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Abstract: India, a land of immense
linguistic diversity, has long been
home to numerous dialects, each with
its own rich literary tradition. These
dialects contribute significantly to the
languages they form, bringing with
them a wealth of idioms, proverbs,
words, and expressions. Urdu, like
other languages, has its roots in a
dialect and has, in turn, influenced
and been influenced by the dialects
spoken in the regions where it
flourished. This has led to the
development of a robust body of Urdu
folk literature, challenging the notion
that Urdu lacks folk traditions.
Numerous folk songs, particularly
those associated with weddings,
rituals, harvests, and lullabies, are
still sung in villages and towns across
India, displaying the enduring
popularity and significance of these
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traditions.

Folk literature, an integral part of any
society’s language and culture,
represents the oral traditions passed
down through generations. It includes
a wide range of forms-prose and
verse narratives, poems, songs,
myths, dramas, rituals, proverbs, and
riddles-all of which have been
transmitted orally. India’s cultural
diversity ensures a complex and
varied body of folk literature, rooted in
the languages, customs, and
traditions  of different  regions,
religious  groups, and tribes.
Folktales, often preserved and shared
in vernacular languages, wield a
powerful influence on the popular
imagination, with  folk  heroes
frequently = becoming  venerated
figures in rural communities.

This article explores the rich tradition
of Urdu folk literature and its role as a
vehicle for cultural and civilizational
expression. It aims to provide a
comprehensive overview of folk
literature, shedding light on its
definition, characteristics, types, and
concepts. Through this exploration,
readers will gain a deeper
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understanding and appreciation of the
elements of folk literature and culture
within ~ Urdu literature, including
customs, beliefs, superstitions,
traditions, folk songs, tales, dramas,
and their evolution.
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