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Abstract:

Muhammad Wali Dakani was poet par excellence and a
great literary figure whose historical role is unquestionable towards
popularization of Urdu literature in North India. He laid the
foundation for the ascendancy of Urdu in North India by showing
the possibility of Hindavi (mother tongue) as a feasible medium for
poetry, especially of the ghazal variety. Wali is regarded as the
Adam of Urdu (Baba-i Rekhta or Adam-i Urdu) poetry and enjoys
the same status as that of Chaucer (1343-1400 CE) in English
poetry and Rudaki (858-941 CE) in Persian. Wali's most important
contribution was to infuse a sense of a new poetics modeled on the
Indian style of Persian poetry. Rekhta/Hindi in Delhi acquired a
literary status and sophistication under the influence of Wali.

The arrival of Wali's diwan in 1720 CE (2nd regnal year of
Muhammad Shah) led to the beginning of a new philosophy of

poetry and its compositions provided a jumpstart to Rekhta/Hindi
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poetry in Delhi. Persian gradually lost its hold on the masses as well
as the elite. This paper briefly explores the historical role of Wali,
his linguistic and poetic art especially his ghazals and influence on
the development of Urdu language.

The poetry of Wali is important in the sense that it has the
prevue of the classical style of poetry which incorporates the
sweetness and cache of vocabulary. There are plenty of his verses
explicating diverse facets of human experiences of life such as his
romantic verses (Ishqiah sha'yri). His poetry has an exclusive style
of its own which embodies mastery in compositions, Sufistic
piousness, lucidity of Hindi and the firmness and sweetness of
Persian language. Ghazal is essentially a means to converse with
women; hence the excellence lies in its simple style, tenderness,
sweetness and passion. The marvel of his philosophical thought is
its simplicity and tenderness. When this simplicity accomplishes
brilliance, On the one hand, it attains profundity from the view
point of effects and value and on the other it blends with the tongue
of common conversation. Wali accomplished this fiat and candor
continued to be firmly grounded even in complicated rhymes,

which is the rudimentary characteristic of his poetry.
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