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Abstract:
This study presents a symbolic and metaphorical analysis of Faseelein, a
collection of novelettes by Anis Nagi, a prominent figure in modern Urdu
fiction. The research explores how symbolism and metaphor function as
central narrative strategies through which Anis Nagi articulates existential
anxiety, psychological fragmentation, social alienation, and the crisis of
modern human consciousness. The term Faseelein (Walls/Barriers) itself
operates as a dominant metaphor, representing not only physical divisions
but also ideological, emotional, and psychological boundaries that isolate
individuals within modern society.
The study examines selected novelettes from the collection to highlight
the multilayered symbolic structures embedded in characters, settings,
and narrative techniques.
Anis Nagi employs abstract imagery, spatial metaphors, and fragmented
narrative forms to reflect the inner turmoil of his characters and the
broader socio-cultural disintegration of the contemporary world. The
symbolic use of space, silence, confinement, and repetition
underscores themes of identity loss, existential solitude, and resistance
against imposed social structures.
By applying interpretative and textual analysis methods, this research

situates Faseelein W1th1n the broader framework of modemlst and
postmodernist-lrdu-fiottert : ok A e :
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and metaphorical language not only deepens the aesthetic dimension of
the text but also transforms the novelettes into a powerful critique of
modern civilization. Ultimately, the research demonstrates that Faseelein
represents a significant literary document that captures the complex
psychological and symbolic realities of modern human experience.

Key words:

Anis Nagi, Faseelein, Urdu Novelette, Symbolism, Metaphor, Modern
Urdu Fiction, Existentialism, Alienation, Psychological Conflict,
Interpretative

Analysis.
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