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Abstract: Saadat Hasan Manto holds a distinctive place in the
tradition of short story writing, celebrated for his unconventional
themes and innovative narrative techniques. Like all great
writers, Manto infused his texts with layers of complexity and
multidimensionality, deliberately avoiding simplicity and
linearity. This richness in - depth not only enhances the
interpretive possibilities of his work but also invites critics from
diverse intellectual perspectives to engage with his stories.
These critics, through their varied analyses, derive meanings that
resonate with their own critical frameworks, thereby enriching
the discourse surrounding Manto’s literary art. Despite his
controversial reputation, Manto remains one of the most
extensively critiqued and analyzed authors in Urdu
literature.These critics function as interpreters of Manto’s
fictional  universe, contributing  significantly to  the
understanding of his artistic vision, worldview, and the
philosophical underpinnings of his work. While some have

hailed him as a progressive realist deeply rooted in social
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realism, others have dismissed him as being indifferent to class
consciousness and societal concerns. This divergence gives rise
to a pivotal question: what interpretive methods and semantic
frameworks have critics employed to extract meanings from
Manto’s stories?To explore this question, the present paper
critically examines select interpretations of Manto’s “Toba tek
Singh” as a case study to analyze the hermeneutic and semantic
strategies employed by critics. This comparative approach sheds
light on the interpretive practices applied to Manto’s literary

ocuvre.

Keywords: Manto, Afsana, Partition, Interpretation, Semantics, Hermeneutics,

Multiplicity of Meaning.
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