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Abstract:This research article presents a
comprehensive analysis of the evolution of Urdu
fiction, with a focus on the significant contributions of
women fiction writers. Urdu fiction, spanning over a
century, has evolved in response to changing societal
values and influences from Western thought. The
multidisciplinary research approach employed includes
text analysis, sociocultural context exploration,
comparative analysis, and feminist theoretical
frameworks. Primary sources like published
collections, literary journals, and critical reviews, along
with secondary sources such as scholarly articles,
inform the study.
The article commences by examining the

post-1857period, marked by an intellectual awakening
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after India's war of independence, which introduced
Western literature and ideas into Urdu literary circles.
The historical classification of Urdu fiction reveals early
female fiction writers, including Khatun Akram, Rashid
Jahan Dehlavi, Hamida Sultan, and Razia Sajjad
Zaheer, who fearlessly tackled taboo social issues and
demonstrated a profound understanding of human
psychology and societal complexities.

The study also explores the impact of these
pioneering women authors, highlighting their
exploration of themes like changing social values,
social justice, and the pain of partition. Contemporary
women Urdu fiction writers, such as Zahida Hina,
Zakia Mashhadi, Nigar Azeem, Shamim Nikhat,
Tarannum Riyaz, and Bilqis Fatima, are examined,
showcasing their contributions to the ongoing evolution
of Urdu literature.

In conclusion, this research article underscores
the enduring influence of these women writers on Urdu
literature. They have challenged conventional norms,
addressed complex societal issues, and enriched the
literary landscape with their distinctive storytelling. By
promoting critical dialogue and addressing
contemporary concerns, these authors continue to
shape the narrative of gender and society within Urdu

literature, leaving an indelible mark on this vibrant
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literary tradition.
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