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Abstract

In the novel Godan, Premchand skillfully captures those

nuances of violence that have been normalized by patriarchal ideology.

The story is set in a small, poverty-ridden village called Belari in Avadh,

Uttar Pradesh, during Pre. Independence. Premchand lays bare the misery

which is a permanent fixture in the lives of people who belong to the

different ends of the social spectrum. A study of the novel reveals the

vein of corruption, manipulation and hypocrisy that lies hidden under

pseudo idealism. 

It lays bare the victimization of individuals at the hands of the

representatives of powerful oppressive social institutions. It also shows

the peripheral situation of women caught in the traps of poverty,

feminine ideals and humiliating social practices. Moreover, the novel

shows those who are victims of self-inflicted violence, mainly due to

their submission to social malpractices. In fact, the narrative offers a

vivid glimpse of the mulati-faceted violence that is part of the lives of

people residing in the villages and small towns of India.

While it is true that Premchand's Godan enjoys a canonical

status in modern Indian literature, this canonisation of Godan has always

been somewhat problematical. Neither the ideological orientation of the

novel nor its formal construction seems to have won the complete

approval of the critics. This paper briefly reviews the 'problem' of Godan
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and offers some suggestions towards an alternative reading fo the novel,

attending not so much to the characters as to the discursive levels of the

text, and identifying the specificity of the textual structure in the conflict

of ideological discourses. Its central argument is that Godan articulates a

specific moment of modern Indian history rather than presenting a

timeless portrait of Indian peasantry; the significance of the novel lies

precisely in its ability to represent all the ideological voices of that

moment entering into resonance or into conflict.











 







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





















  
 

  
 
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



















 






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
































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



































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








 
 






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












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



 







 
















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