 



























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 Commitment 




 



















 Urge


 


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


























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













 








   



    


 
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



 












 
 











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




















 




 









 


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
































 
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












 











 





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





 





















 




 

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





















 











 








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 

















 









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







 Nostalgic 






















**************
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
 ### 







 









..........













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















 ? 












OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

31








  l

  l

  l

  l


 ? 









 ? 







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


























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






























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












  



















 ? 
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









   l

   l

l    l

   l

   l

   l

   l














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




?  






















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Perfection 
 ? 

  
  








 


















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





























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































OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

40










Summery 


    
  
















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

























 ? 
  



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



    
   


   
    

  
    

   
    
    
      
    

  

**************
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 
#  #   #  # 



Abstract:Language has the power to honor,

revere, mourn, and even heal. In poetry, these

emotions are often expressed in poetic form.

The history of Urdu language elegies and plays is

rich and varied, in Urdu language and literature the

elegiac is a poem that depicts death or loss.

Traditionally, it includes themes of mourning and

reflection of loss. However, it can also explore themes

of redemption and solace, so the relation of dramatic

elements in Marathi Nineteen is close to that of Choli

Daman.

Drama and Elegy This refers to poetic verse,

expressed in beautiful rhymed form, that addresses

themes such as loss, death, love and war. When the

Romans conquered Greek lands, they often adopted

Greek artistic traditions, and beautiful poetry was no

exception. Roman elegies, written in all languages of

the world, focused on similar themes as Greek

mythology.

The beautiful poems were particularly revived
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during the Renaissance and eventually found their way

into the canon of Urdu literature. Urdu poets have

mentioned their legends in poetry and prose with more

emphasis on death and the loss of a loved one.

In the light of the reading of this article, it can be

said that Professor Sharab Radulvi has studied Marathi

Anis very seriously and has explored the dramatic

elements in it with an intellectual and scholarly style

and he has chosen such stanzas of the Marathi that

Me Anis has depicted the emotions, movements and

movements of various characters. Prof. Sharab

Radulvi explores this realm beyond the reach of the

eye by providing examples of dramatic elements from

the Marathi of Nineteen. The mind-body needed for

this quest is certainly bestowed upon Professor Sharab

Radulvi by nature; otherwise he would have failed in

his search for new islands in criticism.

..........









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



























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
























 
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 




 





 











 





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







 











(conflict) 
 (Suspence)
 (Unities)









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






 

















 

  


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





 



 



















 


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




 











 





  
 

 

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



















 



 


 
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






 



 









**************
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
Keywords  Urdu fiction, women fiction writers,

evolution, societal values, Western thought, post1857

period, sociocultural context, feminist theoretical

frameworks, contemporary authors, taboo social

issues, gender roles, societal norms.





Abstract:This research article presents a

comprehensive analysis of the evolution of Urdu

fiction, with a focus on the significant contributions of

women fiction writers. Urdu fiction, spanning over a

century, has evolved in response to changing societal

values and influences from Western thought. The

multidisciplinary research approach employed includes

text analysis, sociocultural context exploration,

comparative analysis, and feminist theoretical

f rameworks .  Pr imary sources  l i ke  pub l ished

collections, literary journals, and critical reviews, along

with secondary sources such as scholarly articles,

inform the study.

The art ic le commences by examining the

post1857period, marked by an intellectual awakening
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after India's war of independence, which introduced

Western literature and ideas into Urdu literary circles.

The historical classification of Urdu fiction reveals early

female fiction writers, including Khatun Akram, Rashid

Jahan Dehlavi, Hamida Sultan, and Razia Sajjad

Zaheer, who fearlessly tackled taboo social issues and

demonstrated a profound understanding of human

psychology and societal complexities.

The study also explores the impact of these

pioneer ing women authors, h ighl ight ing their

exploration of themes like changing social values,

social justice, and the pain of partition. Contemporary

women Urdu fiction writers, such as Zahida Hina,

Zakia Mashhadi, Nigar Azeem, Shamim Nikhat,

Tarannum Riyaz, and Bilqis Fatima, are examined,

showcasing their contributions to the ongoing evolution

of Urdu literature.

In conclusion, this research article underscores

the enduring influence of these women writers on Urdu

literature. They have challenged conventional norms,

addressed complex societal issues, and enriched the

literary landscape with their distinctive storytelling. By

promo t ing  c r i t ic a l  d ia logue  and  address ing

contemporary concerns, these authors continue to

shape the narrative of gender and society within Urdu

literature, leaving an indelible mark on this vibrant
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literary tradition.

..........





 120 

 








 120 











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









 



 














 1857 

















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



 1857

 1857










''  ''''  '' 
 ''  '' 





 

 ''  ''1932 
 ''  ''  ''  '' 



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 ''  ''  ''  ''''  ''









 ''

 '' 

''  '' 










 ''  ''  ''  '' 





 ''  ''  ''  ''


 

 1939 
 1959  1948  1946 

 ?1986  1977 

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 ''  '' 





 ''  '' 


 

 















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




























OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

62

























 





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 
















 


 1976 

 1958 
 1995 





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







 '' 
 ''  1993 ''  ''  1984 '' 

 2003 '' 



 ''  ''  1999 ''  ''  1990 '' '' 




 1989 ''  '' 
 ''  ''  ''  ''


 ''  '' 




''  '' 


 '' 
 ''  ''  '' 


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
















 





 
































 
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










































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
















 ? 












 









2017  1415 
 27

 1947?1900  244
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 139
 1949  11

 1976  6  13


 2829 
 156
 101

 35
1980  6262 

 2
 100
 37

 451
 292
 152
 2

1954  491



 334

 514
 211


1954  127

  397
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196  24
 6
 2

1986  2221
 45


 31
 25
 11
 45

**************
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
 editortau@gmail.com- 

9968244001 









Abstract: Hali familiarized Urdu literature with the

true literary color, but also left the best examples for

the upcoming writers by expressing themselves

tirelessly on literary criticism, biography, composition

and contemporary issues. Maulana Hali's highest

achievement in Urdu poetry is his long poem "Masdus

Hali". It is said that for many years the most published

book in the subcontinent after the Holy Qur'an was

"Musdus Hali". It is a matter of faith for anyone to stand

up and give a positive message for the nation in a dire

situation and in a difficult time, and this work can only

be done by someone who has strong faith and knows

how to speak the truth in a difficult time. The message

of awakening could have been the death knell, but it

encouraged truth and audacity and caused even more

heat in his emotions. The British knew very well that if

anyone could resist their nefarious intentions, it could

only be the Muslims. The coming time also proved this

and the British had to face stiff resistance at the hands

of the Muslims. In such a period, Maulana Altaf

OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

71



Hussain Hali breathed that soul into the dead hearts of

Muslims with his poetry and poetry that the promise of

revolution started to be heard everywhere.

Masdus Hali is a poem that reflects the highlights

of the Muslim past. In this poem, Maulana Hali not only

discusses the former greatness and glory of the nation,

but challenges their honor in the present era. Rather,

by describing it with historical events, the causes and

reasons for their development and decline from era to

era have also been described. Which shows Maulana

Hali's deep study and awareness of the history of

Islam? He has tried to awaken the Muslim nation by

giving the form of a poem as a model to the historical

events from era to era, which has no example. For

example, in the opening verses, a map of the state of

Arabia is drawn. He is so true that from the time the

pen penned the scene to the present day he has

served as a model for every cartographer of that era.

Today, there is not a single leader or reformer

who can inspire respect among Muslims in the entire

Islamic world. There is a world of chaos everywhere

and there is a famine-like situation. Muslims in Muslim

countries are thirsty for the blood of Muslims. They are

cutting each other's throats day and night. They are

bombing. They have no shame in the fact that not only

their enemies, innocent children, women, old people
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and the innocent are also coming under their attack.

The limit is that even the hospital is not safe from their

brutal acts. There is a market of brutality and brutality

which is always hot, but there is honor and dignity

which is not awakening.

Maulana Hali has also mentioned the teachings of

Islam in detail . He ? made human beings and

especially the land of Arabia where the darkness of

ignorance was spread and people were living worse

than animals. It is forced to give examples and

references of these souls in making the day and night

of life ideal. 

If the earth is to be made an example of Paradise

and it is to be kept above all temptations and mischief,

then it is necessary to update the Shariah brought by

this Bani ? and to publicize the Sunnah of this Bani ?

and the exemplary character of his Companions.

Otherwise, the world can never become a paradise,

but it can definitely prove to be a hell. The arrival of the

Prophet (pbuh) and the spread of his teachings are

described in this way:

If history is studied with a sincere heart, even the

most developed nation cannot deny that the basis of

all the knowledge they have at today's stage of

development was provided by the Muslims. New

worlds were discovered by Muslims. Muslims provided
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the highest standard of justice. Muslims taught the

world how to govern. Muslims taught how hearts are

lived. He informed the people of the world about

sciences and arts such as mathematics, philosophy,

medicine, chemistry, geometry, composition, tourism,

commerce, architecture, painting, and surgery. It is

another matter that the Muslims went ahead and fell

victim to neglect of dreams and fell into luxury and

avoided research and were defeated by other nations.

In Masad, after describing the progress and rise of

the nation in a very effective manner, Hali has stated

with great sorrow that the Muslims are content with

degradation and are not willing to give up neglect. In

this way, they themselves have been humiliated, but

due to their indifference, they have also defamed Hadi

Burhaq's religion.

This paper aims to present Maulana Altaf Husain

Hali's, a talented Urdu poet, for a better understanding of

his life and poetry, through various events and issues that

shaped his life including his involvement in the Humanist

movement, the struggle against colonial ism, his

participation in the Visionary Writers and thinkers

movement , and his relat ionship with the Social

reformation. This paper also focuses on unraveling how

love and reformation inspired him for his poetry

..........
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




























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




























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
 460 

 370 
























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


























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



























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


























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


























 
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




















 



 
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

























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

























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 





























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
































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





























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





 





















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






























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















 23 













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





 ? 

 























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





























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

























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
















 
 


 
 






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




























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


























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


































OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

97


































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





































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
























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





























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








    


**************
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
 #  # 

               

          

      

  


















..........




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



























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


























 ? 

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










 ? 



?  ? 







 ? 






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 ? 




























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

























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 ?


 










44 






**************
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
 # 

         


 




















 _ 



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 _ 



..........






 _ 




     






 






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















 









 '' 
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 theory of literature_ '' 
 theories of criticism 













theory 
 ''  '' 









 ''  ''  ''  '' ''  '' 





OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

113




'' 

 _ 



 ......… 


















 _ 


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 _ 











 ''









 _ 


 ''

 _ 




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_ 



 




 ''






    
 _ 




 ''










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



 _ 






 ''  ''  ''  '''''' 

 _ 













 ''



OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

117





















 ''











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









 ''  ''






 _ 










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




      



 ''








 ''


  _ 









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
















 ''











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























 ''
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
 









     

**************
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

  Keywords: Essence & Peals, Red wine, Positive

atti tude, Star, Pioneer, authoratarian poli t ics,

selif-respect, Hormony, The flame of romance,

Archetypal, Devine being, Iqlima, Mercury Heart,

commandments, Blood Vamparism, Lyrical Music,

Fudal Mentality.




Abstract:Fahmida Riaz is a poet of bold words

and bold lips and accent, whose distinction has been

to present women's and social issues with flawless

words and poetic harmony and unique style of

expression. Her poems are more mind than heart

satisfaction. There is no doubt that his loud poems

against religious, social and political exploitation

shocked the li terary world and challenged the

supporters of ignorant traditionalism and authoritarian

politics. She is known as a Pakistani poet, but has a

deep connection with India; Because not only she was

born in Meerut, but also established a relationship of

academic and literary partnership with Jamia Millia

Islamia during her exile. She also served as a

distinguished faculty member. Highlighted the

archetypal (identity), she sees the role and issues of
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woman as connected with physical and spiritual

devotion. In this article, an attempt has been made to

highlight the different aspects and characteristics of her

poetry with reference to several poems, that reflects

her whole personality. Among his poetry collections,

"Pathar ki Zuban,"Tum Kabeer" are worth mentioning.

Poems such as  'soch', 'Khusbu', 'kabhi kabhi', 'Meri

Chambeli ki narm khusbu', 'Bakirah', 'Ek Zan-e-Napak',

Ishq Awarah Mizaj' 'Iqlima' and 'Kotwal betha hai' are

prominent, which reflect her various ideas and

thoughts.

..........















 
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







 19871981 


 1946 

 72  2018

















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
 




 





 





















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
 

 


















 ... 










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





 




 




















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












 














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









 1996 



















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


 














1991295 














OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

132








 



















**************
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
Keyworlds: Masterpiece, Streame of Consiousness,

Romance, Fable, Legend, Myth




Abstract:From the review of Urdu and

English novels, it is clear that Urdu novels have

not only used English novels but also imitated

them. Since Deputy Nazeer Ahmad, the Urdu

novel has continued its journey under the

influence of the English novel. The first example

in this regard is the transference of the Englsh

word 'novel' to Urdu. Examples of English

novels can aslo be found in terms of story,

theme, style and technique. In the novels of

Aziz Ahmed, there are similiar impressions of D.

H. Lawrence. Qurratul Ain Haider was not only

familiar with English writers, but their works

have also captivated her mind. Ahsan Farooqi is

influenced by Jane Austen, Charles Dickens,

Fielding, S. T. Coleridge, Virginia Woolf, Henry 

James, Galsworthy. On the Other hand,
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Abdullah Husain seems to find the material of

his art in the novels of H. G. Wells and Ernest

Hemingway. And Khadija Mastoor's vision of

Austen is clearly reflected.In this article an

attempt has been made to find out how much

Urdu and English novels are related to one

another.

..........






















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


















  









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
 


 
 
 



 




 






 




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



























  



OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

138







O l d 




 Mortality







 

















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









Old 
 Mortality











 Direct Interior Monologue 
 Indirect Interior Monologue 

Omniscient Author's Description 
Soliloquy 



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




 Direct Interior Monologue 
 Ulysses  


















 - - - - 



 ---- 
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





 ---- 
 ---- 

 ---- 


















 "Orlando" 



 


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




"He was careful to avoid meeting anyone. There

was stubbs, the gardener, coming along the

path. He hid behind a tree till he had passed.

He let himself out at a little gate in the garden

wa l l .  He  s k i r t ed  a l l  s tab les ,  k enne ls ,

breweries,carpenters' shops,wash houses,

places where they make tallow candles, kill

oxen...."








 


 



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





















 

  



OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

144

























 





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





























  




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






  








 

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
 #  #  #  #  # 

  
 

 






..........





  


 





 

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



























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

























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





























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






 




















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



























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 


























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














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
 #  #  # 
















..........

Introduction 
 ? 

 ?  ? 







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


















 


 





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
















 ? 










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




















 sex 
 sex 









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


 sex 



























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





























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






























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
 ? 






 

 


















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




























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
































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
















 




Summary 







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

































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







 ? 






 ? 





**************
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

 #  # 
 #  #  # 
 #  #  # 

 #  # 




















 

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


























 __ 







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








..........

(Introduction) 






















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 (reportage) 



'reportage'  'report' 





















 






 


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


 





























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




























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





























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






























 

**************
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
#  #  # 

 #  #  # 

























. 
 
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











..........



















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






 




















. 



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 . 
























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
 ''

1  '' 

 ''

2  '' 


3  ''   ''


4  ''  ''


 kharacthers  character 













 ''
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






5  '' 



 persona 

 Mask 















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































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







 



















OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

184













 ''  ''  ''  '' 


















 ''  '' 
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
 '' 

 ''  '' '' 




















 



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






























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









 













 1947  1857 



 1947  1857


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 ' '













22  '' 











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









 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.

 1 




 

 '' 
 '' 

 2



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





 3. 








 4

        










 ''  ''  ''  '' 


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

















 ''  ''  ''  '' 
 ''  '' 

 ''  '' 
 ''  '' 

 






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












 ''  '' 








  








 ''  ''



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




























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





 1

511 
 

 2001  2

534
 .3


889 

  4

49  1989 
87  5

 1972  6

116

**************
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Pursuit of a Separate State: Colonialism

and the Biharis' Quest for Equality

AMIT K. SUMAN

Abstract This research paper delves into the

historical context of the quest for an independent Bihar

during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It

explores the multifaceted discrimination faced by

Biharis in various domains, including employment and

education, which galvanized their call for regional

autonomy. The discriminatory practices against Biharis

in public services, particularly in the subordinate

judicial services and educational appointments, are

examined in detail . The skewed distribution of

government jobs, where Bengalis were favoured over

Biharis, is analyzed, emphasizing the systemic

injustice and regional disparities. Furthermore, this

paper underscores the significance of Hindu-Muslim

unity within the movement for the demand for a

separate Bihar. The socio-political movements during

this period highlighted a united front among Bihari

intelligentsia, irrespective of religious affiliations,

against the systemic discrimination by the colonial

authorities. The research underscores how the

demand for a separate state was not merely a regional
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sentiment but a response to the larger issue of

d i sc r im ina t ion  and  the  pursu i t  o f  equ i tab le

opportun it ies  in a d iverse, mult i - l ingual,  and

multi-cultural landscape. The unity among Biharis,

transcending religious boundaries, was a powerful

force driving their quest for regional identity and

autonomy. This paper provides historical insight into a

s i g n i f i c an t  e p i s o de  i n  I n d i a ' s  s t r u g g le  f o r

self-determination and regional representation.

Ke ywo r d s :  R e g i o na l  I d en t i t y  i n  B i h a r ,

Sachchidanand Sinha, Creation of Modern state of

Bihar, Bihar Model of Secularism.

Introduction

The partition of Bihar from Bengal in 1912, during

British colonial rule in India, represented a pivotal

moment in the development of a distinct regional

identity rooted in sub-nationalism. This movement was

predominantly led by the westernized Bihari elites who

played a central role in shaping its course. The

character of this regional and economic consciousness

in Bihar was profoundly shaped by the interplay of

three major factors, as identified by Shaibal Gupta, the

Bihari intelligentsia, Bengali settlers, and British

imper ia l ism.  F ir s t  and fo remost,  the Bihar i

intelligentsia, comprising educated individuals from the

region, served as the intellectual vanguards of the
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separation movement. Their vision and articulation of

Bihar's unique identity and interests were instrumental

in mobilizing public support. Secondly, the presence of

Bengali settlers in Bihar added complexity to the

dynamics of the movement. These settlers brought

with them their cultural, linguistic, and political

influences, which both enriched and complicated the

process of defining Bihar's distinct identity. Lastly, the

backdrop of British imperialism played a decisive role.

The policies of the colonial administration, often driven

by divide-and-rule strategies, had a significant impact

on the trajectory of the separation movement. It was

within this context that the Bihari intelligentsia,

influenced by their exposure to Western ideas, seized

the opportunity to assert Bihar's unique regional

identity and economic interests.

The partition of Bengal by the British government

marked a momentous event in Indian history. The

campaign for the detachment of Bihar from Bengal

started to gather pace in the latter half of the 19th

century, as Aryendra Chakravartty explains. This

movement was primarily driven by two significant

factors. Firstly, the people of the region began to

perceive Bihar as a neglected and marginalized area,

one that had diminished in importance to the rulers of

India. This sense of neglect fuelled the desire for a
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separate identity and recognition. Furthermore, the

unearthing of  the ancient Mauryan capital  of

Pataliputra near present-day Patna in 1895 had

significant implications. This discovery not only evoked

feelings of a magnificent historical legacy but also

acted as a haunting reminder of a bygone era that

appeared almost impossible to resurrect. This

historical connection played a pivotal role in shaping

the aspirations of the people of Bihar and their call for

a distinct identity. The year 1894 held significant

importance, as it marked the first occasion when a

formal memorandum was presented to Sir Charles

Elliott. He was visiting the historic city of Gaya, which

was deeply intertwined with the ancient history of

Bihar. The formal proposal was presented by the

Committee of Reception to Sir Elliott and read as

follows:

"We crave leave to submit that it is the fate of

Behar that it forms, for administrative purposes, a

mere appendage of the larger province of Bengal.

Perhaps by reason of the very position which that

province occupies, as the most advanced in India, the

interests of Behar and its people are liable to lost sight

of; but we earnestly hope that its importance as a

separate province, containing a separate people, will

be always consistently recognised in  matters of
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legislation and administration". 

Before the British East India Company's dominion

in Bihar, Orissa, and Bengal, this region, notably

Patna, was synonymous with affluence and eminence.

Nevertheless, with the advent of English authority, the

area's prosperity took a downturn. Additionally, the

integration of Bihar, Orissa, and Bengal into the Bengal

Presidency under a unified administrative framework

fostered a common perception that the Brit ish

administration primarily centered its attention on

Calcutta, the capital of British India, seemingly

disregarding the broader welfare of the entire region.

Notably, the propagation of the English language and

its influence within the Bengal Presidency was largely

confined to the British administrative hubs in Calcutta.

This phenomenon gave rise to a Bengali middle class

that not only dominated administrative roles but also

occupied various contemporary positions in hospitals,

courts, and educational institutions. Meanwhile,

Biharis, who had once held an almost exclusive

monopoly on white-collar government jobs until 1835,

grappled with employment challenges, primarily

stemming from their limited access to opportunities for

attaining proficiency in this new language. Moreover,

commencing in the mid-nineteenth century, Bengalis

began cultivating a sense of cultural superiority. This
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perception was not solely shaped by their early

exposure to English education but was equally rooted

in their deep connection to the Bengali language and

literature, which stood as defining components of

Bengali culture. Frequently, this perspective led

Bengalis, as they ventured into northern India, to

maintain a certain distance from local communities,

where such conduct was often construed as a

manifestation of professional and cultural superiority.

The perception of cultural and intellectual superiority

was  b reed ing  d i scon ten t  among the  B ihar i

in te l l igen ts ia ,  who  were  yearn ing  fo r  equa l

opportunities in the new power structure of the Colonial

es tab l ishment .  In  the 19 th  cen tur y,  B ihar is

encountered discr imination on var ious f ronts,

f requent l y to  the  bene f i t  o f  Benga l i s .  T h is

discrimination was conspicuous in employment

opportunities, access to English education, and the

cultural dynamics of the era, as articulated by Mahesh

Narayan and Sachchidananda Sinha:

"The reason why Behar has for years demanded

separation from Bengal is perceptible to the meanest

understanding. A Government in Calcutta is not always

in touch with Behar Problems. In the very nature of

things we can at the best receive but step-motherly

treatment from the ruler of Bengal and Behar. The
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Lieutenant-Governor can pay us one or two hurried

visits during the whole tenure of his office…and his

surroundings being wholly Bengalee, when our

interests clash with those of Bengal, it is unnecessary

to say which of the two prevails. 

Distinguished English-speaking Biharis such as

Sachchidananda Sinha and Mahesh Narayan, who

were instrumental in promoting the concept of a

distinct state for Bihar, expressed significant dissent

against this situation. In 1894, they took the initiative to

launch a newspaper named "The Behar Times". This

publication served as a medium for disseminating

editorials and columns that staunchly advocated for the

cause of an autonomous Bihar.  The movement for the

autonomy of Bihar saw a significant surge in the period

leading up to the partition of Bengal in 1905. During

this time, figures like Sinha, Narayan, and other Biharis

strongly emphasized that the best means to achieve

political unity among the diverse communities in the

country was to separate Bihar  f rom Bengal.

Unfortunately, their hopes were dashed when the

British government decided to partition Bengal based

on religious divisions rather than administrative

considerations. 

During the late 19th century, Biharis experienced

systemic discrimination under British colonial rule,
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particularly in the domains of administration, education,

and various other fields. The preference for Bengalis

over Biharis was apparent and had a significant

influence on the call for the creation of a separate state

of Bihar. In terms of administration, English-educated

Biharis encountered growing challenges in securing

gove rnment  pos i t ions ,  as  these  ro les  were

predominantly reserved for Bengalis. The British

authorities exhibited a preference for Bengalis,

especially within the Bengal Presidency, where

Calcutta served as the central administrative hub. This

preference not only deprived Bihar is of  equal

employment opportunities but also instilled a sense of

regional neglect. Discrimination also extended to the

realm of education, where Biharis had limited access

to English-medium schools, a primary pathway to

government employment. These schools were

primarily concentrated in Calcutta, which constrained

educational prospects for Biharis.

The prevailing injustices fuelled a growing sense

of frustration and disenfranchisement among the

English-speaking Bihari intelligentsia. Prominent

figures like Sachchidananda Sinha and Mahesh

Narayan utilized platforms such as The Behar Times to

express their grievances and advocate for the

establishment of a separate state of Bihar.  They
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contended that a distinct Bihar would provide Biharis

wi th  th e  o pp o r tu n i ty  t o  a dd re ss  th e i r  own

socio-economic and political challenges, rather than

being overshadowed by the more privileged Bengalis.

This grassroots movement, born out of discrimination,

ultimately played a pivotal role in driving the demand

for a unique identity and political autonomy for Bihar,

ultimately leading to the partition and formation of the

state of Bihar in 1912. This research paper aims to

highl ight  the var ious  forms of  d iscr iminat ion

encountered by Biharis and the significance of the

'Bihar Model for Hindu-Muslim unity' in the province's

separation.  

Domains of Discrimination

A century ago, Bihar thrived as a region where

both agriculture and manufacturing prospered. Its

towns served as vital hubs for trade and agriculture,

and its people enjoyed prosperity. However, over time,

the decline of trade and manufacturing left them in a

state of enduring poverty.  During the 19th century,

agriculture stood as the bedrock of Bihar's economy,

and the region was renowned for its fertile soil and

robust agricultural practices. This period witnessed a

diverse range of crops being cultivated, including rice,

wheat, pulses, sugarcane, and indigo. The extensive

network of the Ganges and its tributaries provided
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abundant irrigation, contributing to high agricultural

yields. Bihar's fertile Gangetic plains supported a

flourishing agrarian society. Nevertheless, by the late

19th century, signs of agricultural decline became

evident. Various factors played a role in this downturn.

The newly English-educated Bihari intelligentsia

recognized Bihar 's economic deterioration and

periodically voiced their concerns through channels like

newspapers and petitions to the Colonial Government.

The economic backwardness had also led to the

migration of Biharis in search of employment and

opportunities. It was estimated that more than 85% of

the Hindustani servants who came to Calcutta were

Bihari, and they were often the first to bear the brunt of

economic hardships, especially during times of

insufficient rainfall.  The decline of indigenous

industries in Bihar had a profound impact on the lives

of its villagers. What was once a cheerful and vibrant

outlook transformed significantly. While occasional

efforts were made to revive these fading industries,

they largely met with failure. The Behar Times, in

particular, stressed the urgency of the situation,

emphasizing the need for organized and systematic

efforts to address this issue. It was during this period

that the discrimination faced by Biharis became

particularly noticeable and was a driving force behind
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their demand for a separate state. 

Biharis encountered substantial hurdles when

attempting to secure government positions, particularly

within subordinate judicial and educational services.

Their presence in these roles was notably scarce, and

even those who managed to obtain positions often

received disproportionately lower salaries compared to

their peers from other regions. This imbalance was

starkly evident in the prevalence of Bengalis occupying

government positions in Bihar, underscoring the unjust

practices in the recruitment and selection processes.

The British colonial administration demonstrated a

preference for candidates from Bengal over Biharis,

particularly in critical administrative roles, further

perpetuating the dominance of Bengalis. This

preference was rooted in the belief of British authorities

that Bengalis possessed superior English language

skills and education, essential qualifications for

government employment. Aspirants from Bihar found

themselves at a disadvantage as they had limited

access to quality English education, and the colonial

government had inadequately established educational

institutions within Bihar. Consequently, Biharis faced

significant challenges in competing on an equal footing

with Bengalis, who enjoyed a more favourable position

in the employment landscape.
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The Bihari intelligentsia held deep concerns

regarding their underrepresentation in public services.

Despite a limited number of appointments in the

Executive branch of the Provincial service during the

late 19th century, Biharis felt that their presence was

significantly below what they considered their fair

share. The Behar Times, in 1898, compiled data from

the quarterly Civil list, revealing a stark imbalance in

the employment of Subordinate Judges in Bengal.

Within this category, there were 7 Subordinate Judges

receiving a monthly salary of Rs. 1,000, 18 earning Rs.

800 per month, and 88 with a monthly salary of Rs.

600. Additionally, they believed that 4 officiating

appointees were also receiving a monthly salary of Rs.

600. In total, 80 Subordinate Judges in Bengal

collectively earned Rs. 42,000 per month. Alarmingly,

out of this total, only 3 were Biharis, each drawing a

salary of Rs. 600 per month. This meant that Biharis

constituted a mere 5 percent of the total number of

Sub-Judges employed in the province and received

only 4 percent of the total salary expenditure on

Subordinate Judges. Such a glaring disparity was

undeniably disheartening for the people of Bihar.  

In the Educational Services, the situation was

equally dire for Biharis, as they held a mere 3 out of

103 appointments. Promotions from the Subordinate
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Service to higher positions were exceedingly rare.

When such promotions did occur, the elevated officers

were placed at the lowest rank in terms of pay,

regardless of  thei r  previous pos i t ions in the

Subordinate Service. This placement happened

without considering the relative positions of the

provincial officers who were removed from their cadre

during promotions. Often, this was due to the mere

chance of holding collegiate posts rather than being

based on superior qualifications. Bihar's educational

landscape added to the challenge. With only one

college in the province, Biharis faced a significant

disadvantage. Vacancies for collegiate and equivalent

appointments were scarce and typically filled by senior

candidates from Bengal. This scenario further

marginalized Biharis in terms of career opportunities

and advancements in the educational services.  

Discrimination against Biharis during the 19th

century extended beyond publ ic services and

encompassed appointments in educational institutions.

This  unequal t reatment resu l ted in profound

resentment among the Bihari populace. In the field of

education, the dominance of Bengalis in appointments

was conspicuous, especially in key positions within

schools and colleges. The colonial administration

displayed a preference for candidates from Bengal for
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these roles, creating an imbalance in access to quality

education and employment opportunities for Biharis.

Biharis often found themselves marginalized in terms

of faculty and administrative roles in educational

institutions, while Bengalis enjoyed a more privileged

status. This unequal representation had widespread

implications, limiting the influence and opportunities for

Biharis in the realm of education and impeding their

access to quality instruction and administrative

positions. The deep-seated resentment within the

Bihari community transcended regional pride; it

mirrored the larger issue of systemic bias and injustice

they encountered. The discrimination in educational

appointments further fuelled the demand for increased

representation and fairness in recruitment processes.

The people of  Bihar sought to address these

disparities and secure a more equitable position in all

aspects of public life. This drive for justice and equal

opportunities was an integral part of their struggle for

autonomy and recognition. The Quasid  writes:

"The Union of the administration of Bengal and

Behar,… is no more suitable, than for a crow and

bulbul, or an Englishman and Frenchman, to live

together". 

The Bihari community strongly advocated for the

appointment of educated individuals to provincial
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courts, which prompted the issuance of an official

circular. Unfortunately, bureaucratic indifference to the

concerns of the Biharis resulted in the circular

remaining dormant, with no practical implementation.

The Editor of the publication acknowledged the

positive response of the Muslims, especially in Bihar,

who had shown their readiness to participate in this

endeavour. However, the primary grievance of the

B i h a r i s  s t e m m e d  f r o m  t h e  p e r c e i v e d

o ve r r e p re s e n ta t i o n  o f  Be n ga l i s  i n  va r i ou s

administrative positions, which had a detrimental effect

on other social groups in British India. Although an

earlier circular had recommended the selection of

educated natives of Bihar for court positions in the

province, this guideline was initially followed by

administrat ive o f f icers but  eventual ly lost i ts

effectiveness. Bengalis once again gained prominence

in these roles, and they took an active role in

scrutinizing and reporting on other employees, leading

to their dismissals and the appointment of their own

relatives and associates. This occurred without due

consideration for the fact that individuals from Bihar

were relatively new to these positions and were still in

the early stages of their education. The Biharis were

aggrieved by this situation, which further fuelled their

demand for fair representation and justice in the
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employment sector.

An illustrative example highlights the case of the

Bengali headmaster at Bhagalpur's station school,

which led to demands for his removal. In a detailed

article, the editor of Nadir-ul-Akhbar elaborated on the

substantial disparities in language and traditions that

prevailed between Bengalis and the people of Bihar.

This formed a persuasive argument in favour of

r e p l a c i n g  t h e  B e n g a l i  h e a d m a s t e r  w i t h  a

Hindi-speaking individual.  In this context, Quasid's

articles shed light on the disparities that Biharis faced

in terms of state patronage concerning appointments

in  non-Benga l i  sp eak ing  re g ions .  Q uas id ' s

observations indicate that the trend was deeply

unfavourable to the local population. The influence of

Bengalis, who received preferential treatment when

appointed to roles in non-Bengali-speaking areas, is

highlighted. Quasid underscores the tendency for

newcomers from England to initially arrive in Calcutta,

where they o f ten  in te rac ted  wi th  Benga l i s .

Subsequently, when these individuals were posted in

Bihar, they were often accompanied by Bengali

colleagues who were then elevated to prestigious

positions. These Bengali appointees, in turn, tended to

favour their fellow caste-members, leaving the

impoverished Bihar is at a d isadvantage. One
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particularly egregious aspect that Quasid emphasizes

is the appointment of Bengali Head Masters in schools

across Bihar. Given the significant linguistic and

cultural differences between Bihar and Bengal, this

pract ice was viewed as highly unjusti f ied and

detrimental to the local population's interests. The

presence of Bengali Head Masters in Bihar's schools

not only contributed to the perpetuation of this disparity

but also hindered the development of local educational

institutions. Moreover, Quasid points out that the

construction of a railway line connecting Bihar and

Bengal exacerbated the situation. Bengalis from

Calcutta came to Bihar for work, but they often treated

it as a temporary visit, as they returned to Bengal via

the railway after completing their assignments. This

shift in the dynamics implied that Bihar was no longer

seen as the land of their adoption, as it may have been

in earlier times. This resulted in a further disconnect

between the Bengali community and the local

populace in Bihar.  Discrimination against Biharis

during the British Raj took on both overt and subtle

forms. While some manifestations were visible, others

were more discreet. Examples of subtle discrimination

included the neglect of the Hindi language at Calcutta

University and biases against Bihari students in the

al locat ion o f  scho larsh ips, among other  less
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conspicuous practices. These forms of discrimination,

although less apparent, were deeply impactful and

contributed to the overall discontent and grievances of

the Bihari community.  

The Bihar Model for Hindu-Muslim Unity

The quest for a distinct Bihar province aligned

with the increasing communal tensions in India.

Hindu-Muslim riots were becoming more frequent, and

communities were becoming increasingly polarized.

However, the movement for a separate Bihar was

unique in that it fostered camaraderie between the two

communities, as they came together for a common

cause. The first signs of this unity were evident in a

report published in the Murgh-i-Sulaiman, titled "Behar

for Beharees".  This represented the initial instance

when the request for Bihar's separation from Bengal

was formally articulated. The newspaper passionately

emphasized the necessity of the government's choice

to appoint educated individuals from Bihar rather than

Bengalis, especially in the Education Department. The

crux of the matter revolved around the significant

language barrier faced by young students. Bengali

explanations provided by instructors proved to be just

as perplexing and challenging as English. This

language obstacle presented a major hindrance to

effective learning, particularly for younger learners.
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However, perhaps the most vital aspect of this appeal

was the call for non-discrimination based on religion in

the employment of Biharis. The newspaper insisted on

the principle of equal opportunity for all Biharis,

regardless of their religious affiliations. This plea was

deeply rooted in the need for fairness and impartial

treatment, transcending religious divides, and ensuring

that employment opportunities were accessible to all

without bias. This call was a crucial component of a

broader movement aimed at rectifying systemic

disparities, fostering inclusivity, and establishing a

more equitable atmosphere in Bihar. It emphasized the

significance of cultivating unity and inclusiveness in

both the employment sector and education, with the

ultimate goal of creating a fair and harmonious society

where linguistic, cultural, and religious diversity were

sources  of  ce lebrat ion ra ther  than d iv is ion.

Sachchidananda Sinha, in an article published in the

Behar Times, expressed that "to us it does not matter

whether it is a Hindu or a Mohammedan who gets the

appointment so long as he is a Behari". This sentiment

underscored the movement's commitment to equal

opportunities and unity among Biharis, regardless of

their religious background, in their pursuit of social

justice and regional autonomy. 

The Bihar model of Hindu-Muslim unity in the
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quest for a separate Bihar from Bengal stood as a

remarkable exemplar of communal harmony. It brought

together people from diverse religious backgrounds

who shared a common objective: regional autonomy

and equitable representation. This unity transcended

religious divides, underscoring the joint pursuit of

socio-economic and political rights. The movement

demons t ra ted  tha t ,  in  the fac e o f  sys temic

discrimination, communities could set aside religious

differences to champion a shared cause. The call for a

separate Bihar thus symbolized peaceful coexistence

and served as a powerful assertion of regional identity

and the demand for just treatment. Regarding

Hindu-Muslim unity in Bihar, the Indian Patriot

remarked:

" B e h a r  i s  a  u n i q u e  e x a m p l e  o f

Hindu-Muhammadan unity in public affairs. The

patriotism of Behar is strongly territorial and towards

the healthy development of such patriotism the Hindu

and the Muhammadan leaders of that province have

exerted themselves with conspicuous success, and

their faith is amply realised in the unity of which the

Behar Conference is an unmistakable expression.

Towards the consummation of Hindu-Muhammadan

unity the example of Behar cannot be without its effect

in other parts of India". 
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Bihar's intelligentsia recognized the pivotal role of

religious unity in their quest for improved prospects for

Biharis and the establishment of a distinct state. This

en lightened perspective was evident in their

newspaper contributions. They understood that

transcending religious divisions was essential for a

united front against systemic discrimination. The

collective opinion of the intelligentsia in the press

showcased a broader understanding that regional

progress could only be achieved by forging bonds of

communal harmony and working together to rectify the

disparities faced by Biharis. This emphasis on religious

unity was a testament to their commitment to equitable

opportunities and a separate state, reflecting the depth

of their vision and dedication to the cause.  

Under the leadership of Bihar's statesmen, a

consistent approach of moderate politics prevailed.

This moderation extended not only in their dealings

with the government but also in their interactions with

various segments of society. This spirit was vividly

demonstrated during the political and industrial

conferences in Muzaffarpur in 1909.  Remarkably, half

of the delegates at the political conference were

Muslims, indicating a shared objective and a clear

understanding of what pitfalls to avoid in the pursuit of

peace f u l  p rogress .  T he  excep t iona l  mutua l
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understanding, harmony, and cooperation that

characterized public life in Bihar were a direct result of

the influence and example set by its leaders. They

fostered a commendable spirit of compromise and

cooperation in public affairs, where Hindus and

Muslims acted in a national, rather than sectional,

spir i t. This atmosphere of mutual respect and

consideration allowed for the exchange of ideas and

opinions without division along religious lines, creating

a harmonious and united Bihar. According to a report

in the Beharee newspaper, the Muslims of Bihar have

chosen to let the Bihar Muslim League wane, as long

as it is established as an integral part of the All-Indian

Muslim League, rather than maintaining it as a

separate entity. 

During a critical juncture in Bihar's political

history, Maulana Mazharul Haque emerged as a

prominent and influential leader in the late 19th and

early 20th century. His role in shaping Bihar's political

landscape was marked by a  commi tment to

moderation and communal harmony. Maulana

Mazharul Haque, known for his dedication to equitable

representation and the promotion of moderate politics,

navigated the complex political terrain of his time. He

emphasized unity among diverse communities,

particularly Hindus and Muslims, and actively worked
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towards fostering cooperation and compromise,

transcending religious and sectional divisions.  As a

prominent  leader ,  Maulana Mazharu l  Haque

championed peaceful progress and actively engaged

in public life as an exemplar of moderation. His

pragmatic approach and dedication to a unified and

inclusive Bihar laid the foundation for a harmonious

and cooperative political atmosphere in the region. His

leadership was a testament to the importance of

moderation and collaboration in addressing the

socio-political challenges of the era, significantly

influencing Bihar's socio-political landscape.  Mazharul

Haque's  cont r ibut ions  extended to  fos ter ing

Hindu-Muslim unity in Bihar. He countered the colonial

government's attempts to stoke communal tensions,

instead emphasizing harmony and cooperation among

different communities. His establishment of Sadaqat

Ashram served as a hub for promoting communal

harmony, social justice, and political awareness. The

Ashram played a pivotal role in organizing campaigns

against British colonialism and communal discord,

symbolizing Mazharul Haque's commitment to a united

and inclusive India.  

The call for a distinct Bihar state in the late 19th

and early 20th centuries was more than just a regional

ambition; it was a clear and resonant demand for
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justice, fairness, and proper representation. Systematic

discrimination against Biharis, with a predominant

favour ing of  Bengal is  by the Br i t ish co lonia l

government in various fields, served as a significant

impetus for this demand. This discrimination had

far-reaching implications for the socio-poli t ical

landscape of Bihar. In the realm of administration,

Biharis faced substantial challenges in securing

government jobs and public service positions. The

dominance of Bengalis, who were perceived as better

equipped with English language skills, left Biharis at a

disadvantage. The unequal distribution of government

jobs perpetuated regional disparities and economic

inequalities, motivating Biharis to advocate for fair

representation and autonomy. In the sphere of

education, the concentration of English language

influence in Calcutta limited the opportunities for

Biharis. Their historical monopoly on white-collar jobs

until 1835 was eroded, and limited access to quality

E n g l i s h  e d u c a t i o n  f u r t h e r  h i n d e r e d  t h e i r

competitiveness in the job market. The emergence of

a Bengali  middle class in various professions

exacerbated these disparities. One of the most

significant aspects of the demand for a separate Bihar

was the emergence of Hindu-Muslim unity. This unique

dimension of the movement embodied a politics of
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moderation, where each community sought to

accommodate the religious sentiments of the other. It

represented a remarkable departure f rom the

communal tensions of the period. Led by figures like

Maulana Mazharul Haque, the intelligentsia fostered a

spirit of compromise, cooperation, and harmony

among Hindus and Muslims, transcending religious

divisions in pursuit of their shared goals. In summary,

the demand for a separate state of Bihar was a

response to deep-rooted discrimination against Biharis,

particularly in administration and education, and it was

marke d  by a  r emarkab le  d emons t ra t i on  o f

Hindu-Muslim unity, underlining the pursuit of equitable

representation and social justice in a diverse and

multi-cultural context.

T h e  q u e s t  f o r  a  s e p a r a t e  B ih a r  s t a t e

encompassed a complex struggle with profound

implications. It emerged as a reaction to systematic

discrimination against Biharis in various fields, a call for

regional autonomy, and a remarkable example of

communal harmony in the face of colonial challenges.

Leaders like Maulana Mazharul Haque played a pivotal

role in countering the colonial government's divisive

narratives, emphasizing unity and cooperation among

diverse communities. This struggle not only aimed to

address regional identity and representation but also
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stood as a call for communal unity in a diverse and

multicultural landscape. It was a powerful assertion of

the Biharis' determination to overcome discrimination

and secure a brighter future for their people. The

leaders of Bihar, with their commitment to moderation

and unity, provided a model for the larger Indian

struggle for freedom and harmony. In conclusion, the

demand for a separate state of Bihar remains a

significant chapter in the history of India's struggle for

freedom and equali ty. Its legacy endures as a

testament to the resilience, unity, and progressive spirit

of Bihar in the face of adversity, and it continues to

inspire those who value justice, equity, and communal

harmony.?
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Abstract: In this research article I have studied the

social condition of the people which seems to be quite

challenging as the main stream Persian chronicles of the

Mughal empire give vague picture of the Mughal society of

Bihar suba. Therefore, I have consulted the traveler’s

accounts, family accounts of the zamindars, regional and

local histories in vernacular languages, the District

Gazetteers, Survey accounts and secondary sources.

Generally, it appears that the medieval society of Bihar was

divided among three classes- gentry class, middle class

and common people or poor people. The noble or gentry

class grabbed the maximum economic resources of the

state and enjoyed the privilege position during the period.

The second category was the middle class like the

merchants, traders, sahukars, sarrafs, banjaras or karwani,

Multani merchants, etc., who were rich and played

significant role in supporting emperors and nobles

financially at the time their needs. The third category was

the largest and the poor population who were menial

workers, labourers, small peasants, etc., and they also 

played important role and provided all kind of services to

the nobles, emperors and pre modern phenomenon or
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institution he immediately conjures up the picture of

something which has existed immutably since ‘times

immemorial’ and became vulnerable to destruction only

with the arrival of the colonial system. One of the modern

historians, L. Gopal says that the economic exploitation of

the country took place in a large and systematic manner

later on as India became poor after the establishment of the

Muslim power.

The first and perhaps the most powerful counter

argument came from D. D. Kosambi in his bril l iant

Introduction to the Study of Indian History, Bombay, 1956.

Kosambi (on the views of Marx that Indian history consisted

merely of the regimes of “successive intruders”, without

their affecting any change in the basic social structure), saw

that such intrusions could not be without some effect. He

recognized in particular that “the Islamic raiders broke down

hidebound custom in the adoption and transmission of new

technique.” Kosambi felt that the change represented no

more than the intensification of a process of feudalization

that had already been set in motion in ancient India.

Although his position was different from Mohammad Habib

who argued that the changes resulting from invasions were

so sweeping as to constitute an “urban revolution” that was

accompanied secondarily (in point of time) by a “rural

revolution”. Habib pointed out about double liberation- the

liberation of town artisans from exclusion and repression on

the basis of caste and the liberation of peasantry from the

rural chiefs, so urban and rural revolution. But according to

Irfan Habib, the liberation of peasant from such caste
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prejudices as the Sultanate ruling class did not care to

enforce, was matched by a process of large-scale creation

of slave-labour in the towns recruited through raids on the

country side. This was partly responsible for the rapid

expansion of the urban craft and service sectors; and such

enslavement was no liberation. Secondly, if the power of

the rural chief and intermediary was curtailed. Had the

peasants condition improved, it is difficult to imagine, how

the great peasant revolt of the Doab during the reign of

Muhammad bin Tughlaq could have taken place.

In this backdrop, I have studied the society of Bihar

during Mughal period. It seems that the Mughal society was

divided into two major classes that were rich and poor but

we also get references of the middle class which included

limited population in the suba of Bihar. The Mughal Persian

chronicles, farmans, nishans, akhbarats, etc., have very

little information about the life of the common people, their

day-to-day activities particularly their social and religious

life, local fairs and festivals, etc. These sources give the

passing references about the medieval society. The

European traveler’s accounts do provide us a lot of

information about the life and condition of common people,

but as their records are generally biased and critical of

Indian traditions and cultures, we have to use them

carefully. However, we have consulted these records and

indeed found them quite useful for our study. We have also

consulted family records of the zamindars, regional and

local histories available in Urdu, Hindi and Maithili and

gazetteers, as these records are full of information about
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common people and the information available from these

sources help us to make our study really useful. One of the

important examples of regional source of Ujjainia

chieftaincy is Bodhraj of Pugal. Bodhraj has written the

history of Bhojpur (Ujjainia chieftaincy) and title of his work

is Bhojpur mein Paramaron ka Itihas 1577 tak. The writer

belonged to Pugal in Bikaner (Rajasthan). He records the

history of the Parmar Rajputs and visited Jagdishpur the

headquarters of Ujjainia chieftaincy in 1663 for the

collection of material and stayed there for six months. 

The Hindu society continued to follow quite rigidly the

age-old practice of caste system and therefore, the social

status of the Shudra community could not improve. The

Shudra community comprising the Sakas, Abhiras,

Chandalas, Savaras, Dravidas and Utkalas, lived far- away

from the habitations of upper caste Hindus. The Shudras

even communicated in a language of their own and not in

Sanskrit, Avahattha, Paisachi, Sauraseni or Magadhi.

Dharmasvamin, a Tibetan Buddhist monk and a pilgrim,

who visited Bihar specially Bodh Gaya during 1234-36,

narrates a harrowing experience of his life when he failed to

get help from an untouchable who was present at the place

of the incident. He writes that once when he was about to

be drowned in a river near Nalanda, he shouted for help

and an untouchable who was present there shouted back

and showed his inability to help him as he belonged to a

low caste. Having experienced this unfortunate incident the

monk narrates the pi t iable condition in which the

untouchable lived in the society. He writes, “it was improper
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for a man of low caste to touch with his hands a person of

high caste. If a person of low caste were to look at a person

of high caste eating, then the food had to be thrown away.

A sign of low caste was the absence of perforation (hole) in

the ears. Others had holes in their ears. If a person of low

caste approached the place where one was taking food,

that person had to say ‘duram gaccha’, i.e., “go away”.

 It also appears that the slavery was prevalent in the

medieval society of Bihar as well as it was in other parts of

India. Besides serving as domestics, the slaves also helped

their masters in agriculture and trade and commerce. Some

of the slaves even carried out administrative work of their

masters quite efficiently. The so-called slave dynasty of the

Sultans of Delhi is the high mark of their achievements in

medieval Indian history but in general the condition of the

slaves who were working in karkhanas and were domestic

servants was not comfortable.

The life of the Hindu widow was very pathetic. She

lived a miserable life as she was denied all the pleasures of

life. The old custom of sati was still quite prevalent. The

widow was sometimes even forced to commit sati. However

those widows who had children were not allowed to burn as

they had to bring up their children. Tavernier who was in

Patna and had gone to meet Lashkar Khan the then

governor of Bihar, saw a beautiful young widow who had

come to seek permission of the governor for committing

sati. The governor, tried to persuade the lady not to do this

inhuman activity but she did not agree. Ultimately on her

persistent pleadings and horrified to see her getting her
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hand burnt with a torch in a heroic manner in his presence,

the governor in a way gave her permission and allowed her

to go from his office. Tavernier narrates the incident as

under: -

I remember another strange occurrence which

happened one day in my presence at Patna, a town of

Bengal. I was with the Dutch at the house of the Governor

of the town, a venerable noble, nearly eighty years old, who

commanded 5000 or 6000 horse, when a young and very

beautiful woman, scarcely more than twenty-two years of

age, entered the reception room where we were seated.

She with a firm and resolute voice required the Governor’s

permission to burn herself with the body of her deceased

husband. The Governor, touched by the youth and beauty

of the woman, sought to turn her from her resolution, but

seeing that all that he could say was useless, and she only

became more obstinate, and asked him with a bold and

courageous voice if he believed that she feared fire; he

enquired if she knew any torment equal to fire, and if she

had never happened to burn her hand. ‘No, no,’ this woman

then replied to him with more courage than before; ‘I do not

fear fire in any way, and to make you see that it is so, you

have only to order a well-lighted torch to be brought here.’

The Governor, horrified at the language of the woman, did

not wish to hear more, and dismissing her told her in a rage

that she might go to the devil. Some young nobles who

were by him asked him to allow them to test the woman

and to order a torch to be brought, persuading him that she

would not have the courage to burn herself with it. At first
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he was unwilling to consent, but they continued to urge him

the more; so that at length, by his order, a torch was

brought, which, in India, is nothing more than a cloth

twisted and steeped in oil, and fixed on the end of a stick

like a chafing dish; this, which was well lighted, she ran in

front of it, held her hand firmly in the flame without the least

grimace, and pushed in her arm up to the elbow, till it was

immediately  scorched; this caused horror to all who

witnessed the deed, and the Governor commanded the

woman to be removed from his presence.

 The above-mentioned incident and such other

references of sati during this period indicate that though

Mughal rulers were opposed to the practice of sati and also

tried to restrain this activity but were not willing to take any

strong action against those who were involved in

encouraging this activity or issue an order to ban this

prac t ice .  Apparent ly ,  i t  seems tha t  the Mughal

administration did not consider it appropriate to interfere

much in the age old social and religious customs and

practices of the Hindu community unless the community

itself took the initiative. 

Tavernier observes another an interesting custom

prevalent in the Hindu community of Bihar. When any one

yawns, they crack their fingers, while crying Ginarami, that

is to say, remember Narami, who possess among the

Hindus as a great saint. This cracking of the fingers is done,

it is said to prevent any evil spirit entering into the body of

the yawner.

Abul Fazl the official historian of Akbar’s reign in his
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Ain-i-Akbari provides some very fascinating detai ls

regarding a God stone or idol. The Hindus of Bihar revered

the saligram, a little black stone or idol, as a divine thing

and offer prayers and devotion to it with great reverence.

The Hindus considered a stone in the highest regard if it

was round, tiny, and unctuous, and depending on the

variety of its form, it was given various names and

characteristics. They typically had one perforation, while

some had two or more and some didn’t have any at all.

They had gold ore in them. Some claimed that a worm was

born inside that ate its way through, while others insisted

that it entered from the outside. The Hindus had written a

considerable work on the qualities of this stone. According

to the Brahmanical creed, every idol that was broken lost its

claim to veneration, but with these, it was not so. They were

found in the Sone River for a distance of 40 kos between its

northernmost extremity and the south of the hills. Gaya was

the place of Hindu pilgrimage and it was also called

Brahma Gaya being dedicated to Brahma.  Here Abul Fazl

could not differentiate between the Gautam Budha and god

Brahma. 

The  Mus l ims  were  d i v i ded  in to  two  ma jo r

communities, the Sunnis and the Shias. The Sunnis were

the largest population among the Muslims and held more

power and influence in the society. The Turks, the Afghans,

the Mughals and the Iranians also formed the Muslim

population of Bihar. Among the Muslim community of Bihar

two different types of marriages were practiced. The first

was sharayee and the second was urfi. The sharayee
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marriage was very much prevalent among the poor section

of the Muslim society while the urfi type of marriage was

done in the affluent section. The sharayee marriage was

done in a simple way and the ‘Mehr’ (was the obligation, in

the form of money or possessions paid by the groom, to the

bride at the time of marriage), was of small amount but the

urfi marriage was performed with great pomp and show and

the ‘mehr’ amount was quite large. 

The women did not have much liberty in the society.

During her childhood she had to remain with the parents,

after marriage she was dependent upon her husband and

in old age she was looked after by her sons. She had no

share in the property of her father or husband. In the

Muslim society the condition of the widow was slightly

better. After the death of her husband the widow had to go

through ‘iddat’ for four month ten days and during these

months she had to live normal life and she had to take

simple food. But after that the Muslim widow could remarry

if she so desired but generally the widow remarriages were

not very common; they lived either with their parents or with

their-in laws.  

John Marshall  has given some very interesting

information about certain diseases and their treatment by

doctors. He tells us that once while he was in Patna a

doctor went to examine a Muslim ailing lady who was sitting

behind the purdah or curtain. To examine her, the doctor

took a handkerchief, soaked it in water and then handed it

over to be rubbed all over the patient’s body. After the

handkerchief got wet or moistened with sweat, it was taken

OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

231



to a vessel and dipped in fresh water. In this manner the

doctor was able to know the quantity of saltish element

being present in the body which helped him to diagnose the

disease, and start treatment to cure the patient.  

The birth of a son was considered as an event of great

joy and birth of a daughter a source of pain to the family in

the Hindu society. It seems that the birth of a daughter was

welcomed but the birth of son was preferred in comparison

to daughter in Muslim society. Among both Hindus and

Muslims communities, marriages were arranged by the

father or elder male members of the family. In Medieval

Mithila the marriage was settled through the ghatak (is a

middleman who establishes links between the two families

in a marriage). In Hindu families generally the marriage of

the girl was performed before she reached the age of

puberty. According to Careri the Muslims girls were also

married very young. Manucci tells us that in urban areas the

girls were married when they reached the age of 12 or 13

years but they went to their in- law’s house, which was

called as Rukhsati, only when the girl attained some age.

The purdah system was prevalent among both the

Hindus and Muslims communities of Bihar. However it was

practiced only by the women of higher and middle classes

families. The Muslim women observed purdah more strictly

than Hindu sisters. The Peasant women and the lower

strata of the society did not observe purdah. They used

dupatta to cover their head when they went out or came

face to face with stranger. However, the Rajput ladies of

some higher families also did not observe purdah as
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Marshall saw a Rajput lady on horseback going on one of

the roads of Hajipur.  

Ralph Fitch a European traveler who stayed in India

during 1583-1594, has given some interesting information

about the inhabitant of Patna. He writes that Patna (in

1586) was ‘a very long and great town with a flourishing

trade in cotton, the men of Patna were tall and slender and

had many old folks and the houses in the city were simply

made of earth and covered with straw. Similarly the

Scottish physician Francis Buchannan who visited Ara,

headquarters of the district of Bhojpur and Tilouthu, a

village in the district of Rohtas in 1812-13, reports that most

of the houses were built of clay and covered with tiles. He

further informs us that very few houses had wooden doors.

Both Hindu and Musl im women were fond of

ornaments. Gold and bejeweled ornaments were used by

the rich women and the ornaments made of silver, brass,

copper, glass, lac and cowries were used by the poor

women. Chandaramanichura, ghungru, Har, Mani kundal,

mangtika Moti mala were some of the ornaments used by

the women of Bihar. Ralph Fitch writes that Bichia (toe ring)

was commonly worn by women in Bihar. The Hindu and

Muslim women alike were very fond of tattoo marks as it

was believed to be a sign of good fortune and they got

these tattoo marks engraved on different part of their

bodies e.g., chest, arms and legs. This practice continued

up to the third decade of the twentieth century. For

amusement and entertainment, the women of upper strata

of society engaged themselves in gossiping, listening
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music, playing cards, etc. Chess and chaupar were popular

among all sections of the societies. Both Hindu and Muslim

communities also enjoyed pigeon flying and cock-fighting.

Abul Fazl writes that the fighting cocks are famous and the

game is abundant. The other means of amusements for the

people were folk dances, and singing in chorus. The village

people used to gather at the chaupal and sing their popular

ballads and also danced in company. The circus or

acrobats were entertainment for the rich and poor classes

of the society. The tight rope walks, puppet and acrobatics

shows were other means of amusements for the people.

Besides that, festivals and fairs were the most common

form of amusement of all sections of the society.

The aristocratic class led a happy and luxurious life.

They took delicious and varieties of food items and drank

water cooled by saltpeter during summer season. They

generally lived in double-storied houses and some

preferred single-story houses with flat roofs so that they

could enjoy the cool breeze. They rode on good horses or

elephants and also used palanquin for their convenience. It

is said that generally a noble had several wives and these

wives lived a luxurious life and they had several maids to

attend on them. Each wife had a separate apartment to live

in. Thus, the nobles had luxurious living but they suffered

from one disadvantage. Unlike the nobles of England

whose power and pelf depended on their hereditary

possessions, the influence of the Mughal nobility depended

on the pleasure of the emperor. Another disadvantage of

the Mughal nobility was the escheat system. All the wealth
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of Mughal noble escheated back to the Mughal state after

his death. The son of a Mughal noble had to start his life

afresh.

The life of the middle-class people like physicians

(vaids and hakims) teachers, (pandit, Mulla), were hard

pressed. But the intermediary zamindars, the rich peasants

and the karkuns lived a comfortable life. They built houses

for themselves and also purchased lands. In due course of

time, they became wealthy zamindars.

The merchants had to pay a number of taxes e.g.

import and export taxes, transit duty and some other

abwabs which the Mughal emperors had abolished but

these were exacted by the imperial officers. The foreign

merchants had to sell their articles to the Mughal officials at

below the market price which they inwardly resented very

much. In this way they were put to great financial loss.

Sometimes they had to sell their articles to a particular

person selected by the Mughal governor. Marshall informs

us that he had to sell the lead to a person selected by the

provincial governor of Bihar. He further refers to pottery

industries of Siwan in Saran District (presently Siwan is a

District in Bihar), and writes that the Siwan Pottery was very

fine, thin and light.

The masons, weavers, tailors, carpenters, goldsmiths

and such others comprised the industrial workers.

According to Pelsaert, these workers were sometimes

forced to work in the noble’s mansions for the whole day

and thereafter they were paid only the half of the wage or

sometimes nothing. Usually they took khichari as their meal
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in the evening. It was cooked out of green pulse mixed with

rice. In the daytime they munched little parched pulse or

gram. Their houses were built of mud with thatched roof.

They had little or no furniture except some earthen pots to

contain water and also for cooking. They lived a miserable

life and they faced the tyranny of the Mughal officials. It was

so intense that they were deprived of even the bare

necessities of life. No workman paid any attention to his

calling because it did not provide him happiness of life.

The condition of the peasants was also deplorable.

They were exploited by the revenue farmers and the

jagirdars. The former exploited them for getting more

income and the latter exploited them because they were not

sure of holding a particular area permanently. The land

revenue policy of Mughal government deprived them of

their surplus produce. They were left with little money to

make their both ends meet. Abul Fazl referring to the

common people and the peasantry, states that mostly they

went naked, wearing only a cloth (lungi) around the loins.

Irfan Habib is of the opinion that the peasants of Mughal

times were more fortunate with ghee while his modern

descendant has more salt and three entirely new articles of

food viz., maize, potatoes and chilies. But it does not prove

that their condition was comfortable. Famine and epidemics

were two major scourges in the life of the villagers. Partial

failure of crops due to lack or excess of rains or other

reasons was a frequent occurrence. The peasant often tried

to keep in reserve some grains to tide over the crisis. The

village represented an established way of life in which both
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joys and sorrows were to be borne with equanimity by the

people.

Akbar’s court historian further gives some important

information about the suba of Bihar. Agriculture was well

developed and flourished, especially the cultivation of rice

was of very high quality and the production was in huge

quantity. Kisari (Lathyrus sativus) was the name of a pulse,

resembling peas, eaten by the poor, but was unwholesome.

The production of the sugarcane was abundant and of

excellent quality. Betel-leaf, especially the kind called

Maghi, was delicate and beautiful in color, thin in texture,

fragrant and pleasant to the taste. Fruits and flowers were

in great plenty. Milk was rich in quality and was cheap. The

houses mostly were roofed with tiles.

Conclusion: 

Bihar suffered the rigidity of caste system during

Mughal period. Another social evil was sati custom which

was practiced in the Hindu society. The condition of the

Muslim widow was far better than the Hindu widow. The

society was divided between poor and rich and the middle

class was very limited population in Bihar. The livelihood for

the poor classes was very tough and challenging. They

faced all kind of hardship for their survival.  

The upper social strata, such as the monarchs and ruling

class (nobility), were in a superior position in Mughal Bihar

as they had control over a handsome economic resource of

the state. Wealthy peasants, independent chiefs,

semi-autonomous chiefs, and other middle-class people all 

lived in comfortable conditions. The artisan class, which
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included tradesmen, masons, washer men, carpenters,

etc., had harder life. It indicates that a sizeable lower

section of the population was severely poor and facing

economic   distress and caste  discrimination throughout 

their lives.
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Working Women, Social Security and

Marriages in Urban India (1970s to

2000s)

Dr Nalini Singh

Associate Professor, Department of History, Aditi

Mahavidyalaya, University of Delhi, Delhi

Abstract The present study has been undertaken to

study some vital aspects related to the empowerment of

wom en  in  t he  modern  u rban  Ind ia .  A f t e r  t he

independence, most of the families of the upper middle

class encouraged women to take proper education with

higher and professional degrees. Subsequently, since the

decade of 1970s, women gradually started to make their

mark in the job market. The increasing professional work

participation of women in country's public and private

sector jobs, sprouted several challenges before the

women like choice of job in the city of choice, struggle to

find right and comfortable accomodation, social security,

balance between the traditional household customs and

demands of westernized working place and several issues

in marital adjustments often leading to separation and

divorces etc. To study the above challenges coming

before the working women and whether it is a threat to

traditional fabric and culture of communities, the paper
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takes up the issues of upper middle class women in the

white collar jobs. The factual and analytical understanding

of the study has been helped by the government reports,

government sponsored project reports, research papers,

books and Newspaper articles.

Keywords: Women empowerment, Working women

hostel, Social security, Anxiety, Divorce

As we know due to growing education among

women in the post independent India, various government

and public service sectors invited work contribution

from women. W omen tradit ionally placed as a

domestic creature in society especially among the

middle and upper strata, chose to take on professional

responsibility as well. An interesting movement in this

direction can be seen, work participative rate of

women from 1970s to 2000s show increasing number

of women in various kind of services (accounted by

census data and other government sponsored reports).

Rise of education and women entry into the job market

emerged as major movement of women empowerment

in contemporary India. However, this movement

cannot be disassociated with the challenges before it

and kind of changes initiated in societal trend to

counter these challenges. The present paper focus on

the following two major challenges that encounter

women entering the job market:

1st The relation of women empowerment with
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family support system 

2nd The relation of women empowerment with

conventional marriage system  

The cases taken up for the present study belong

to middle and upper class women in white collar jobs.

Women Empowerment and Support System

Traditionally support system for both men and

women comes from family. But to have chosen job not

available in the home city, women like men moved out

to take on job in other city. For this they needed safe

accommodation. The NGOs like the Young Women's

Chr is t ian  Assoc ia t ion,  the  A l l  Ind ia  W omen

Conferences, the Women Graduates Union in Mumbai,

the Avvai Home, and the Guild of Service in Chennai

were pioneers in responding to the housing needs of

women working in white-collar jobs. They started

working women hostels in 1972 with the financial

support from the Ministry of Social Welfare and Central

Social Welfare Board. However after various reports

regarding safe and subsidized accommodation for 

women submitted to Government (like by shramshakti

statistical profi les of women in India, National

perspective plan for women etc.), Government

sponsored working women hostel came into existence

all over India in cities. The Government of Maharashtra

Committee Report (1972) deputed to examine the
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problems faced by women in Government service in

Maharashtra. It was found that women felt insecure

because they were not well protected from anti-social

elements or alcoholics. They felt insecure as they lived

alone, away from their families and unsure of securing

support from the community in times of difficulty and

also decent private accomodation was available on

exorbitant rent.

The issues which gradually affected societal

norms were that since 1980s number of working

women hostels are constantly increasing ( as shown by

government surveys) which is reflective of women

empowerment but also vis ibly causing a major

overhaul in the traditional Indian home system. The

sense of protection which used to be derived by a

family system is gradually loosing its significance in

changing environment.

Since 1981, the work participation rate of female

workers has shown a continuous rise in India.

According to the Registrar General of India, the work

participation rate of women increased from 19.67 per

cent in 1981 to 25.68 per cent in 2001 (The Financial

E x p r e s s ,  M a r c h  2 2 ,  2 0 0 6 ,

http://www.financialexpress.com/printer/news). In the

organised sector, women workers constituted 18.4 per

cent in 2003, of which about 49.68 lakh women were
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employed in the public and private sectors (The

Financial Express, March 22, 2006, http://www. 

financialexpress.com/printer/news).

Bank nationalization policy of 1969 seemed to be

an important factor in more women being recruited , as

discrimination against women are less in this sector. In

1969, total number of women employed in this sector

were 22,200 and in 1987, 1,20,000 (Rashmi Arya,

1990).

S in ce  19 95 ,  emergen ce  o f  I n f o rma t io n

Technology industry attracted women in large number.

By 2003, around 21 per cent of females in metros were

very much part of the ICT sector (Paper presented by

R. Rajalakshmi, 2003)The trend in employment of

women in Information and communication technology

work arena is with a gender ratio (female: male)

varying from a good level of 1:3 to the least level of 1:7

in important organizations (Paper presented by R.

Rajalakshmi, 2003). If we see, company wise, female:

male ratio, The WIPRO had 1:5, INFOSYS had 1:5,

PHILIPS SOFTWARE had 1:4, HCL TECHNOLOGIES

has 1 :5,  HEW LETT-PACKARD had  1 :7 ,  L&T

INFOTECH had 1:2.5, ORACLE INDIA had 1:5 and

SIEMENS INFORMATION had 1:6 

We can see several central government reports

on the status of women in India which discusses

OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

247



central scheme of assistance for construction of hostel

buildings for working women (Ministry of Education

and Social Welfare, 1974). The scheme of assistance

for the construction of hostel building for working

women was launched in 1972-73 for the construction

of new and expansion of existing buildings for

providing hostel facilities to working women in cities,

smal ler  towns and also in rural  areas where

employment opportunities for women were growing  up

(https://wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/Working%20 

 Women%20Hostel_about_revised_about.pdf).

There are 500 Working Women Hostels functional

in the country (Hostels for Working Women, posted on:

04 Feb, 2022 4:31PM by PIB Delhi, https://pib 

.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1795473).

Working Women Hostels are a demand driven scheme

and sanction for new hostels is given on receipt of

p r o po s a l s  f r o m  t h e  S t a te  G o ve r nm e n t / UT

Administration as per Scheme Guidelines. 

In the different surveys conducted on working

women hostels, specifically, it can be observed that the

major ity of  the residents were young women,

unmarried with high educational qualifications. All held

white collar jobs. 85 percent were in permanent jobs.

If we look at the general findings of survey reports

on working women hostels, we find;
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1. It is the younger working women who seek the

security of the working women hostel. Most of the the

residents in wwh that is almost 94 per cent were

relatively young. Nearly two thirds are below 30 years

of age.

2. A great majority remain single. A tenth are

married, 50 per cent of whom are legally separated

from their spouses.

3. If we go by the employment status: Only a

one-third, hold clerical positions. The rest occupy

position of greater responsibility or those that require

technical skills include teaching, administrative and

supervisory post, research, medical, paramedical and

lawyer.

A study based on women hostellers in Bangalore

city (Saroja Krishnaswamy et.al, 1997) accounts the

shortage of wwh in the city. The common atmosphere

found in a working women hostel was that of an

overcrowded place which often used to be confined

and oppressive. As being forced to live in a crowded

hostel with lack of another amenities, women are likely

to be subjected to anxiety. The anxiety at increased

levels may adversely affect the working woman

adjustment, career development and quality of her life

in general. The study suggested that 'the state and

central governments should give more aid and
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encourage more voluntary agencies to increase the

number of working women hostels proportionate to the

demand. This remedial step is very essential as most

of the hosteller's problems in general, and the problem

of anxiety in particular arise out of overcrowding and

ever increasing demand for working women's hostel

accomodation'.

Women Empowerment and Marriage

The academic studies on the issues related with

working women published in journals like International

Journal of Sociology of Family, Perspective in

Education and Indian Journal of Social Work highlight

the following points:

1. A study on the occupational dilemmas of

educated women (A.J.A. Rajakumariamirthagowri

et.al, 2005) infer that married working women had

more problems than their counterparts. This may be

due to the load of family responsibilities added with the

occupational expectations. Working women in the age

group of 41-50 had significant problems perhaps owing

to the inherent physical conditions due to which they

might not be able to cope up with occupational

demands at work place. It was also inferred that

working women having female co-workers had more

problems than others because, there may be less

cooperation and understanding among them.  
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2. A study on marital adjustment among working

women (Saroja Krishnaswamy, 1997) emphasizes on

personality traits and psychological factors that

affected mutual adjustment in marriage. The findings

of study implies that as opposed to Indian stereotype

model of self sacrificing silently suffering woman

inhibited in her emotional expressions, there is a need

to encourage girls to develop qualities of extroversion

and a personality devoid of unnecessary anxieties as

the preparation for good adjustment in their marital life.

These qualities are significantly helpful for the women

to carry out the dual burden of both being a wife and

an employee.

3. A study (Kameshwari Pothukuchi, 2001),

conducted on working women hostels in Bangalore to

explore how much it actually empowers women. The

study though finds that hostels empower women by

facilitating experiences of independence otherwise

unavailable to them but also opines that such hostels

can be quite disempowering as an alternative form of

shelter over the long term. Hostels can be oppressive

in  the i r  var ie ty of  fo rms o f  cont ro l ,  in  the i r

reinforcement of the family as the appropriate source

of shelter and social security, in prohibiting long-term

residence, let alone secure tenure, and in disallowing

any participation of the residents in decision-making. 
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The profile of the women boarding working

women hostel suggests that maximum of them are

unmarried and single either after being divorced or due

to family stresses. The surveyed data highlights

another trend that the singlehood of women no longer

seems to be an unconventional norm. The basic data

to support this comes from increasing number of

divorce rate among working women especially in urban

areas. The data from different Newspapers like The

Hindu, Times of India, Telegraph and Tribune etc. and

e matrimonial services l ike second shadi.com

underlines the fact that since the era beginning with

2000s, there is a sudden rise in the divorce rate among

the working couples.

If we start from Delhi, Times of India (4 August,

2007, http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow)

made one of its headlines, Is Delhi India's Divorce

Capital? Report says the city has emerged as the de

facto divorce capital of the country with about 8,000 to

9,000 cases filed here every year. The number is

almost the double of what was seen four years ago.

Also, the number of women filing for divorce has seen

a steep increase. Paper quoted psychologist and

marriage counselor, Madhumati Singh who said,

'Couples are very impatient these days. Earlier

marriage was about adjustment and compatibility but
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now its more like a power game where both the

husband and wife strive for an equal status. Women

are financially independent these days and they don't

want to change that after marriage. Money matters

come into play and when things don't work out,

couples file for divorce'.

The next highlighting data comes from Bangalore

where there is rising divorce rate specifically in IT

sector (http://www.rediff.com/news/2 007/aug/ 

02divorce.htm, 2 August, 2007). The statistics reveal

that in 2006 alone, 1,246 cases of divorce pertaining to

those in the IT sector have landed in the matrimonial

courts in Bangalore. The total number of divorce cases

in the Bangalore city since 2003 to 2008 were as

follows:

2000 - 1,280

2005 - 1,860

2006 - 2, 493

2008 - 5000

The Times of India report on 22 July 2009 states

that the city sees an average of 25 divorce cases filed

everyday (http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com /city/ ban 

galore).The fact which raised concern is that the

number of divorce cases pertaining to those in the IT

sector has seen a steady rise since 2003. The opinion

of Dona Fernandes, a member of women right's group

OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

253



Vimochana has been published by the Times of India,

where she says, 'today's empowered women are

refusing to follow the traditional diktats of Indian

marriages...It is the wife who is supposed to adjust.

But today's financially strong women are not ready to

take undue pressure on their individual existence and

thus marital discords are bound to increase. Similarly,

marriage counsellar Sujit Kumar says that 'financial

stability is a major cause of rise in divorces. The

couples do not try to work out the marriage as they are

confident they can  lead a life independently as both

are financially stable'. 

A report in Telegraph estimates that in Bangalore

city where women work in call centres and as IT

managers, the number of divorces tripled between

1988 and 2002 (01 October, 2005, http://www. 

telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/india) 

T h e  d i v o r c e  c a s e s  i n  M u m b a i

(http://sarkaritel.com /news_and_features/i 

nfa/november2009):

1995 - 2055

2004 - 3400

2009 - around 5000

The divorce cases in Kolkata (http://sarkaritel.co 

m/news_and_features/infa/november2009):

2003 - 2400
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2009 - around 4000 

Punjab and Haryana, both agricultural states,

have seen an increase of 150 per cent divorce cases.

Kerala, a land of maximum literacy in India, recorded

an increase of 350 per cent in the ten years from 1997

to 2007 (The Tribune, 17 July, 2007, Chandigarh,

India, http://www.tribuneindia.com/2007).

Earlier divorces were limited to the affluent upper

class in cities. But in the last decade, more and more

middle and lower middle class couples have been

coming out of their shells to escape the pains of a

discordant family. 

Nowadays, many young highly educated working

couples go for agreements to separate rather than fight

it out for years. Dr. Poppy Kannan of the Department

of Social Work, Stella Mari's College has been refered

in a News daily, The Hindu (23 September, 2002,

http://www.hinduonnet.com /thehindu/mp/2002/09/23)

where she has been highlighted to dealt with more

cases of separation rather than legal divorce. She

claims that all the ladies in question have not remarried

but continue to stay single.

There is an another dimension that all the

matrimonial sites have a substantial number of

divorcees seeking remarriage. According to business

head of shadi.com in 2008, about 11 per cent of its

OCT-DEC. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157

255



m e m b e r s  w e r e  d i v o r c e e s

(http://www.telegraphindia.com/1080227/jsp, The

Telegraph, 27 February, 2008). Marriage bureaus

agree that second marriage is a growing trend. About

30 per cent of their clients were divorcees wanting to

marry again and the number has gone up by at least

50 per cent in the past two years that is from 2006 to

2008 (http://www.telegraphindia.com/1080227/jsp, The

Telegraph, 27 February, 2008).

Second Shadi.com reveals that the first marriages

of their clients were brief as many divorcees were in

their thirties. Average age of clients is 35 years

(http://www.telegraphindia.com/1080227/jsp, The

Telegraph, 27 February, 2008). About 50 per cent of

clients were from the top seven cities of the country.

Also women have a strong representation. Women

members reported to be frequently updating their

prof iles which implies they are getting a good

response.

Taking into account, the opinion of divorce

lawyers, marriage councellors and sociologist on the

issue, one can deduce one basic factor behind these

divorcees from their statements that rising divorce

rates are an indicator of women's empowerment.

Financially, independent women is now open to the

option of ending relationship rather than to hold life
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long distress silently. In India 80 to 85 per cent of

divorces are initiated by women.

Women NGOs in different cities receives calls

from upper middle class women frequently for

c o u n s e l l i n g   t o  s o r t  o u t  m a r i t a l  d i s c o r d

(http:/ /www.te legraphindia.com/1060205, The

Telegraph, 05 February, 2006). The Janodaya helpline

claims to receive 20 to 25 calls from upper middle

class women everyday. The International Foundation

for Crime Prevention and Victim care (CPVC),

Chennai, claims that 40 per cent women seeking help

at the NGO come from upper middle class families. Dr.

Prasanna Purnachandra, CEO, CPVC said that 'now,

with increasing awareness, economic independence

and a changing value system, they have become

f i e r c e l y  p r o t e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s '

(h t tp: / /www.te legraphindia.com/1060205 The

Telegraph, 05 February, 2006 )

Conclusion

Hence, the education of women in contemporary

India have made them self reliant but in the social

domain women who are aspiring to make a successful

career like men (except individual cases) finds it

difficult to carry on like them while meeting the

challenges of traditional family expectations. However,

since last 2-3 decades choice of career among men
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encouraged the culture of nuclei family but increasing

working women accomodation and divorces seems to

fu r ther  b reak  the  sys tem in  the  respec t  o f

individualism. Still this change which appears to be in

favour of women disturbs the traditional Indian psyche

which seeks stability in the Indian family system where

women have equal participation. However, rising

demand for women hostels and other types of

accomodations is not only devoiding women of their

close family environment but gradually disturbing the

concept of Indian family.   
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Abstract:This essay underlines the evolving

dynamics of East Asian nations, with a focus on the

modern development of Korea. While there are certain

religious similarities throughout east Asian nations,

Korean religious institutions have unique societal

aspects. Buddhist institutions in East Asia had a

significant role in the spread of secular and religious

education. As a result, this essay highlights the

reformation process and analyze contemporary

educational establishments. Furthermore, organized

social welfare agendas were brought by new religions,

especially Christianity, which compelled traditional

spiritual organizations to modify their long-standing

practices. It seems that several institutions with

specialized welfare goals and educational programs

have emerged throughout history.

Introduction

In traditional East Asian countries, utmost people
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have been practicing Buddhism since 1st century CE.

However, in the context of Korean Buddhism, which

has spread widely f rom Monarchical Korea to

Republican Korea, this is preparatory to modify. It is

reawakening the dormant spir it of the highest

compassion in a society that is undergoing change, all

set to play a proactive role in the modern world. Both

oppression and emancipation are central to the

pedigrees of modern Korean Buddhism. The Joseon

Royal Court carried out a comprehensive reform

program in 1894 with the goal of modernizing Korean

society.  There  were only th i r ty-s ix Buddhis t

monasteries during the Joseon era, down from several

hundred. The number of clergies, the size of land, and

the age at which a person could join the sangha were

all limited. After the last limitations were put in place,

monks and nuns were not allowed to access the city.

Buddhist funerals were forbidden, as was beggarly.

Occasionally, though, new rulers would emerge who

were sympathetic to Buddhism and removed some of

the stricter laws. The most famous of these was

Queen Munjeong, a devoted Buddhist who assumed

power in place of her infant son Myeongjong and

swiftly overturned numerous anti-Buddhist laws. The

queen appointed the bright monk Bou as the head of

the Seon school since she greatly respected him. 
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Caste and class discrimination are two social

structures that were targeted to be eliminated as part

of the reform plan. The following year, after centuries

of persecution, the Buddhist monks were permitted

entry into Hansung, the Joseon capital.  This suggests

th a t  B u d dh i s t  m o n k s  we re  g ra n t e d  s o c i a l

independence and Buddhism was f reed f rom

Confucian oppression. Confucian scholars and feudal

lords suppressed Buddhist institutions for the entire

duration of Joseon rule. On the other hand, Japanese

colonial powers embarked on change and made it

easier for Korean Buddhism to escape Confucian

repression. 

As the Japanese military began to supplant the

Korean institutions in its early stages, contemporary

Korean Buddhism fall under subjugation. For Buddhist

nuns and monks, celibacy was outlawed by the

government in the 1870s during Japan's Meij i

Restoration. After 500 years of forbidding clergy

members from entering cities, Japanese Buddhists

were granted permission to preach inside of them.

New sects emerged in Korea, inc luding W on

Buddhism, as a result of the Jodo Shinshu and

Nichiren schools' missionary efforts. Following Japan's

annexation of Korea in 1910 through the Japan-Korea

Treaty, Korean Buddhism saw numerous changes.
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The Japanese management style, in which temple

abbots appointed by the Governor-General of Korea

were granted private ownership of temple property and

the right to inherit such property, replaced the

traditional system of temples being run as a collective

enterprise by the Sangha. This was accomplished by

the Temple Ordinance of 1911. More significantly,

pro-Japanese monks started getting married and

starting families, following Japanese customs. With

new headquarters at Jogye Monastery, the Temple

Ordinance was amended in 1920 to reform temple

administration and provide the Japanese government

complete authority over the 31 major temples in the

nation. Korean Buddhism came under more authority

during the Second Sino-Japanese War. The sculptures

from numerous temples were shipped to Japan by

Japanese authorities. The repatriation of these

artworks is still the subject of ongoing negotiations. 

The reform movement was started in the early

1900s when Monks Podam and Wolcho established

the Buddhist Research Society at W onheung

Monastery in 1904 and later the Myeongjin Institute.

Their goal was to make it easier for monks to accept

popular pragmatic ideas and then use them to

modernize Buddhist institutions. At the Myeongjin

Institute for Education, Propagation, and Restoration of
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Old Institutions, they opened an administrative center.

This school provided contemporary, secular courses in

math, physics, biology, geography, history, philosophy,

and foreign languages.      A few pragmatic monks

organized a number of gatherings and campaigns in

the Gwangu, Jeollado, and Jirisan regions during the

first two decades of the twentieth century. These

efforts ultimately led to the establishment of the

Imjejong Order (1911), which was led by Monk

Manhae.  During the Japanese rule of Korea, Han

Yong-un was a revolutionary who used poetry to

convey his passionate desire for  h is nat ion 's

independence. In addition, he was a Buddhist monk

who vociferated for Buddhism's reform. Manhae, which

means "ten thousand seas," was his pen name. Let's

investigate this multifaceted man's life. As the Buddhist

community's spokesman, Han spearheaded the March

1st independence campaign in 1919. He was one of

the 33 people who s igned the Declarat ion of

Independence. As part of his preparations for the

country's independence campaign, he printed and

gave the documents to Buddhists. However, those

who made contributions and attended the March 1st

event to declare independence were taken into

custody. Among them was Han. Han demonstrated his

courage and dignity even while incarcerated. On
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December 21, 1921, he was freed from prison and

resumed his participation in national movements. He

backed the national drive to promote the purchase and

use of Korean goods the next year. In an effort to

further education, he also took the lead in creating

private collages. Han remained at the vanguard of the

independence struggle long after he reached sixty. In

1940, he joined the opposition to the altering of Korean

names to Japanese ones. In 1943, he spearheaded

the opposition to Japan's recruitment of young Koreans

as "student soldiers."

In 1912, the Imjejong Order also opened a center

in Seoul, the nation's capital, to the enthusiastic

backing of progressive monks, with over a thousand

attendees.  New concepts like Christian social welfare

also drew large numbers of supporters, so these

advancements weren't just the result of modernity or

colonial oppression. Thus, it would be useful to look at

the rise of Christian missionaries, who introduced the

western concept of social welfare in East Asian

nations, before delving more into the specifics of

religion data. In actuality, the Joseon dynasty brought

Christianity to Korea in the latter part of the eighteenth

century. They managed to progressively expand their

tentacles through missionary work, but it took until the

nineteenth century for them to establish a foothold.
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The Japanese government implemented a

campaign of repression against the Christians due to

their active participation in the anti-Japanese struggle.

The contemporary welfare initiatives that were

implemented in Korea during the late 1800s and early

1900s served as the main means for missionaries to

firmly establish themselves in the country, which was

completely foreign to them. Modern health care and

education systems were first established by Korean

Christian missionaries. Organizational data indicated

that there were approximately one thousand social

welfare facilities catering to women, children, the

elderly, the disabled, and regional development. This

seems to be the main driving force behind social

service, particularly in South Korea, as the Protestant

and Catholic Churches jointly oversee approximately

756 of these organizations.  Early in the eighteenth

century, Protestant and Catholic missionaries had laid

down significant roots in Korea. Korean Catholics feel

that Christianity is not the same as their own beliefs,

hence despite their strong misgivings about the two

factions-Protestant and Catholic-in this book, they

have been grouped together rather than as distinct

groups. Since Korea initially adopted the western

paradigm of social welfare in the early 1920s, Christian

missionaries have been active in the community.
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According to some academics, "the church in Korea

had an easier time of things because of education and

medical advancements rather than evangelism and

preaching. A further element that made the way easier

for Christian missionaries was the lack of hostility

against new religions."  The National Catholic Welfare

Conference and the Young Christian Workers (YCW)

are the premier groups for advancing social and

educational init iatives. The fi rst contemporary

western-styled institutions were the Pai-chai School in

Seoul, the Kwanghye-won Medical Clinic, and the

Baejae Hakdang (Institute for producing able men), all

founded in the 1880s.  Despite attempts to eliminate

Christianity by the colonial administration through

orthodox policies, the missionaries persisted in their

objective and strove to improve the lives of the

impoverished and oppressed. Following the Korean

War, the missionaries expanded their welfare initiatives

by giving money to widows, orphans, the elderly, the

disabled, and the mute. As a result, several institutions

were built for these populations.

Formation of Modern Institutions

Seon Education Center was established under

these circumstances, keeping in mind colonial

modernity and Christian missionaries with western

influences. Along with launching the March First
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Liberation Movement and Imje Institution, the monks

also founded Seon School in 1921, which later served

as the headquarters for Seon supporters.  The initiative

to teach Seon moral ideals was initiated by the Seon

Institute. From 1930 until 1940, the Congress of

Joseon Seon Masters was held at the Seon Institution.

In an effort to forward their modernizing program, they

established Joseon Seon School and passed eight

ordinances during the 1935 Congress. To further

institutional reform, Joseon Buddhist Yusinhoe was

established in 1921. The organization's prospects are

then displayed in the newspaper article that was

published. As stated in the narrative, "We previously

concentrated on the Young Buddhist Association

carrying out the agenda of Joseon Buddhist Yusinhoe,

with the strong belief that Joseon Buddhism needs to

be reformed in order to catch up with modernization

and change of time, but could not bring remarkable

change." Thus, in the course of history, the largest

Buddhist order was established in 1941, carrying on

the Korean Buddhist tradition.  Since Korean Buddhists

attempted to create a single institution in 1923,

Buddhist intel lectuals have long supported the

establishment of Joseon Buddhist Jogye School.  For

the order, there were trials, though. Paradoxically, the

first test was faced in 1945 after Japan's colonization
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of Korea was over. In this regard, the Buddhist Women

Association-which was founded in 1908-was a

significant pioneer in including women in social welfare

activities and expanding its purview. The Farm Center

(founded in 1910), the Day Care Center (1913), the

Buddhist Relief Center (1925), the Mokpo Community

Center (1927), and the Counseling Center (1931) were

the other significant institutions. Furthermore, with the

enthusiastic assistance of roughly 5,000 volunteers,

the  Buddh is t  Young Associat ion executed  a

well-organized relief effort by giving food grains to

those in need. In addition, a number of other Buddhist

organizat ions made their  presence known by

performing humanitarian work in various locations. 

Democratization and Reformation of Institutions

Following Japan's surrender in 1945, the married

priests who served in the temples during the time of

occupation began to g ive way to the cel ibate

monastics of the Jogye Order, which has grown to be

the largest Buddhist group in Korea in terms of both

clergy and followers. This order considers itself to be

the last surviving representation of traditional Korean

Buddhism. The Taego Order, which comprises married

and celibate monks, is the second largest Buddhist

order in Korea. The complete ritual legacy of Korean

Buddhism is solely preserved by this particular order.
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For monks and nuns pursuing Seon meditation

training, the Korean monastic life is notably itinerant:

al though each has a "home" monastery, they

frequently travel throughout the mountains, remaining

for however long they choose, studying and imparting

knowledge in the surroundings of the temple that is

housing them. 

In the North Korean context, Buddhism is one of

the many religions that the North Korean dictatorship

actively forbids. The nation reports that there are

currently 10,000 active Buddhists. Buddhism, like other

religions in the nation, was closely inspected by the

government, which even allowed monks to pray at

Buddhist temples through the Korea Buddhist

Federation, which was supported by the government. 

However, given that Buddhism was an essential

part of traditional Korean culture, it is said that

Buddhists in North Korea fared better than other

religious groups, especially Christians, who were said

to frequently face persecution by the government.

Buddhists also received limited government funding to

promote their religion. It is impractical to emphasize

the growth of Buddhist institutions because there are

so few resources about the form and state of

Buddhism in North Korea.

This paper, therefore, focuses exclusively on the
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post-independence evolution of  South Korean

Buddhism. Progressive monastic organizations have

progressively expanded since Buddhism was made

more democratic in 1980. More than 180,000 laity and

monastic Buddhists came together to form the Union

of Buddhist Movements for the People on May 14,

1985. They strove to keep Buddhism independent from

the military government. All of the reformist Buddhist

monks joined the Association of Buddhist Monks,

which was founded on June 5th, 1986, with the goal of

advancing the idea of Pure Land. If Korean Buddhists

experienced socio-political enlightenment in the 1980s,

the 1990s saw the democratic reform of Buddhist

organizations. Korean monks are aware of the extent

to which, after 1980, they have lagged behind secular

culture in terms of sociopolitical issues. They came to

see how undemocratic, unfit, and corrupt their

institutions are? Therefore, without institutional reform

and adherence to a democratic system that functions

rat iona l ly,  Buddhism cannot be wealthy and

independent of partisan influence. It is clear that the

Jogye Order dramatically increased the scope of its

social welfare program following the reformation

movement in an effort to demonstrate the continued

applicability of Korean Buddhism. Since then, the

Jogye Institution has provided a number of programs
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for the welfare of individuals from all social classes,

such as programs for international networking and

exchange and support as well as environmental

protection for sustainable growth. The Korean

organization deployed its resources to launch a

number of initiatives aimed at increasing social

involvement.  Institutions offered a number of social

welfare services that contributed in the transition of the

conventional method.  

The Jogye Order made a sincere effort in 1995 to

focus on social welfare initiatives around the country by

establishing a foundation. The foundation and other

organizations provided coverage for a large number of

welfare centers around the country in 2006. Here are a

few significant categories: They were able to change

the conventional method because of the various social

welfare services that the organizations offered. The

purpose of child care and education facilities is to offer

elementary education. In actuality, orphans and

abandoned children have long been housed in Korean

Buddhist temples. These kids grew up to be nuns and

monks, for the most part. These kids and orphans

used to live in nearly all of the large monasteries. In

this context, monasteries have long served as shelters

fo r  t he  d es t i t u te  an d  ab and on ed  c h i l d re n .

Nevertheless, these kids grow up in some monasteries
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and, with the right instruction, become monks or nuns.

On the other hand, some institutions house children

from homes in their contemporary child care and

education centers. Child Education facilities and Child

Care Centers are the most active welfare facilities in

both urban and rural areas among those established

by the Jogye Order. Nuns in particular are particularly

involved in running these institutions.

At the outset, these organizations are also

concentrating on youth facilities and local welfare hubs.

Inadequate youth facilities and programming are the

weakest link in the institutional welfare system.

Sinheungsa Youth Camp was the first youth facility

constructed, having been created in 1975. Most youth

facilities are cramped and only feature a few desks and

chairs, making it difficult to fit many youths and offer

them with study space. It is necessary to develop

spor t i ng  even ts  and  cu l tu ra l  p rogramming .

Approximately fourteen youth facilities are in operation

at the moment, and these might accommodate up to

6,000 pupils. The facilities at the Regional Welfare

establishment are accessible to the general public as a

welfare center. The Regional Welfare Center offers

highly specialized programs that are tailored to the

needs of each individual. Programs such as the Good

Spoon program, the elderly education program, the
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youth study room, the disabled persons service

program, and child care are among the most widely

accessible options. As the system of self-government

becomes stable, the Regional Welfare Center's

obligation expands. At the moment, 17,978 persons

could use the 34 regional assistance centers that are

available. As comprehensive welfare establishments,

regional welfare centers require ski l led labor,

substantial funding, and long-range strategies. But the

organization doesn't offer enough resources to achieve

the goal.

Institutional Engagement and Globalization

The majority of Korean Buddhists are elderly

people, and South Korea features one of the world's

fastest aging populations. For Buddhist communities,

the most important amenity is the Senior Citizen

Welfare Center. There are potentially 45 facilities at

current count, but that is considerably fewer than what

requirements are. In addition, the organization

launched a volunteer center that currently employs

over 20,000 registered volunteers across the country.

These volunteers have a strong commitment to social

work in general and take an especially active part in

crises and other calamities.

The primary objective of the Support for Needy

Neighbors initiative, which was launched shortly after
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the 1997 financial meltdown, is aimed at promoting

collaboration between neighbors who were unable to

pay their everyday needs. The largest Buddhist order

in Korea was eager to build stronger social ties

between the two separated Koreans after they had

endured a torturous 50 years of isolation.A distinct arm

of the Jogye Order was founded in June 2002 with the

goal of fostering national solidarity between the two

nations. This group is making significant headway in

restoring North Korea's temples and other historic

structures. Jogye Order provides clothing, food grains,

and other essentials for daily life on a constant basis.

L ikewise,  the order  p lans  on organ iz ing the

South-North Buddhist Dharma Meeting and the

South-North Civilian Exchange. In Asia, Jogye Village

and the Sri Lanka Welfare Program are becoming

more widely recognized. The organization began

restoring a Sri Lankan village that had been destroyed

by flooding. China and Japan are the two main

international exchange partners for the central

institution. This group has hosted an array of

conferences on Japan, China, and Korea. Deeper

socio-religious exchange was the ultimate objective of

the first Korea-Japan-China Friendship Exchange

Conference, which took place in 1995.

Conclusion
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Many South East Asian and South Asian nations

are starting to look to East Asia as a model for

transformation. The process of industrialization had a

significant impact on the region's ancient institutions,

especially religious ones, in addition to altering politics

and the economy. The change brought about by

colonists cannot be overlooked, notwithstanding the

complexity of the concept of colonial modernity. The

Japanese were the first people in East Asia to use

modern innovations to transform their country. In order

to maintain peace on the Korean Peninsula during the

colonial era, the Japanese implemented a number of

development projects, which in turn encouraged the

local populace to restructure thei r  tradi t ional

institutions. Organizational reform benefited greatly

from the involvement of religious entities. In South

Korea, there have been hostile activities by Protestants

against Buddhists and adherents of traditional religions

during the 1980s and 1990s. This includes the

desecration of temples, the decapitation of Buddha

and Bodhisattva sculptures, and the painting of red

Christian crosses on Buddhist and other religious

structures. In many cases, pastors of churches have

even encouraged these activities. Despite such

development,  fo r  instance, one sees  s tab le

coexistence of the state and religion in South Korea
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today, as well as a typically amicable recognition of

common interests in upholding distinct domains and

encouraging religious pluralism. Perhaps no other

significant nation in the world maintains a firmly secular

public sphere while the private religious sphere

flourishes in its diversity.

Note: Korean words are not romanized.

End Notes: 

  Hansung is the old name for Seoul, the capital of

South Korea.

  This notion based on Korean sources.

  Mok Jeong-bae, "Buddhism in Modern Korea," in
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Problems in the Adoption of Modernity during the

Colonial Period," Korea Journal (Spring 2005): 87-89.

  Kim Gwang-sik, Hanguk Geundae Pulgyosa

Yeongu (Seoul: Minjoksa, 1996), 71-77.

  Pogyodangui Seonghwang, Maeilsinbo, May 28,

1912.

  The data including Buddhist organization will be
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discussed in conclusion. W on Seok Jo, "Won

Pulgyowa Catholic Sahoepokjiui Bigyo Yeongu," Won

Pulgyosasanggwa Jonggyomunhwa, Vol. 32 (2006):

365.

  Sang-duck Sunim, "Buddhist Laywomen's Social

W ork in Korea," (paper presented at  the 8th

Sakyadhita International Conference on Buddhist

Women Discipline and Practice of Buddhist Women:

Present and Past, Seoul, Korea, June 27~July 2,

2004).

  Andrew Eungi Kim, "Protestantism in Korea and

Japan from the 1880s to the 1940s: A Comparative

Study of Differential Cultural Reception and Social

Impact," Korea Journal (Winter 2005): 272-276.

  The Severance Hospital and Ewha Women's

University have been developed by the missionaries in

due course of time. Ministry of Culture and Sports, ed.,

Religious Culture in Korea (Seoul: Ministry of Culture

and Sports, 1996), 73-85.

  Kim Sunseok, "Geondae bulgyo jongdan seongnip

gwajeong," Bulgyo Geondaehwa ui Jeon'gae wa

seonggyeok, Jogyejong chulpansa, 2006. p. 64.

  The Chogyejong here indicates Joseon bulgyo

jogyejong (Jogye Order of Joseon Buddhism). The

legislation of Joseon bulgyo jogyejong was enacted in

1940 at the Committee of the Head Monks of the Main
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Monaster ies on Joseon. Th is  legis lat ion was

acknowledged by the colonial government in April 23rd

1941, and practiced in May 1st, 1941. (Jogyejongsa:

Geunhyeondaesa, Jogyejong chulpansa, 2005, p. 127)

Daehan bulgyo jogyejong, the Jogye Order today, was

founded in April 11, 1962, in the middle of the conflict

between celibacy and married monks. 

  See the following with regard to the founding of

Jogyejong. Kim Gwangsik ,  " I l jeha bu lgyogye

chongbonsan geonseol undong gwa Jogyejong,"

Han'guk geondae bulgyosa yeon'gu, Minjoksa, 1996.

pp. 402-458.

  Lee Yong-gwon, "Pulgyo Sahoepokjisa," In

Hanguk Pulgyo Sahoepokjichongram, ed. Hanguk

Pulgyo Sahoepokjichongram Pyeonchanwiwonhoe,

(Seoul: Daehan Pulgyo Jogye Jong Jaedan, 1999),

1022-1024.

  The chart is quoted from Jihyeon Ed., Bulgyo sahoe

bookji pyeonnam, Jogyejong chulpansa, 2006, p. 14.

  All the data appear in this section come from

Bulgyo sahoe bokji pyeonnam, Daehan Bulgyo

Jogyejong Sahoe Bokjijaedan, 2006.
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पारंपåरक वेशभूषा म¤ आये बदलाव का एक अÅययनः 
िबहार राºय के संदभª म¤ 

डा. िगरीश गौरव 

(सहायक ÿाÅयापक) 

Öमाजशाľ एवं सामािजक निृव²ान िवभाग 

केÆþीय िवĵिवīालय, िहमाचल ÿदशे 

साराँश 

ÿÖततु अÅययन म¤ भारतीय वेशभषूा म¤ आये बदलाव को िचिÆहत करने  का ÿयास िकया गया ह।ै इसम¤ 
यह जानने का ÿयास िकया गया ह ैिक िविभÆन कालखÁडŌ से होते हòए आज हमारा पåरधान या वेशभषूा 
िकस िÖथित म¤ पहòचँ गया ह।ै इसके िलए तीन िविभÆन सं Öकृितक ±ेýŌ यथा-भोजपरुी, मगही एवं  
मैिथली से कुल 300 úामीणŌ का चयन िकया गया। उन लोगŌ से एक 45 एकांशŌ वाली ÿĳावली 
अनसुचूी पर जवाब िलया गया। अनसुचूी पर ÿाĮ आँकड़Ō का िवĴेषण एस 0पी0एस0एस0 नामक 
सां ि´यकìय सॉÉटवेयर पर िकया गया। पåरणाम म¤ पाया गया िक वतªमान समय म¤ भारतीय पोशाकŌ म¤ 
पयाªĮ पåरवतªन आ गया ह।ै जहाँ पहले भारतीय लोग धोती-कुताª, दपुĘा, पगड़ी, गमछा, गमछा, चादर, 
खडाऊँ साडी-Êलाउज, चड़ूी-लहठी, िसंदरू, मंगलसýू, सटू-सलवार, बरुका, ओढ़़नी-चनुरी, िहजाब, 

साफा, जरीदार टोपी, चड़ूीदार पायजामा तथा गोदना आिद पहनते थे वहé अब लोग उसके Öथान पर 
प§ट-शटª, पायजामा, łमाल, टी-शटª, टोपी, सटू-सलवार, Āॉक, गाउन, लहगंा , घाघरा-चोली, कोट-प§ट, 

शेरवानी आिद पहनने लगे ह§।  
मु́ य िबÆदःू  वेशभषूा , सां Öकृितक ±ेý, पोशाक म¤ पåरवतªन, धोती-कुताª, प§ट-शटª आिद। 

भूिमका 
वेशभषूा िकसी भी Óयिĉ कì पहचान का एक महÂवपणूª िहÖसा होती ह।ै यह न केवल उनके समाज और 
सं Öकृित को ÿितिविÌबत करती ह,ै बिÐक उनकì Óयिĉगत पहचान और ÓयिĉÂव का भी पåरचायक 
होती ह।ै वेशभषूा के माÅयम से Óयिĉ अपनी सामािजक िÖथित, धमª, पेशा और Óयिĉगत łिचयŌ को 
भी ÿदिशªत करता ह।ै भारत के हर राºय और ±ेý कì अपनी िविशĶ वेशभषूा ह।ै उदाहरण के िलए 
राजÖथान म¤ पłुष धोती-कुताª और मगड़ी पहनते ह§ जबिक मिहलाएँ घाघरा-चा◌ोली पहनती ह§। वहé 
केरल म¤ पłुष मुं डु और मिहलाएँ साड़ी पहनती ह§। यह िविवधता भारतीय सं Öकृित कì धरोहर को दशाªती 
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ह ैऔर िविभÆन तयोहारŌ और अवसरŌ पर अलग-अलग पåरधानŌ का महÂव और बढ़ जाता ह।ै इितहास 
म¤ वेशभषूा का महÂव बहòत अिधक रहा ह।ै िविभÆन सËयताओ ंम¤ कपड़े और आभषूणŌ के माÅयम से 
शिĉ, समिृĦ और सामािजक िÖथित का ÿदशªन िकया जाता था। राजा-महाराजाओ ंके समय म¤ उनकì 
वेशभषूा उनके łतबे और शान-शौकत को दशाªती थी। इसी ÿकार, धमª और आÅयािÂमकता से जड़ेु 
लोग अपने िविशĶ पåरधानŌ से पहचाने जाते थे। वेशभषूा  के माÅयम से सं Öकृित और परंपराओ ंका 
सं र±ण िकया जाता ह।ै ÂयौहारŌ, शािदयŌ और अÆय सां Öकृितक आयोजनŌ म¤ पारंपåरक पåरधानो का 
ÿयोग एक महÂवपणूª भिूमका िनभाता ह।ै यह हमारे पवूªजŌ कì धरोहर को जीिवत रखने और अगली 
पीढ़ी को हÖतांतåरत करने का माÅयम ह।ै आधिुनक यगु म¤ वेशभषूा का Öवłप बदल गया ह।ै आजकल 
लोग फैशन और आराम को ÿाथिमकता दतेे ह§। पिĲमी कपड़Ō का ÿभाव भी बढ़ा ह ैऔर लोग अब 
जीÆस, टी-शटª, Öकटª आिद पहनना पसंद करते ह§। हालां िक िवशेष अवसरŌ परपारंपåरक वेशभषूा पहनने 
का ÿचलन अब भी बना हòआ ह।ै 

िविभÆन काल खÁडŌ म¤ वľŌ एवं  पåरधानŌ का िवकास 

िसÆधु  घाटी सËयता (2600 से 1400 ईसा पूवª)- िसÆध ु घाटी सËयता म¤ िमले हड़Èपा एवं  
मोहनजोदड़ो के ÿागैितहािसक साàयŌ के अÆतगªत चां दी के गमले म¤ कपास, करघना, सतू कातते एवं  
बनुते मिूतयŎ से पता चलता ह ैिक उस काल म¤ भी लोग कपास से पåरिचत थे एवं  वľŌ को िबना िसले 
या थोड़ा बनुकर शरीर पर घारण करते थे। इस यगु म¤ सतूी  वľ उīोग पयाªĮ łप से िवकिसत था तथा 
लोग वľŌ को रंग कर भी पहनते थे। इसके अलावा इस यगु म¤ सन, रेशम, ऊन, िलनन एवं  चमड़े आिद 
का भी ÿयोग करते थे। 

वैिदक काल (1500 से 500 ईसा पूवª)- वैिदक युग म¤ भी सतू कातने एवं  अÆय ÿकार के साधनŌ के 
ÿयोग का उÐलेख िमलता है। इस समय उÆनत ®ेणी के वľŌ का उपयोग होने लगा था, िजÆह¤ मु́ य łप 
से िľयŌ Ĭारा ही बनुा जाता था। यīिप िक इस काल म¤ भी मिहलाओ ंएवं  पłुषŌ म¤ शरीर का ऊपरी 
भाग िनःवľ रहता था। ऋµवेद सं िहता म¤ पिÂनयŌ Ĭारा साड़ी पहनने के िवधान का उÐलेख िमलता ह।ै 

मौयª वंश (322 से 185 ईसा पूवª)- इस काल म¤ वľ उīोग काफì उÆनत िÖथित म¤ था। इस समय तक 
चीन, बलख, अफगािनÖतान और तजािकÖतान से रेशमी व ऊनी कपड़े तथा खाल¤ और समरू का 
आयात होता था। इस काल के मु́ य पåरधानŌ म¤ चादर व धोती ÿमखु थे। 

कुषाण काल (लगभग 30 ई0 से लगभग 225 ई0 तक)- इस काल म¤ वľŌ कì जानकारी ‘पेåरपÐस 
ऑफ द एåरिŇयन सी‘  नामक पÖुतक से ÿाĮ होती ह।ै इससे űेिपंग कì िविभÆन शैिलयाँ अिÖतÂव म¤ 



Oct-Dec. 2023 VOL. 5 ISSUE-4 285 TAREEKH E ADAB E URDU, DELHI 

 

UGC Care Listed International Peer Reviewed Interdisciplinary Refereed Journal, ISSN 2582-1229/E-ISSN 2582-9157 

 

आयé, जो आज साड़ी पहनने के तरीकŌ म¤ िदखती ह।े भारत के पिĲमी इलाकŌ म¤ पारिसयŌ के बसने स े
पारसी टोपी अिÖतÂव म¤ आई। 

गुĮ काल (320 ई0 से 220 ई0 तक)- इसे Öवणª यगु भी कहा गया। सăाट चंþगĮु के इस यगु म¤ िसले 
वľŌ का ÿयोग होने लगा। इस यगु म¤ मिहलाओ ं म¤ तौिलया लपेटने कì जगह लहगंा पहनने कì 
शłुआत हòई। यह तौिलया लपेटने कì शैली आज भी महाराÕů और दि±ण भारत म¤ िľयŌ के पहनावे के 
łप म¤ दखेी जा सकती ह।ै उ°री और पवूê भारत के पłुषŌ म¤ लुं गी पहनने कì शलैी का िवकास भी इसी 
यगु म¤ हòआ। 

मुगलकाल (1526 ई0 से 1857 ई0 तक)- मगुलकाल म¤ पłुषŌ म¤ कुताª-पायजामा तथा मिहलाओ ंम¤ 
सलवार-कमीज एवं  शरारा का ÿचलन शłु हòआ। तु िकª Öतान जैसे ठंडे ÿदशे से आने वाले बाबर ने भारत 
म¤ कोट पहनने कì परंपरा कì शłुआत कì। सलवार, शेरवानी और अफगानी कराकुली टोपी मगुलŌ कì 
ही दने ह।ै  

पåरधान का आिवÕकार भले ही भारत म¤ हòआ, िकÆत ुसमय-समय पर भारतीय पåरधानŌ कì वेशभषूा म¤ 
úीक, रोमन, फारस, हóण, कुशाण, मंगोल, मगुल आिद शसन के ÿभावÖवłप उसका ÿभाव भी दखेने 
को िमला। इन पåरवतªनŌ के चलते कई नए वľ ÿचलन म¤ आए और भारतीयŌ ने भी इसको काफì पसंद 
िकया। अंúेजŌ के काल म¤ भारतीयŌ कì वेषभशूा िबÐकुल ही बदल गई। 

भारत म¤ कÔमीर से लेकर कÆयाकुमारी और राजÖथान से लेकर नागालैÁड तक के पåरधान िवदशेी 
सं ÖकृितयŌ के यहाँ आकर बसने से ÿभािवत होते रह ेह§। जहाँ उ°र-पवूê राºयŌ म¤ मंगोल जाित के पहनावे 
का असर िदखता ह।ै वहé उ°र-पिĲम के राºयŌ म¤ यनूािनयŌ, अफगािनयŌ और मÅय एिशया के दशेŌ के 
पåरधानŌ का ÿभाव िदखता ह§ भारतीय वľŌ के कलाÂमक प± और गणुव°ा के कारण उÆह¤ अमÐूय 
उपहार माना जाता था। खादी से लेकर सवुणªयĉु रेशमी वľ , रंग-िबरंगे पåरधान, ठंड स ेपणूªतः सरुि±त 
सुं दर कÔमीरी शॉल भारत के ÿाचीन कलाÂमक उīोग का ÿÂय± ÿमाण थे, जो ईसा से 200 वशª पवूª 
िवकिसत हो चकेु थे। कई ÿकार के गजुराती छापŌ तथा रंगीन वľŌ का िम® म¤ फोÖतात के मकबरे म¤ 
पाया जाना भारतीय वľŌ के िनयाªत का ÿमाण ह।ै 

वेशभषूा िकसी भी समाज और सं Öकृित का अिभÆन अंग ह§। यह केवल शरीर को ढ़कने का साधन नहé 
ह,ै बिÐक हामरे सामािजक और सां Öकृितक मÐूयŌ का ÿितिबÌब ह।ै वेशभषूा के माÅयम स ेहम अपनी 
पहचान को सरुि±त रख सकते ह§ और अपनी सं Öकृित को संजो सकते ह§। इस ÿकार वेशभषूा का महÂव 
सदा बना रहगेा और इसे संजोने कì आÔयकता हमेशा बनी रहगेी। 
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अनुसंधान पĦित 
उĥेÔय 

लोक सं Öकृित पर हòए तमाम अÅययनŌ से यह पता चला ह ैिक वतªमान समय म¤ भारतीय लोक सं Öकृित 
संøमण काल से गजुर रही ह।ै यīिप िक िविभÆन काल खÁडŌ म¤ आये झंझावातŌ म¤ भी इसने अपने को 
अà±णु रखने का ÿयास िकया ह।ै अतः ÿÖततु अÅययन का मु́ य उĥेÔय भारतीय वेशभषूा म¤ हो रह े
बदलाव का अÅययन करना ह।ै  

पåरकÐपना 

1. लोक-सां Öकृितक तÂवŌ के ±रण म¤ आधिुनकता कì महÂवपणूª भिूमका ह।ै 

2. लोक-सां Öकृितक तÂवŌ का ±रण हमारे वेशभषूा के पåरवतªन म¤ सहायक ह।ै 

3. उ¸च वगª लोक-संÖकृित को बिहÕकृत कर रह ेह§, जबिक िनÌनवगª Ĭारा अंगीकार िकया जा 
रहा ह।ै 

शोध िविध 

ÿÖतािवत अÅययन म¤ समÖत िबहार के लोक सां Öकृितक ±ेýŌ को समÖत मानते हòए मैिथली, भोजपरुी 
एवं  मगही लोक सां Öकृितक तÂवŌ का अÅययन िकया गया। वैसे िबहार म¤ ÖपĶतः पाँच सां Öकृितक ±ेý 
िवīमान यथा- मैिथली, भोजपरुी, मगही, अं िगका एवं  विºजका। लेिकन ÿÖतािवत शोध म¤ तीन 
सां Öकृितक ±ेýŌ का अÅययन िकया गया है। ³यŌिक िमिथला और भोजपरु दो िबÐकुल िभÆन सां Öकृितक 
एवं  भाशायी पåरवेश का नेतÂृव करती ह§। िमिथला कì पहचान जहाँ मदृ ुसं Öकृित और भाषा ±ेý के łप 
म¤ िकया जाता ह,ै वहé भोजपरुी कì पहचान कटु सं Öकृित एवं  भाषा के łप म¤ चिचªत ह।ै िमिथला म¤ भिĉ 
व ®ृं गार कì ÿधानता ह ैतो भोजपुर म¤ वीर रस पर ºयादा जोर है। जबिक मगही भाषा एवं  सं Öकृित सÌपणूª 
भारतीय भाषाओ ं कì सं Öकृित का ®ोत रही ह।ै इन तीनŌ भाषाओ ं म¤ अंतःभाषायी िविवधता, ±ेýीय 
िविवधता के आधार पर देखने को िमलता ह।ै अतः इन दोनŌ ±ेýŌ के लोक सं Öकृित एवं  लोक सं Öकृितक 
तÂवŌ म¤ भी काफì अंतर िदखाई पडता ह।ै यथा शाहाबाद कì भोजपरुी एवं  सारण कì भोजपरुी, कोशी कì 
मैिथली एवं  दरभंगा अनमुंडल कì मैिथली तथा पिĲमी मगही और पवूê मगही म¤ भी काफì अंतर ह।ै  

ÿितदशª 
ÿÖतािवत पåरयोजना कायª म¤ तीनŌ भाषायी लोक सां Öकृितक ±ेýŌ स ेदो-दो िजला का चयन िकया गया। 
ÿÂयेक चयिनत िजला से जातीय िविवधता के आधार पर पाँच-पाँच गाँवŌ का चयन िकया गया। ÿÂयेक 
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गाँव से 10-10 उ°रदाताओ ं का चयन कर ÿाथिमक आँकड़े संúिहत िकये गये। इस ÿकार कुल 
3x2x5x10=300 ÿितदशŎ का चयन िकया गया। इसके अितåरĉ िविवध ±ेýŌ म¤ लÊध ÿितिķत 
ÓयिĉयŌ का सा±ाÂकार िकया गया।  

परी±ण सामúी 
इस पåरयोजना को परूा करने के िलए 45 एकाँशŌ वाली एक Öविनिमªत अनसुचूी का ÿयोग िकया गया। 
िजसम¤ हाँ/नहé, बहòिवकÐपी एवं  िवÖततृ जवाब वाले ÿĳŌ को रखा गया। इस अनसुचूी को भरने के िलए 
महÂवपणूª िनद¥श को भी अनसुचूी पर अं िकत कर िदया गया।                     

आँकड़ा संúहण 

आँकड़ा संúहण का कायª ±ेý िवशेष म¤ जाकर िकया गया। इस øम म¤ सबसे पहले úामीणŌ के साथ 
Óयवहार Öथािपत िकया गया। िफर उनकŌ Öविनिमªत अनसुचूी देकर महÂवपणूª िनद¥षŌ को िदया गया। 
करीब 1 घÁटे बीत जाने के बाद उ°रदाताओ ंसे अनसुिूचयŌ को माँग िलया गया और उÆह¤ सधÆयवाद 
छोड़ िदया गया। इसके अलावा úामीणŌ एवं  अÆय महÂवपणूª ÓयिĉयŌ के साथ सां Öकृितक मĥुŌ पर 
सामिूहक पåरचचाª भी कì गयी। इस ÿकार आँकड़ा संúहण का कायª परूा हòआ। 

ÿद° िवĴेषण 

ÿद° िवĴेषण के िलए पहले अनसुिूचयŌ को भाषायी ±ेýŌ के आधार पर वगêकृत िकया गया। िफर उÆह¤ 
एम0 एस0 ए³सेल म¤ डाटाबेस बनाकर ÿिवĶ िकया गया। िफर उÆह¤ एसपीएसएस सॉÉटवेयर कì मदद से 
िवĴेिषत िकया गया। िजससे ÿाĮ पåरणाम को अगले अÅयाय म¤ िदया गया ह।ै 

पåरणाम एवं  िववेचना 
सारणी 1- ±ेý िवशेष कì परंपरागत वेशभूषा 

øम 
सं´या 

परंपरगत 
भेष-भषूा 

±ेý िवशेष कì परंपरगत भेष-भषूा कुल 

भोजपरुीः  मगहीः  मैिथलीः  छः  

1 धोती-
कुताª 

100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

2 दपुĘा  0 0.00 68 64.15 38 35.84 106 35.33 

3 पगड़ी 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 
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4 गमछा 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

5 चादर 0 0.00 68 64.15 38 35.84 106 35.33 

6 खडाऊँ 76 33.33 76 33.33 76 33.33 228 76.00 

7 सारी-
Êलाउज 

100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

8 चड़ूी-
लहठी 

76 33.33 76 33.33 76 33.33 228 76.00 

9 िसं दरू 76 33.33 76 33.33 76 33.33 228 76.00 

10 मं गलसýू 76 33.33 76 33.33 76 33.33 228 76.00 

11 सटू-

सलवार 
100 51.54 32 16.49 62 31.95 194 64.66 

12 बरुका 24 33.33 24 33.33 24 33.33 72 24.00 

13 ओढनी-
चनुरी 

100 38.16 100 38.16 62 23.66 262 87.33 

14 िहजाब 24 33.33 24 33.33 24 33.33 72 24.00 

15 साफा 24 33.33 24 33.33 24 33.33 72 24.00 

16 जरीदार 
टोपी 

24 33.33 24 33.33 24 33.33 72 24.00 

17 चडूीदार 
पायजामा 

24 33.33 24 33.33 24 33.33 72 24.00 

18 गोदना 0 0.00 68 100.0 0 0.00 68 22.66 

नोटः- बहòिवकÐपी ÿĳ, जहाँ ÿितदशª स´या =300 

±ेý िवशेष कì परंपरागत वेशभषूा को सारणी-1 म¤ दशाªया गया ह।ै परंपरागत वेशभषूा म¤ धोती-कुताª, 
दपुĘा, पगड़ी, गमछा, गमछा, चादर, खडाऊँ साडी-Êलाउज, चड़ूी-लहठी, िसंदरू, मंगलसýू, सटू-

सलवार, बरुका, ओढ़़नी-चनुरी, िहजाब, साफा, जरीदार टोपी, चड़ूीदार पायजामा तथा गोदना आिद 
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आता ह।ै जहाँ धोती-कुरता, पगड़ी, गमछा एवं  साड़ी-Êलाउज को 300 म¤ से 100 लोगŌ ने सिूचत िकया 
ह।ै वहé खडाऊँ चड़ूी-लहठी, िसंदरू, मंगलसýू को 76 लोगŌ ने सिूचत िकया ह ैउसी ÿकार दपुĘा एवं  
चादर को 35.33, सटू-सलवार को 64.66, बरुका, िहजाब, साफा, जरीदार टोपी, चड़ूीदार पायजामा को 
24 लोगŌ ने तथा गोदना को 22.66 लोगŌ ने सिूचत िकया ह।ै इसम¤ से दपुĘा एवं  चादर को मगही तथा 
मैिथली दोनŌ ही ±ेýŌ म¤ िवषेश łप स ेसिूचत िकया गया ह ैजबिक गोदना को माý मगही ±ेý म¤ ही 
सिूचत िकया गया ह।ै इससे ÖपÔट ह ै िक परÌपरागत वľ हमारे सं Öकृित का एक आवÔयक अंग ह§ जो 
हमारी अलग पहचान बनाते ह§। 

सारणी 2- परंपरागत वेशभूषा म¤ आये बदलाव 

øम 
सं´या 

परंपरगत 
वेशभषूा 

परंपरगत वेशभषूा म¤ आये बदलाव कुल 

भोजपरुीः  मगहीः  मैिथलीः  छः  

1 प§ट-शटª 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

2 पायजामा 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

3 łमाल 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

4 टी-शटª 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

5 टोपी 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

6 सटू-

सलवार 
100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

7 Āॉक 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

8 गाउन 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

9 लहंगा 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0. 

10 घाघरा-
चोली 

100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

11 कोट-प§ट 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

12 शेरवानी 100 33.33 100 33.33 100 33.33 300 100.0 

नोटः- बहòिवकÐपी ÿĳ, जहाँ ÿितदशª स´या =300 
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यह सÂय ह ैिक बदलते समय के अनसुार लोगŌ कì परÌपरागत वेशभषूा म¤ बदलाव आया ह।ै सारणी-2 म¤ 
लोगŌ कì परÌपरागत वेशभषूा म¤ आये बदलाव को दशाªया गया ह।ै सारणी से पता चलता ह ै िक 
ÿायोिजत ±ेý के शत-ÿितशत (100) लोग इस बात को मानते ह§ िक लोग अब पारÌपåरक वľ जैसे 
धोती-कुताª, दपुĘा, पगड़ी, गमछा, गमछा, चादर, खडाऊँ साडी-Êलाउज, चड़ूी-लहठी, िसंदरू, मंगलसýू, 

सटू-सलवार, बरुका, ओढ़़नी-चनुरी, िहजाब, साफा, जरीदार टोपी, चड़ूीदार पायजामा तथा गोदना आिद 
को छोड़कर अब नवीन ÿकार कì वेषभशूाएँ धारण करने लगे ह§ जैसे- प§ट-शटª, पायजामा, łमाल, टी-
शटª, टोपी, सटू-सलवार, Āॉक, गाउन, लहगंा, घाघरा-चोली, कोट-प§ट, शेरवानी आिद। इससे ÖपÔट ह ै
िक अब फैशन का ůेÆड बदल गया ह।ै लोग अब पारÌपåरक पåरधानŌ को छोडकर नये जमाने के अनसुार 
वľŌ को धारण करने लगे ह§। 

िनÕकषª 
इन पåरणामŌ के आलोक म¤ कहा जा सकता ह ै िक वतªमान समय मे पारंपåरक वेशभषूा के तरीकŌ म¤ 
िभÆनता आ गयी ह।ै पहले लोग धोती-कुताª, दपुĘा, पगड़ी, गमछा, गमछा, चादर, खडाऊँ साडी-
Êलाउज, चड़ूी-लहठी, िसंदरू, मंगलसýू, सटू-सलवार, बरुका, ओढ़़नी-चनुरी, िहजाब, साफा, जरीदार 
टोपी, चड़ूीदार पायजामा तथा गोदना आिद पहनते थे जबिक अब लोग उसके Öथान पर प§ट-शटª, 
पायजामा, łमाल, टी-शटª, टोपी, सटू-सलवार, Āॉक, गाउन, लहगंा, घाघरा-चोली, कोट-प§ट, शेरवानी 
आिद पहनने लगे ह§।  
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