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Abstract: The influence of the ghazal on Urdu haiku is a profound and intellectual subject. Ghazal
and haiku are two distinct poetic forms, each with its own structure, cultural background, and style of
expression. However, when haiku was adopted in Urdu, the influence of the ghazal’s tradition and
aesthetic became clearly evident. Urdu haiku has attempted to establish its own unique identity, but
given the deep-rooted presence of the ghazal in the Urdu poetic tradition, elements such as its
language, emotions, symbols, and stylistic features also appear prominently in haiku. In this way,

Urdu haiku has become a beautiful blend of Japanese haiku and the Urdu ghazal.
This article explores the thematic commonalities between haiku and ghazal.
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