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Abstract
Muslim men are considered legal successors to family legacies
and riches, according to Islamic canon and societal conventions.
Moreover, as the member of their clan these heads of families
were required not only to maintain but uphold the family values.
In contrast, the women in the medieval Islamic societies did get
property and income for their sustenance; however they were
neither mandated nor encouraged to employ their authority or
affluence to display their ancestry or antiquity, as was the case
with their male counterparts. This paper challenges masculine
dogmas and practises surrounding Islamic laws of inheritance, by
an analysis of Mughal princess Jahanara Begum's (1614-81)
personality and her articulations of ascent. The princess's
exceptional relationship with her emperor father, Shah Jahan (r.
1628-59), and over the years, she became her father's closest
confidante and advisor. She was highly accomplished and skilled

in diplomatic dealings, Jahanara was reputed to be the most
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influential woman patron of art and literature. At the very young
age, she was entrusted with the charge of the Imperial Seal and
made Malika-i-Hindustan Padshah Begum. Jahanara's association
with the Qadriya Sufi order under the tutelage of Mulla Shah
Badakshi (d. 1661), was a new standard in the history of imperial

Mughal empire wherein a women rose in authority both in the

official as well as the private-public realm.
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