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Editorial

A muhaliya—or paradox—is a form of expression (whether a statement, poem, or
situation) that holds two seemingly contradictoy meanings at once. At first, such
expressions may appear illogical or nonsensical, but on closer thought, one
meaning often proves valid. The complexity and hidden layers of meaning invite

deep reflection and are often laced with subtle irony or satire.

Paradox combines intellect, sharp wit, and refined expression. According to Jabir
Ali Syed, the term Qaul-e-Muhal literally means “a statement of contradiction” and
is conceptually similar to Hegel’s Antithesis. However, it’s more than just
opposition—it’s a form of reasoning where the contradiction disappears upon
analysis, and two opposing ideas merge into a unified thought. Jabir Ali Syed later
acknowledges that Qaul-e-Muhal introduces a new form of logic, where the skill
lies in turning contradictions—or even two negatives—into something meaningful

or positive.

For example, take Wordsworth’s poetic line: "The child is father of the man"

Or consider this paradoxical statement :

"I do lie, but I am not a liar."

In English literature, metaphysical poets like John Donne, skillfully used paradox.

Some other writers are recognized specifically for their use of paradox—Iike

Bacon, Bernard Shaw, Chesterton .
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Similarly, in Urdu poetry, masters like Ghalib, Momin, Shad Azimabadi and Fani
Badayuni employed it with great artistic control. Momin’s poetry, in particular,

offers clear illustrations of what paradox in literature means.
Ye Uzr e Imtahan e Jazb e Dil kaisa Nikal Aaya
Mai I1zam Usko Deta Tha Qusoor Apna Nikal Aaya
(Momin)
Muhabbat MeN NahiN Hai Farq Jine Aur Marne Ka
Usi Ko Dekh Kar Jite HaiN Jis Kafir Pe Dam Nikle
(Ghalib)
Jahan MeN Aate Hue Kashmakash N Kyun Hoti
Ye Ghar Hai Qabl Se Mahdood, Ham HaiN La Mahdood
(Shad)

Poets like Ghalib, Momin and Shad were naturally adept at weaving paradox into
their verse, making it an intrinsic part of their poetic style. This is similar to
metaphors, where one meaning often overshadows another, and contradiction is
built-in. However, metaphors operate on a broader and more nuanced level and

require more interpretive sensitivity.

The other prose writers like Rasheed Ahmad Siddiqui, Aaley Ahmad Surur,
Muhammad Hasan Askari and Joginder Paul. Historically, Socratic dialogue also
relied heavily on paradox to provoke thought. In modern literary theory, paradox is

seen as an essential poetic trait—but only when used with sophistication.
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On the other hand, Antithesis involves the balanced presentation of opposing ideas

using parallel grammatical structures. For instance, in Shakespeare’s Hamlet:
"With mirth in funeral and with dirge in marriage"

Here, joy (mirth) is contrasted with funeral, and dirge (lament) with marriage.
Although the structures are grammatically balanced, the meaning is rooted in
contradiction. These kinds of expressions also appear in prose and are part of

traditional rhetorical techniques.

Jabir Ali Syed’s claim that paradox did not exist in Urdu poetry before Ghalib is
questionable. He overlooks well-known examples such as a famous couplet by Mir
Taqi Mir, which clearly demonstrates the presence of paradox in earlier Urdu

Poetry.
Mire Saleeqe se Meri Nibhi Muhabbat meiN
Tamam Umr MeiN Nakamiyon Se Kaam Liya
YAQAQAe

Editor
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