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Abstract: Despite the absurdly demonstrated actions and events of Dastan
narratives, there is a dialectical relationship between reality and imagination or

between history and fantasy.

Dastangoi is the oral tradition of storytelling. The word itself is a compound of two
Persian words, Dastan and goi, and means telling a story. A Dastan may be written
over years, created overnight, or composed by combining existing stories but it is
always crafted to be told orally in a series of sittings. A novel is written to be read,
a play is written to be performed and a Dastan is written to be told to a live

audience.

‘Dastan’ is a Persian genre of storytelling in which serialized stories of extensive
length are orally narrated in the Dastan goi style. Dastan goi, literally Persian for
‘storytelling’, is a performative form of narration in which the narrator enacts the
story primarily through gestures and dramatic dialogue delivery. With its evocative
language laden with exaggerated metaphors and the instances of poetic expression
that cause emphatic shifts in the narrative tone, the Dastan in itself is a story-form

fitted for oral performance.

The article examines of the as an of Urdu Dastan art, which is a description of the
heroism, wisdom and courage of the people. Examples of famous Dastans of the

Indian nation are given. The content of the work is analyzed. Particular attention is
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paid to the genetic analysis of the Dastan: the origin of the monument is

investigated.

I examined in this research paper is the nineteenth century was the age of
emergence of Urdu prose mostly centred around religion and ethics. Urdu literature
was more poetry-centred than prose. The prose of Urdu literature was mainly
restricted to the ancient form of long-epic stories called Dastan which stood close
to narrative genres in South Asian literature such as Persian Masnawi, Punjabi

Qissa, Sindhi Waqayati bait, etc.

The legend was originally narrated in the performative style typical to storytelling
in sessions where audiences gathered on successive nights. Dastan This particular
style of narration is known as the art of which stands out from conventional forms

of storytelling.

this research will focus on the Dastan’s literary techniques and narrative style to
explore how, in its form and style, it is literature specifically suited for oral
dramatic storytelling. It is also examine the ways in which the transition from oral
to written form has modified the Dastan’s literary scope. A particular emphasis will
be laid upon the impact of the Subcontinent’s Colonization on this transition and,

further, on the Dastan’s revived place in present day world literature.

The writers of Dastan narratives reflect their age-old contextual desire(s) in
fictional experiences. The never-ending popularity of these ideologically romantic
tales is significant in the history of Urdu language and literature. Metonymically,
the Dastan, Tilism-e-Hoshruba, encompasses the much celebrated theme of
Dastan-e-Amir Hamza—an eternal battle between virtue and vice—in its narrative

discourse, but the quickness of the fantasized actions makes this Dastan
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Phantasmagorical more thrilling. Despite being enormous source(s) of narrative
pleasure in the Subcontinent, these classical discursive practices prove to be an

explicit reflection of the textual and sexual politics traditionally perpetuated in the

Indo-Islamic patriarchal structures.
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Conclusion: Culture is a multifaceted concept that encompasses the shared beliefs,
values, norms, customs, practices, and artifacts of a society or group. It is the lens
through which individuals interpret and navigates the world around them, shaping
their perceptions, behaviors, and interactions. Culture is not static but rather
dynamic and ever-evolving, influenced by historical, social, economic, and

political factors.

Cultural Studies is an interdisciplinary field that emerged in the mid-twentieth
century, primarily in response to the limitations of traditional disciplines such as
anthropology, sociology, and literary studies in adequately addressing the
complexities of culture and society. Cultural Studies seeks to understand and
critique the production, circulation, and reception of cultural texts and practices

within broader social, political, and economic contexts.

At its core, Cultural Studies is concerned with power dynamics, ideology,
representation, identity, and social change. It interrogates how culture is
constructed, negotiated, and contested, examining the ways in which dominant
cultural discourses shape and are shaped by social relations of power. Cultural
Studies also emphasizes the importance of everyday life and popular culture as
sites of cultural meaning-making and resistance. Key to Cultural Studies is its
commitment to an interdisciplinary approach, drawing on insights from fields such
as sociology, anthropology, media studies, literary theory, critical theory, and

postcolonial studies. This interdisciplinary orientation allows Cultural Studies
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scholars to analyze culture from multiple perspectives and to engage with a diverse
range of cultural texts and practices, from literature, film, and television to fashion,

music, and digital media.

Cultural Studies offers a critical framework for understanding the complex
interplay between culture, society, and power. It encourages scholars to question
taken-for-granted as subsumption, challenge dominant narratives, and explore
alternative ways of thinking about and engaging with culture. By illuminating the
ways in which culture both reflects and shapes social reality, Cultural Studies
provides valuable insights into the complexities of contemporary life and the

possibilities for social transformation.
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