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Foreword

Every year we commemorate Education Day in
India on 11th November. This is celebrated since 2008
in the honor of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad's birth
anniversary and his invaluable contribution to the
Indian education system. Maulana Azad has made
immense and incomparable contribution to Indian
education system. His enduring significance of
education in our contemporary world can not be
erased. Maulana Azad was a visionary leader, freedom
fighter, and India’s first Minister of Education who laid
the foundation of modern Indian education with his
farsighted policies that continue to influence our
education system today. His ideals remind us of the
critical role education plays in shaping an equitable
society, nurturing individuals, and addressing the
challenges of the 21st century.
The visionary legacy of Maulana Azad was that he was
a towering intellectual figure in India's freedom
struggle. However, his most lasting legacy lies in his
work as an educationist. A staunch advocate of
universal education, he believed education was the
cornerstone of a nation’s development. His vision
encompassed not just academic learning, but holistic
development that included moral, cultural, and social
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growth. Azad’s emphasis on scientific temper, rational
thought, and pluralistic values continues to be relevant
as our society grapples with issues of intolerance,
inequality, and exclusion. He played a key role in
shaping the post-independence education policy in
India and laid the groundwork for institutions such as
the Indian Institutes of Technology (lITs), the University
Grants Commission (UGC), and the All India Council
for Technical Education (AICTE), National Institute of
Technology (NITs), Indian Institute of virology, All India
Institute of Medical Sciences (AlIIMS) and so on. He
was also instrumental in promoting education for
women and marginalized sections of society, breaking
down the barriers to education that had long held back
these groups. Education Day, therefore, is not just a
day to remember his contributions but also an
opportunity to renew our commitment to the values that
Azad stood for-accessibility, inclusiveness, and the
transformative power of education.

In today’s fast-evolving global landscape, the role of
education has become more crucial than ever. The
contemporary world is marked by rapid technological
advancements, shifting economic paradigms, and
complex social challenges such as climate change,
inequality, and global pandemics. Education, in this
context, is not merely a tool for personal advancement;
it is a critical factor in societal progress, equipping
individuals with the knowledge, skills, and ethical
framework needed to navigate and contribute to this
complex world. One of the most profound impacts of
education lies in its ability to transform the society we
live in. This is possible by addressing inequalities and
providing opportunities for all. In a country as diverse
and stratified as India, where social hierarchies and
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economic disparities often dictate one's access to
opportunities, education remains the great equalizer.
Access to quality education has the power to break the
cycle of poverty, empower marginalized communities,
and challenge systemic biases.

The Right to Education (RTE) Act, which made
education a fundamental right for children between the
ages of 6 and 14, was a significant milestone in
realizing Azad's vision of universal education as he
advocated for free and compulsory education for all
and establishment of the National Education
Framework in this regard. However, the gaps in its
implementation and the persistence of issues such as
the digital divide, gender disparity, and insufficient
infrastructure highlight that we are far from achieving
the goal of equitable education for all. As we celebrate
Education Day, it is imperative to focus on closing
these gaps and ensuring that education truly reaches
the last mile. On the other hand, globalization has
brought the world closer, making cross-cultural
understanding and collaboration more important than
ever. Education, in this global context, must not only
impart academic knowledge in seclusion or isolation
but must foster critical thinking, creativity, and
intercultural competencies. In an interconnected world,
academicians need to be equipped to engage with
global challenges such as sustainability, technological
disruption, and global citizenship. Azad's emphasis on
scientific temper is particularly relevant in today's age
of information overload, where distinguishing between
fact and misinformation is a daily challenge. Education
must cultivate rational inquiry and scientific literacy to
enable individuals to critically assess the information
they encounter and make informed decisions.
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Moreover, fostering a mindset of curiosity and lifelong
learning is essential since the nature of jobs and
industries evolves rapidly in the face of technological
advances.

Maulana Azad believed that education develops a
strong moral compass in a world where societal values
often seem to erode. Thus, the role of education in
nurturing ethical and responsible citizens is more
crucial than ever. Education should foster empathy,
respect for diversityy and a sense of social
responsibility. In the current socio-political environment,
where divisive ideologies and communal tensions are
on the rise, Azad's call for pluralism and unity is a
clarion call for educational institutions. Institutions must
not only focus on academic excellence but also instill
values of tolerance, inclusivity, and respect for all faiths
and cultures. It should serve a platform for dialogue,
promoting an understanding of different perspectives
and helping learners to become compassionate citizens
who can contribute to building a harmonious society.
We had also seen that the COVID-19 pandemic has
underscored the significance of digital education but
has also laid bare the deep digital divide in India. While
urban and affluent students were able to continue their
education online, millions of children in rural areas and
economically weaker sections were left behind due to
lack of access to digital devices and internet
connectivity. This divide poses a significant challenge
to the goal of universal education and deepened the
existing inequalities in our education system. On this
Education Day, it is essential to acknowledge the need
for a comprehensive digital education strategy that
ensures all children, regardless of their socio-economic
background, can benefit from digital learning.
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Governments, NGOs, and private stakeholders must
work together to provide affordable internet, devices,
and digital literacy to bridge this gap and ensure that
education remains inclusive and accessible to all.

As we celebrate Maulana Azad’s legacy and reflect on
the state of education in India today, it is clear that in
spite of making significant progress, there is still much
work to be done. The challenges of access, quality, or
equity require a renewed commitment for what
Maulana Azad stood for- a more just, equitable, and
progressive society. Our educational institutions must
evolve to meet the demands of a changing world,
equipping learners with the critical thinking skills,
ethical grounding, and global awareness needed to
thrive in the 21st century. We must also ensure that
education remains a tool for social justice, providing
opportunities for all, regardless of their background or
circumstances. On this Education Day, the present
volume of this journal pledge to honor Maulana Azad’s
legacy by working toward an education system that is
inclusive, accessible, and capable of transforming not
just individual lives, but society as a whole.

Editor
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